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General Assembly File No. 439
January Session, 2025 Substitute Senate Bill No. 1471
Senate, April 2, 2025

The Committee on Human Services reported through SEN.
LESSER of the 9th Dist., Chairperson of the Committee on the
part of the Senate, that the substitute bill ought to pass.

AN ACT CONCERNING A PILOT PROGRAM TO PROVIDE A
COMMUNITY-BASED MEMORY CARE PROGRAM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

Section 1. (Effective July 1, 2025) (a) The Commissioner of Social
Services shall develop a two-year pilot program in the city of Hartford
to provide a subsidized memory care program for low-income senior
citizens. In selecting a contractor for the program, the commissioner
shall give priority to any community action agency, as defined in section
17b-885 of the general statutes, with experience operating a program
that provides assisted living services to senior citizens in the city of
Hartford.

(b) The memory care program shall comply with the requirements of
section 19a-562 of the general statutes and be offered as an alternative to
placements in secured wunits in skilled nursing facilities. The
commissioner shall develop a funding model that maximizes the use of
state funds, within available appropriations. The commissioner may
seek federal approval for a Medicaid waiver program to support the
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pilot program.

(c) In designing the pilot program, the commissioner shall appoint
and convene a working group to provide input. Members of the
working group shall include representatives of community action
agencies, organizations that advocate for senior citizens and medical
professionals specializing in Alzheimer's disease and dementia care.
Not later than September 1, 2025, the commissioner shall file a report, in
accordance with the provisions of section 11-4a of the general statutes,
on development of the pilot program with the joint standing committees
of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to
human services and public health. For purposes of this section, "senior

citizen" means a person age sixty-five and older.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 ‘ July 1, 2025 ‘ New section

Statement of Legislative Commissioners:
In Subsec. (c), "disease" was added after "Alzheimer's" for clarity.

HS Joint Favorable Subst. -LCO
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The following Fiscal Impact Statement and Bill Analysis are prepared for the benefit of the members of
the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and explanation and do not
represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber thereof for any purpose. In general,
fiscal impacts are based upon a variety of informational sources, including the analyst’s professional
knowledge. Whenever applicable, agency data is consulted as part of the analysis, however final

products do not necessarily reflect an assessment from any specific department.

OFA Fiscal Note

State Impact:

Agency Affected Fund-Effect FY 26 $ FY27$

Social Services, Dept. GF - Cost See Below See Below
Note: GF=General Fund

Municipal Impact: None

Explanation

The bill requires the Department of Social Services (DSS) to 1)
develop a pilot program to provide a subsidized memory care program
for low-income senior citizens; 2) develop a funding model that
maximizes the use of state funds; and 3) convene a working group to
provide input on the development of the pilot program and funding
model.

DSS will incur costs to develop and implement the pilot program, the
extent of which depends on the scope of the pilot and staff required to
administer the provisions of the bill.

The Out Years

Costs in the outyears will depend upon the end date of the pilot.
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OLR Bill Analysis
sSB 1471

AN ACT CONCERNING A PILOT PROGRAM TO PROVIDE A
COMMUNITY-BASED MEMORY CARE PROGRAM.

SUMMARY
The Office of Legislative Research does not analyze Special Acts.

COMMITTEE ACTION

Human Services Committee

Joint Favorable
Yea 16 Nay 6 (03/18/2025)
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