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SPONSORS OF BILL: 
 
Housing Committee 
 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
 
This bill would allow the Department of Housing to create preapproved building plans for 
residential dwellings. Currently, each proposed development goes through an individual 
municipal review process that incurs costs for the developer and requires time for 
administrative approval. If enacted, the Department of Housing would assist municipalities in 
developing preapproved plans for residential dwellings to decrease overall construction time.   
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
None expressed.  
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
John Guszkowski, Government Relations Co-Chair, The Connecticut Chapter of the 
American Planning Association: John Guszkowski testified on behalf of The Connecticut 
Chapter of the American Planning Association (CCAPA) in support of this legislation. 
Guszkowski asserted this bill will help curb the housing problem in Connecticut by 
streamlining the local approval process. Guszkowski recommended this legislation focus on, 
“models that facilitate the construction of accessory dwelling units, and middle-income 
housing, including duplexes, triplexes, and smaller multi-family buildings.”  
  
Jim Perras, CEO, The Home Builders and Remodelers Association of Connecticut: Jim 
Perras testified in support of this legislation on behalf of the Home Builders and Remodelers 
Association of Connecticut (HBA). Perras claimed one of the "major barriers to the housing 
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production in Connecticut is the slow and inconsistent approval process", a process this bill 
would streamline. Additionally, approving this legislation could reduce approval times by 50% 
and reduce project costs by 10-15%.  
  
Francis Pickering, Executive Director, The Western Connecticut Council of Governments: 
Francis Pickering testified in support of this bill on behalf of the Western Connecticut Council 
of Governments (WestCOG). Pickering believed this legislation would help save time and 
money.   
  
Lauren Tagliatella, Government Relations Committee Co-Chair, The Connecticut Apartment 
Association: Lauren Tagliatella testified in support of this legislation on behalf of the 
Connecticut Apartment Association (CTAA). Tagliatella stated this would assist with the 
current housing supply problem in Connecticut, by simplifying approvals, ensuring coherent 
design, and decrease development cost.   
  
Matthew Hart, Executive Director, Capitol Region Council of Governments: Matthew Hart 
testified in support of this legislation on behalf of the Capitol Region Council of Governments 
(CRCOG). Hart stated that similar initiatives in cities across the country successfully 
streamlined permitting and development. Hart concluded that CRCOG supports the bill as a 
less expensive way to develop housing.   
  
Jessica Doll, Executive Director, Connecticut Apartment Association: Jessica Doll testified in 
support of this legislation on behalf of The Connecticut Apartment Association (CTAA). 
Doll stated the CTAA has "long supported efforts to accelerate housing while striking the 
balance between local control." She went on to state how Connecticut needs to have a better 
plan to increase housing options.   
  
Dondre Roberts, Housing Provider/Member, The Connecticut Apartment Association: Dondre 
Roberts testified in support of this bill because he believes this legislation "would streamline 
housing development in our state, addressing our housing crisis."   
 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
Gina Calabro, CEO, American Institute of Architects: Gina Calabro testified on behalf of the 
Connecticut Chapter of the American Institute of Architects (AIA) in opposition to this 
legislation. Calabro acknowledged the need for housing and the intent to "facilitate residential 
development", she also stated the AIA is concerned of the unintended consequences hurting 
the design community.  
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 Chris Peritore, Assistant Clerk 
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