Planning and Development Committee
JOINT FAVORABLE REPORT

Bill No.: HB-6997
AN ACT CONCERNING THE RECOVERY OF ATTORNEY'S FEES IN ACTIONS
Title: FOR WRONGFUL PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENT.

Vote Date: 3/12/2025
Vote Action: Joint Favorable
PH Date: 2/28/2025
File No.:

Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
Rep. Doug Dubitsky
REASONS FOR BILL:

To permit the recovery of reasonable attorney's fees to a property owner or lessee if a tax
has been wrongfully applied to their property. If the tax assessed on a property is not taxable
in the town or city, or if the assessment is deemed excessively high, the property owner or
lessee may apply for relief to the Superior Court.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:
None Expressed
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Ben Shaiken, Director of Government Relations, CT Community Nonprofit Alliance offered
testimony in support of the bill, on the grounds that nonprofits are explicitly exempt from
federal, state, and local taxes for good reason, and they provide essential services to
residents, so government doesn’t have to. He testified that some tax assessors have denied
tax exemption applications for charitable property owned and operated by Connecticut's
nonprofit organizations over the last decade, he is thankful that the committee passed P.A.
22-73, but still hears programs receive property tax exemption denials despite being lawfully
entitled to them. He also stated that judges should be allowed to award attorney’s fees if
taxes are assessed without regard for the law.



https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/pddata/TMY/2025HB-06997-R000228-Shaiken,%20Ben,%20Director%20of%20Government%20Relations-CT%20Community%20Nonprofit%20Alliance-Supports-TMY.PDF

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Randy Collins, Associate Director of Policy, Connecticut Conference of Municipalities offered
testimony opposing the bill, stating that the bill would permit the recovery of reasonable
attorney's fees in successful actions for wrongful property tax assessment. He argued that
municipalities have seen a large increase in tax assessment appeals. He also stated that the
court already has the discretion to award attorney fees involving General Statutes § 12—-119
and goes into detail about the Zlotnick Const. Inc. v. Town of Stratford case in 2011.

John Chaponis, Legislative Chairman, Connecticut Association of Assessing Officers, offered
testimony opposing the bill, stating that the language in CGS 12-119a already allows the
court to award costs to either party. He provides testimony that the bill appears to be one-
sided and fails to make this fair to both sides, by also awarding legal fees to the municipality
when hit with a frivolous suit. He also states awarding legal fees to the municipality would
deter tax representative firms from filing massive amounts of tax appeals in every town.

Reported by: Date: 3/18/2025
Matthew Domejczyk, Assistant Clerk

Page 2 of 2 HB-6997


https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/pddata/TMY/2025HB-06997-R000228-Collins,%20Randy,%20Associate%20Director%20of%20Policy-The%20CCM-Opposes-TMY.PDF
https://cgalites.cga.ct.gov/2025/pddata/TMY/2025HB-06997-R000228-Chaponis,%20John,%20Legislative%20Chairman-CT%20Assoc%20of%20Assessing%20Officers-Opposes-TMY.PDF

