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House of Representatives, March 25, 2025 
 
The Committee on Housing reported through REP. FELIPE of 
the 130th Dist., Chairperson of the Committee on the part of the 
House, that the bill ought to pass. 
 

 
 
 AN ACT AUTHORIZING STATE FUNDING FOR THE RIGHT TO 
COUNSEL PROGRAM.  

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. Subsection (b) of section 47a-75 of the general statutes is 1 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2 

2025): 3 

(b) There is established a right to counsel program for the purpose of 4 

providing any covered individual with legal representation at no cost in 5 

a covered matter initiated on or after July 1, 2021. The Judicial Branch 6 

shall, using available federal or state funds, contract with or enter a 7 

memorandum of agreement with an administering entity to administer 8 

the right to counsel program. The administering entity, within the 9 

funding available to it for the right to counsel program, shall fund the 10 

provision of legal representation by designated organizations under this 11 

section. A designated organization may subcontract with a nonprofit or 12 

community organization to provide legal representation to a covered 13 

individual, and to provide tenant outreach and education. A designated 14 
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organization shall, at a minimum: (1) Have substantial expertise in 15 

housing law and landlord tenant law and substantial experience 16 

furnishing free legal assistance to eligible individuals; (2) have a 17 

demonstrated history of serving the low-income community; (3) 18 

identify the geographic area in which such organization provides legal 19 

representation; (4) have a plan to reach and provide legal representation 20 

to income-eligible persons with limited English proficiency; and (5) 21 

provide appropriate supervision and training.  22 

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following 
sections: 
 

Section 1 July 1, 2025 47a-75(b) 

 
HSG Joint Favorable  
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The following Fiscal Impact Statement and Bill Analysis are prepared for the benefit of the members of 

the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and explanation and do not 

represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber thereof for any purpose. In general, 

fiscal impacts are based upon a variety of informational sources, including the analyst’s professional 

knowledge.  Whenever applicable, agency data is consulted as part of the analysis, however final 

products do not necessarily reflect an assessment from any specific department. 

 

OFA Fiscal Note 
 
State Impact: 

Agency Affected Fund-Effect FY 26 $ FY 27 $ 

Judicial Dept. GF - Cost 1.7 million - 
3 million 

4.2 million - 
5.5 million 

Note: GF=General Fund 

  

Municipal Impact: None  

Explanation 

The bill, which requires the Judicial Department to administer the 

Right to Counsel program, results in an estimated cost of $1.7 million - 

$3 million in FY 26 and $4.2 million - $5.5 million in FY 27. The cost in 

FY 26 is partially offset by obligated federal funds.  

The Judicial Department currently contracts with the Connecticut Bar 

Foundation (CBF) to administer the Right to Counsel program using 

federal dollars. These federal dollars are required to be expended or 

returned by December 31, 2026. There is an anticipated $2.5 million 

available in federal funds for FY 26. CBF's annual cost for this program 

has been between $4.2 million - $5.5 million annually with most of these 

funds sub-granted to other organizations.  

The Out Years 

The annualized ongoing fiscal impact identified above would 

continue into the future subject to the number of eligible tenants at risk 

of eviction.  
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OLR Bill Analysis 

HB 6939  

 
AN ACT AUTHORIZING STATE FUNDING FOR THE RIGHT TO 
COUNSEL PROGRAM.  
 
SUMMARY 

This bill allows available state funds to be used for the state’s Right 

to Counsel (RTC) program, in addition to available federal funds as 

current law allows.  

The RTC program provides free legal representation to income-

eligible tenants in (1) eviction proceedings and (2) administrative 

proceedings necessary to preserve a state or federal housing subsidy or 

prevent a proposed lease termination. The Connecticut Bar Foundation 

currently administers it.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2025  

COMMITTEE ACTION 

Housing Committee 

Joint Favorable 
Yea 12 Nay 6 (03/06/2025) 

 


