Public Safety and Security Committee
JOINT FAVORABLE REPORT

Bill No.: HB-6853
AN ACT REQUIRING THE INCLUSION OF CERTAIN INFORMATION IN THE
Title:  STANDARDIZED METHOD OF RECORDING TRAFFIC STOP INFORMATION.
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File No.:

Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:
The Public Safely and Security Committee
REASONS FOR BILL:

This bill requires police officers during their standard operating procedures to document if a
traffic stop took place due to an alert by an auto-detection technology or a traffic violation.

In May 2012, the Connecticut General Assembly established the Racial Profiling Prohibition
Project Advisory Board. The advisory board was established to create data transparency
amongst the state and police officers. The advisory board consist of four subcommittees that
deals with data collection, community outreach, training, and policy. With the information
presented by the subcommittee the state can design legislation that moves the state in the
right direction.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Oyanadel Werner Policy Director for Commission on Women, Children, Seniors,
Equity, and Opportunity

Director Werner states that he is a statutory member of the Connecticut Racial Profiling
Prohibition Project Advisory Board. This board was established to help OPM in overseeing
Connecticut racial profiling study. Director Werner states that HB 6853 builds on the work
Connecticut data driven approach to preventing racial profiling by requiring police
departments to record whether a traffic stop was initiated by an automated detection
technology like a radar, laser, and automated license plate recognition systems. This aligns
with CTRP3 Advisory Board’s updated recommendations and supports improved data
collection. However, Director Werner mentions that there may be discrepancies in where and
these technologies are deployed. For example, if these systems are disproportionately used
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in communities of color, it may inadvertently reinforce existing disparities in traffic stops. The
benefit of collecting this data will help in identifying cause of these traffic stops. Director
Werner recommends that the data collected through this legislation should be used to assess
the racial and ethnic impact of these automated systems.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Kelly McConney Moore, NYC Law School Policing Project

Mrs. Moore supports this bill and states that the public cannot accurately and effectively
advocate for policy changes without understanding current policing practices. She advocates
for more transparency such as understanding how many police agencies across the state
posses and deploy automated systems. She states that this information is crucial to
understanding the effectiveness, accuracy, and appropriateness of these tools.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

Kenneth Barone Project Manager, Connecticut Racial Profiling Prohibition Project
Advisory Board

Mr. Barone states that the Connecticut Racial Profiling Prohibition Project Advisory Board
was established to guide OPM in designing, evaluating, and managing the racial profiling
study. He states that the Advisory Board issued a memo to all law enforcement agencies
outlining several updates to the traffic stop data collection process. A new data field along
with providing the reason for the stop are included in the memo and effectively capture the
information sought by HB 6853. They also state that they do not believe that any other
statutory changes are necessary. Lastly, Mr. Barone mentions that Connecticut’s data driven
approach has been nationally recognized and replicated across several states in the country.
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