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SPONSORS OF BILL: 
 
The Public Health Committee. 
 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
 
This bill prohibits substance use disorder facilities from denying treatment to patients who are 
not under the influence at the time of presentation. Currently, it is believed that substance use 
disorder facilities deny patients due to insurance coverage or policy reasons. The bill also 
updates various statutes regarding behavioral health and substance use disorder facilities.  
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
Nancy Navarretta, Commissioner, Department of Mental Health and Addiction 
Services: 
The Commissioner emphasized the importance of autonomy and choice regarding a person’s 
healthcare decisions and DMHAS would like to be part of the conversation to ensure the right 
balance. She added that certified providers of substance use disorder services are required 
by the CMS Substance Use Disorder (SUD) waiver to use the American Society of Addiction 
Medicine (ASAM)criteria to determine appropriate level of care. She stated that currently 
there exists a continuum of care for individuals suffering from substance abuse disorder and 
she would like more clarity concerning the definition of a “rehabilitation facility”. 
 
Devin Carney, State Representative, 23rd District, CT General Assembly: 
Rep. Carney supports the bill as he believes it will support addicts in recovery. He 
commented on the difficulties of helping an addict recover as he faced this issue in his own 
life. He mentioned that facilities will only take a person while they are under the influence and 
how it forces people to take substances to be accepted into facilities. He stated that facilities 
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don’t accept people due to policy or insurance purposes and the only other option is to pay 
out of pocket. 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
Christina Mukon, DNP, FNP, NP-C, Connecticut APRN Society: 
Ms. Mukon would like APRNs, and PAs included in the language since the word “physician” 
does not reflect the reality of the clinicians who are making healthcare decisions. She would 
also like sections that update services for behavioral health and substance use disorders to 
include APRNs and PAs. 
 
Monika Nugent, Public Policy Associate, The Alliance: 
Ms. Nugent supports the spirit of the bill and encourages the committee to review section 2 of 
the bill as the most recent ASAM criteria do not require admissions only while a person is 
intoxicated. The practice of denying treatment does not seem to be happening. 
 
Jason Prevelige, Chair of Legislative Committee, CT Academy of Physician Associates 
Mr. Prevelige submitted similar testimony in support of this legislation. 
 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
None Expressed 
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