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sHB-7216
AN ACT IMPLEMENTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE
TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND CAREER SYSTEM.

OFA Fiscal Note

State Impact:

Agency Affected Fund-Effect FY 26 $ FY 27 $
Board of Regents for Higher GF - Cost Upto27 Upto 2.7
Education million million

Note: GF=General Fund
Municipal Impact: None

Explanation

The bill results in a cost of up to $2.7 million annually beginning in
FY 26 to the Board of Regents for Higher Education (BOR). It expands
the PACT (debt free community college) program to include students
enrolled in adult education programs at the Connecticut Technical
Education and Career System (CTECS). The bill requires BOR to pay out
the awards based on information CTECS will report.

It is estimated to cost up to $2.7 million annually to expand PACT to
include CTECS adult education programs. There are currently 1,436
students enrolled in such programs. Annual tuition, and the length of
time required for program completion, varies. For example, the cost of
the apprenticeship coursework to obtain an unlimited journeyman
license in a CTECS evening program for plumbing, HVAC, or electrical
is approximately $1,600 per year for four years, while the coursework to
earn a trade license in the two-year, full-day program at Bristol TEC is
$4,000 per year for two years. CTECS also administers two aviation
maintenance programs which cost $7,200 over 20 months ($3,600
annually). Most CTECS adult students (over 1,200) are in the
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apprenticeship coursework program.

The bill requires students to complete the Federal Application for
Free Student Aid (FAFSA) to participate in the program. Additionally,
some students' costs may be defrayed by federal or other grants. To the
extent that: (1) students are ineligible to participate due to failure to
complete the FAFSA, or (2) students who are eligible receive federal or
other grants, the estimated cost of the bill would be less than $2.7 million

annually.

The Out Years

The annualized ongoing fiscal impact identified above would
continue into the future subject to the number of students enrolled in

CTECS adult education programs and the tuition for such programs.
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