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SPONSORS OF BILL: 
 
Commerce Committee 
 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
 
Arts, culture, and tourism are essential pieces of a thriving economy. They bring in people 
and money from outside the state, and they build up and support local communities from 
within. This bill seeks to stimulate the economy as a whole by tasking the Commissioner of 
Economic and Community Development with performing a study about arts, culture, and 
tourism issues in the state with a focus on investment in these sectors.  
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
Daniel O'Keefe, Commissioner, Department of Economic and Community 
Development: The DECD is concerned that this initiative was not factored into the 
Governor's budget. They state that they have access to a large amount of information related 
to arts, culture, and tourism that they have collected via other studies, and they are happy to 
share that information and answer any questions related to the topic. 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
Rufus de Rham, Interim Executive Director, Connecticut Arts Alliance: They expressed 
support for the bill, offering their help with providing data and information about arts, culture, 
and tourism in Connecticut. They have worked closely with DECD in the past on collecting 
data for studies and look forward to doing so again in the future. They shared statistics gather 
from other recent studies and opined that, pre-Covid, CT was among the top states in terms 
of cultural funding per capita. They believe we can return to those numbers again. 
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Scott Dolch, President and CEO, CT Restaurant Association: He supports this bill and 
commends the Commerce Committee for bringing it forward. However, he believes we 
should consider using the 1% meals and beverages tax increase from 2019 to create the CT 
Hospitality Fund which would direct resources back to the municipalities. He presented data 
on the meals and beverages tax recently, noting that the state has generated over $415 
million dollars in additional revenue for the general fund, with over $107 million generated in 
2024 alone. They was to reinvest that revenue in three areas: 50% to municipalities; 30% to 
the CT Office of Tourism; and 20% to workforce development in hospitality.  
 
Robert Murdock, President, CT Convention and Sports Bureau (CTMEETINGS): They 
support this bill but claim that without additional funding, they will have to cease operations 
on July 1, 2025. They believe the Governor's budget falls $500k short in the Office of 
Tourism's statewide marketing line, and this shortfall will mean their funding will stop. They 
state that they are the only company in CT that does what they do, and a valuable service will 
be lost if they shut down. The claim that in 2024, for every $1 invested in CTMEETINGS, 
$10.63 was returned to the state via sales tax. 
 
Chris Senecal, Senior Public Policy Officer, Hartford Foundation: They support this bill, 
noting their 100 years of service in CT and emphasizing the critical importance of the arts in 
our communities. They urge this committee to ensure this study builds on other art-related 
studies done in the past and encourage them to include a diverse selection of organizations 
and artists. They also think the study should be both qualitative and quantitative. 
 
Lynn Ward, President and CEO, Waterbury Regional Chamber: The Waterbury regional 
Chamber serves 14 towns in the greater Waterbury region. They expressed their support for 
this bill, stating their belief that it would be highly beneficial to the state's arts, culture, and 
tourism economic development policy goals. However, they also noted that this study was not 
contemplated in the Governor's budget, so funding may be an issue. 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
None expressed. 
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