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SPONSORS OF BILL: 
 
Transportation Committee 
 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
 
This bill prohibits intentionally projecting a laser on or at an aircraft or flight path, with the 
exception of U.S. or State Armed Forces or police officers performing official duties, making 
violations a Class A misdemeanor. This bill aims to address concerns about unmanned 
aircrafts flying over important infrastructure and facilities (as reported in recent months) with 
unknown motives and to be proactive in deterring activity from unknown aircrafts with 
unknown motives to protect passenger and aviation staff from any threat in the airspace. 
 
SUBSTITUTE LANGUAGE: 
 
The substitute language removes a section that was previously enacted. 
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
Michael Shea, Executive Director, Connecticut Airport Authority 
 
Director Shea supports the bill. He highlights the Connecticut Airport Authority's (CAA) 
accomplishments, including recent developments at Bradley International Airport and at 
Waterbury Oxford Airport, and that the CAA airports generate over $4 billion of economic 
output and support 25,000 jobs. He says the bill will build upon the safety initiatives passed in 
2024, especially related to unmanned aircraft. He further discusses Sec. 2, which prohibits 
the weaponization and unmanned aircraft believing that it is important to be proactive and 
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restrict people from weaponizing unmanned aircraft, and Sec. 3, which restricts the operation 
of unmanned aircraft near critical infrastructure. He says this will protect the public and 
facilities as unmanned aircraft are traveling closer to the facilities. He also notes Sec. 4, 
which prohibits intentionally projecting a laser on or at an aircraft or the flight path, noting that 
lasers can incapacitate pilots.  
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
Nicoletta Blevins, Government and Publics Relations Manager, South Central 
Connecticut Regional Water Authority 
 
Ms. Blevins supports the bill, as it helps to address the risk caused by drones in relation to 
water supply and other critical infrastructure. Drones carry hazardous payloads (like 
contaminants) which pose a real risk and threat to reservoirs and treatment plants and could 
even lead to public health crises and exposure to security vulnerabilities. Restricting drones 
flying over critical infrastructure is critical as drones becomes more dangerous in terms of 
sophistication and legislation like this helps to protect the public's safety and promote trust in 
the water supply of CT. 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
No testimony in opposition to the bill was submitted.  
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