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Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
Committee on Children
REASONS FOR BILL:

The bill will have The Office of Early Childhood oversee a grant program, which provides
annual salary enhancement to early childhood providers that are eligible. The early childhood
care and education programs that are receiving the grants must be paid an annual salary that
is described by the bill starting July 15t, 2025.

This would enhance compensation and address the current pay disparities and improve the
well-being of licensed and license exempt professionals in early childhood education.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Office of Early Childhood, Commissioner, Beth Bye supports this bill citing the Blue Ribbon
panel report which proposes using state funded rate structure to support increased salaries in
early childhood professionals. The Blue Ribbon Panel does not recommend grants to
employees to improve salaries, but ongoing rate increases that support improved salaries.
Therefore, the OEC and the State of CT will not have to develop grant programs to pay small
business and public-school staff directly. The intent of the bill is supported but mostly the
approach of the Governor's budget for the Universal Preschool Endowment and continued
General Fund investment in the early childhood system.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:


https://www.cga.ct.gov/2025/kiddata/TMY/2025HB-06899-R010213-Bye,%20Beth,%20Commissioner-CT%20Office%20of%20Early%20Childhood--TMY.PDF

CT Cradle to Career Coalition, Policy Civic Engagement Director, Kathleen Callahan
supports ensuring fair compensation for early childhood educators to strengthen retention,
improve the quality and provide stability to the children under their care.

Connecticut Alliance of YMCAs, VP Government Relations, John Cattelan, School Readiness
Liaison, Krista Pisano support due to the staffing crisis and the high amount of unfilled early
childcare positions and the closure of classrooms. Raising parent fees to fund salary
increases is not a viable solution due to how burdened families are currently by childcare
costs. Investing in early educators will strengthen CT's childcare system, attract and retain
quality educators and ultimately benefit all children and families statewide.

Riverfront Children's Center, Preschool Teacher, Kayla Kermode, Riverfront Children's
Center, Preschool Teacher, Amanda Blood, Riverfront Children's Center, Preschool Teacher,
Arielle Yindra Riverfront Children's Center Administrative Assistant, Amanda Jane Cona, The
Riverfront Children's Center, Assistant Site Director, Bray Deppen, Riverfront Children's
Center, Executive Director, Jennifer Smith all support this bill sharing sentiments that it will
invest in the states future and ensuring that the next generation of children receive high
guality early education. Addressing the wage gap would not only help retain qualified
educators, but also reflect the education, responsibilities and impact that early childhood
professionals face working in the childcare field.

NE Early Childhood Council, Regional Director, Kristine Cicchetti, American Heart
Association, CT Government Relations Director, Jim Williams, YWCA, Chief Executive
Officer, Tracey Madden-Hennessey support this bill due to stress that many areas in
Connecticut face as "childcare deserts". Investing in early childhood educators will help bring
qualified providers to these areas and help retain the workforce that currently reside and are
struggling.

Connecticut Early Childhood Alliance, Manager of Membership Advocacy, Vanessa Hawke,
Connecticut Early Childhood Alliance, Executive Director, Merrill Gay, support the bill since it
will help improve the lives of the early childhood educators but also there will be significant
economic returns in the childcare sector also allowing parents to get into the workforce as
well. They call for some modifications to be made, since requiring programs to start paying
providers more before the salary enhancement grant is available to them will result in forcing
early childhood care centers out of business.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Coordinator, Eileen Costello opposes this bill due to the unsustainable incentive funds. The
money would be better suited to increasing payment rates to programs and helping decrease
parent payments to early childhood facilities.

Jennifer Sile and Jessica Stewart opposes due to the impracticality and unsustainable
solution. There is a lack of clear funding mechanism, potential legal overreach and the
economic harm it may cause early childhood care centers.
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Reported by: Nicole Chambrello Date: 2/20/25
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