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vp Senate

General Assembly File No. 669

January Session, 2025 Substitute Senate Bill No. 1495

Senate, April 14, 2025

The Committee on Environment reported through SEN. LOPES
of the 6th Dist., Chairperson of the Committee on the part of the
Senate, that the substitute bill ought to pass.

AN ACT CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION'S REVIEW OF SURPLUS STATE
PROPERTY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

Section 1. Subdivision (1) of subsection (c) of section 4b-21 of the
general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective from passage):

(c) (1) Not later than thirty days after receipt of such notification from
the secretary, the following agencies shall determine and notify the
secretary in writing if the land, improvement or interest serves the
following needs: (A) The Commissioner of Economic and Community
Development, whether it can be used or adapted for economic
development or exchanged for property that can be used for economic
development; (B) the Commissioner of Transportation, whether it can
be used for transportation purposes; (C) the Commissioner of Energy
and Environmental Protection, whether it can be used for open space

purposes, for the siting of a renewable energy facility or to otherwise

support the department's mission; (D) the Commissioner of Agriculture,
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whether it can be used for farming or agricultural purposes; (E) the
Commissioner of Veterans Affairs, whether it can be used for veterans'
housing; (F) the Commissioner of Children and Families, whether it can
be used to support the department's mission; (G) the Commissioner of
Developmental Services, whether it can be used to support the
department's mission; (H) the Commissioner of Administrative
Services, whether it can be used to house state agencies or can be leased;
(I) the Commissioner of Housing, whether it can be used as an
emergency shelter or transitional living facility for homeless persons, or
used for the construction, rehabilitation or renovation of housing for
persons and families of low and moderate income; and (J) the
Commissioner of Early Childhood, whether it can be used for the
provision of early childhood care and early childhood education

programs.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section1 | from passage | 4b-21(c)(1)

ENV Joint Favorable Subst.
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The following Fiscal Impact Statement and Bill Analysis are prepared for the benefit of the members of
the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and explanation and do not
represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber thereof for any purpose. In general,
fiscal impacts are based upon a variety of informational sources, including the analyst’s professional
knowledge. Whenever applicable, agency data is consulted as part of the analysis, however final

products do not necessarily reflect an assessment from any specific department.

OFA Fiscal Note

State Impact: None
Municipal Impact: None
Explanation

This bill requires the Department of Energy and Environmental
Protection (DEEP) commissioner to notify the Office of Policy and
Management (OPM) secretary if certain surplus state property can be
used for siting a renewable energy facility. This is not anticipated to

result in a fiscal impact as both DEEP and OPM have the staff and

expertise necessary to complete the requirements within the bill.

The Out Years

State Impact: None

Municipal Impact: None
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OLR Bill Analysis
sSB 1495

AN ACT CONCERNING THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION'S REVIEW OF SURPLUS STATE
PROPERTY.

SUMMARY

This bill requires the Department of Energy and Environmental
Protection (DEEP) commissioner to notify the Office of Policy and
Management (OPM) secretary if certain surplus state property can be
used for siting a renewable energy facility. Existing law requires the
DEEP commissioner to notify the OPM secretary if the surplus state
property can be used for open space purposes or to otherwise support

the department’s mission.
EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon passage

BACKGROUND
Agency Reviews of Surplus State Property

By law, the OPM secretary must notify all state agencies when an
agency informs him it no longer needs a property it controls. The law
requires specified commissioners to determine and notify the secretary
if the property can be used for certain purposes related to their agency’s
mission (e.g., commissioners of Economic and Community
Development, Energy and Environmental Protection, Transportation,
and Housing). Commissioners who determine they can use the property
must submit a plan describing the proposed use for the secretary’s

review.

COMMITTEE ACTION

Environment Committee

Joint Favorable Substitute
Yea 32 Nay 0 (03/24/2025)
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