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House Bill No. 7121

January Session, 2025

House of Representatives, March 27, 2025

The Committee on Veterans' and Military Affairs reported
through REP. FOSTER of the 57th Dist., Chairperson of the
Committee on the part of the House, that the bill ought to pass.

AN ACT EXCLUDING VETERANS' FEDERAL SERVICE-CONNECTED
DISABILITY BENEFITS FOR PURPOSES OF ELIGIBILITY FOR
ASSISTANCE FROM A PUBLIC DEFENDER.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

—_

Section 1. Section 51-297 of the general statutes, as amended by

N

section 201 of public act 23-204, is repealed and the following is
substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2025):

(6]

(a) A public defender, assistant public defender or deputy assistant
public defender shall make such investigation of the financial status of
each person he has been appointed to represent or who has requested
representation based on indigency, as he deems necessary. He shall

cause the person to complete a written statement under oath or

O 0 N O U1 B

affirmation setting forth his liabilities and assets, income and sources
10  thereof, and such other information which the commission shall

11  designate and require on forms furnished for such purpose.

12 (b) Any person who intentionally falsifies a written statement in
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order to obtain appointment of a public defender, assistant public
defender or deputy assistant public defender shall be guilty of a class A
misdemeanor.

(c) If a public defender, assistant public defender or deputy assistant
public defender is appointed to provide assistance to any person and he
subsequently determines that the person is ineligible for assistance, the
public defender, assistant public defender or deputy assistant public
defender shall promptly inform the person in writing and make a
motion to withdraw his appearance if filed, or his appointment if made
by the court, as soon as it is practical to do so without prejudice to the
case, giving the defendant a reasonable time to secure private counsel.
If the withdrawal is granted by the court, the person shall reimburse the
commission for any assistance which has been provided for which the

person is ineligible.

(d) Reimbursement to the commission shall be made in accordance
with a schedule of reasonable charges for public defender services

which shall be provided by the commission.

(e) The Chief Public Defender or anyone serving under him may
institute an investigation into the financial status of each defendant at
such times as the circumstances shall warrant. In connection therewith,
he shall have the authority to require a defendant or the parents,
guardians or other persons responsible for the support of a minor
defendant, child or youth, or those persons holding property in trust or
otherwise for a defendant, child or youth, to execute and deliver such
written authorizations as may be necessary to provide the Chief Public
Defender, or anyone serving under him, with access to records of public
or private sources, otherwise confidential, or any other information,
which may be relevant to the making of a decision as to eligibility under
this chapter. The Chief Public Defender, the Deputy Chief Public
Defender, and each public defender, assistant public defender and
deputy assistant public defender or designee, are authorized to obtain
information from any office of the state or any subdivision or agency
thereof on request and without payment of any fees.
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(f) (1) As used in this chapter, "indigent defendant" means (A) a
person who is formally charged with the commission of a crime
punishable by imprisonment and who does not have the financial ability
at the time of his request for representation to secure competent legal
representation and to provide other necessary expenses of legal
representation; (B) a child who has a right to counsel under the
provisions of subsection (a) of section 46b-135 and who does not have
the financial ability at the time of his request for representation to secure
competent legal representation and to provide other necessary expenses
of legal representation; or (C) any person who has a right to counsel
under section 46b-136 and who does not have the financial ability at the
time of his request for representation to secure competent legal
representation and to provide other necessary expenses of legal
representation.

(2) An assessment determining whether a person has the financial
ability to secure competent legal representation and to provide other
necessary expenses of legal representation or qualifies as an indigent
defendant pursuant to subdivision (1) of this subsection shall be based
upon guidelines established by the commission. The commission shall
annually establish such guidelines providing that a person whose
income, which shall exclude all service-connected disability benefits

administered by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs and

otherwise be calculated as described in such guidelines, is two hundred
tifty per cent or less of the federal poverty level may qualify as an
indigent defendant. The commission shall make such guidelines
available to the public on the Division of Public Defender Service's

Internet web site.

(g) If the Chief Public Defender or anyone serving under the Chief
Public Defender determines that an individual is not eligible to receive
the services of a public defender under this chapter, the individual may
appeal the decision to the court before which the individual's case is
pending.
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This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section1 | July 1, 2025 | 51-297

VA Joint Favorable
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The following Fiscal Impact Statement and Bill Analysis are prepared for the benefit of the members of
the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and explanation and do not
represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber thereof for any purpose. In general,
fiscal impacts are based upon a variety of informational sources, including the analyst’s professional
knowledge. Whenever applicable, agency data is consulted as part of the analysis, however final

products do not necessarily reflect an assessment from any specific department.

OFA Fiscal Note

State Impact:

Agency Affected Fund-Effect FY 26 $ FY27$
Pub. Defender Serv. Com. GF - Cost 361,800 356,800
State Comptroller - Fringe GF - Cost 75,945 75,945
Benefits!

Note: GF=General Fund
Municipal Impact: None

Explanation

The bill, which requires the exclusion of veterans' disability benefits
from public defender services eligibility determination, results in a cost
of approximately $361,800 in FY 26 and $356,800 in FY 27 to the Division
of Public Defender Services (PDS) and about $75,945 in FY 26 and FY 27
to the Office of the State Comptroller for fringe benefits.

It is anticipated that PDS will need two new positions for an
estimated annual cost of $195,900 for salaries and other expenses.2 There
will be an approximate one-time cost of $5,000 in FY 26 for equipment.
Additionally, it is estimated that the possible case load increase will

result in a cost of $160,900 for assigned counsel.

There are approximately 33,000 Connecticut residents who receive
service-connected disability benefits. Based on current crime statistics,

it is estimated that approximately 620 may be justice involved and need

1 The fringe benefit costs for most state employees are budgeted centrally in accounts
administered by the Comptroller. The estimated active employee fringe benefit cost
associated with most personnel changes is 40.71% of payroll in FY 26.

2 The current salary for a Deputy Assistant Public Defender is $93,275. The estimated
other expenses rate is 5%.
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the services of a public defender.

The Out Years

The annualized ongoing fiscal impact identified above would
continue into the future subject to inflation and the actual number of

new cases.

Sources:  Crime in Connecticut Annual Report 2023
National Center for Veterans Analysis and Statistics Connecticut State
Summary 2023
The Annual Report of the Chief Public Defender 2024
U.S. Census Quick Facts Connecticut 2023
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I
OLR Bill Analysis
HB 7121

AN ACT EXCLUDING VETERANS' FEDERAL SERVICE-
CONNECTED DISABILITY BENEFITS FOR PURPOSES OF
ELIGIBILITY FOR ASSISTANCE FROM A PUBLIC DEFENDER.

SUMMARY

This bill requires excluding a person’s service-connected disability
benefits administered by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs from
consideration under the guidelines public defenders use to determine

indigency and eligibility for public defender services.
EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2025

BACKGROUND
Definition of an Indigent Defendant

By law, an “indigent defendant” is an adult charged with a crime; a
child who has a right to counsel in a juvenile matter; or a parent,
guardian, or other person in certain cases, who does not have the
financial ability to secure competent legal representation and pay

necessary expenses of legal representation.

Calculation of Income to Determine Eligibility for a Public
Defender

By law, the commission is required to make annual guidelines. A
person’s income, which must be calculated according to the guidelines
and that is 250% or less of the federal poverty level, may qualify as an
indigent defendant.

COMMITTEE ACTION

Veterans' and Military Affairs Committee

Joint Favorable
Yea 20 Nay 0 (03/11/2025)
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