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Issue

Which states have banned gas-powered lawn tools and have any Connecticut towns banned use of
these tools? OLR Report 2025-R-0139 supplements this report.

Summary

We identified five states and the District of Columbia with statutes or regulations that ban or restrict
the use of certain types of gas-powered lawn equipment. These provisions vary, including requiring
that newly manufactured small off-road engines (SORE, or spark-ignition engines of up to 25
horsepower, including leaf blowers and other lawn equipment) be zero emission starting with model
year 2024 (California), prohibiting sale or use of gas-powered leaf blowers (D.C.), restricting use of
leaf blowers in certain areas or in certain ways (Arizona and Hawaii), and restricting use of certain
gas-powered lawn and garden equipment by government entities (Colorado and Vermont).

We identified five Connecticut towns with restrictions on use of lawn tools, leaf blowers, or both:
Greenwich, Norwalk, Stamford, Wallingford, and Westport. These restrictions vary but include time
of day and time of year restrictions and noise level restrictions. Some provisions apply only to leaf
blowers and others apply more broadly to lawn and garden equipment. Norwalk’s ordinance
imposes a future ban on use of gas-powered leaf blowers if its council approves the ban’s
implementation in another vote.

www.cga.ct.gov/olr Connecticut General Assembly (860) 240-8400
OLRequest@cga.ct.gov Office of Legislative Research Room 5300
L Stephanie A. D’Ambrose, Director Legislative Office Building



http://www.cga.ct.gov/olr
mailto:OLRequest@cga.ct.gov
https://twitter.com/CT_OLR
https://cga.ct.gov/2025/rpt/pdf/2025-R-0139.pdf

Laws in Other States

Arizona

Arizona law prohibits using leaf blowers in certain parts of the state (1) to blow landscape debris
onto public roadways or (2) on surfaces that have not been stabilized with certain material (such as
concrete, hardscape, or vegetative cover). These restrictions apply in:

1. counties with a population of at least two million (Maricopa County, which includes Phoenix)
or

2. any part of a county that is in an area designated as having high particulate matter (PM)
pollution under federal law (a serious PM-10 nonattainment area) or that previously had
such a designation and is now a maintenance area under federal law.

The law also requires (1) those who use leaf blowers for commercial purposes to be trained on how
to operate them in a way that minimizes dust emissions and (2) lessors and sellers of the blowers
to give their customers materials on such things as using them in a way that reduces dust
(Ariz.Rev.Stat. § 49-457.01).

A violation can be subject to an order of abatement, an injunction, and a civil penalty of up to
$10,000 (Ariz.Rev.Stat. § 49-461 et seq.). A person who violates an abatement order commits a
class 5 felony, punishable by a range of prison sentences, a fine of up to $150,000, or both
(Ariz.Rev.Stat. §§ 49-464(D), 13-701 et seq. & 13-801). A person who violates any of these
provisions with criminal negligence commits a class 1 misdemeanor, punishable by up to six
months in prison, a fine of up to $2,500, or both (Ariz.Rev.Stat. §§ 49-464(L)(4), 13-707 & 13-
802).

A separate air quality control law requires Maricopa, Pinal, and Yavapai counties (near Phoenix) to:

1. limit the use of leaf blowers by county employees or contractors on high pollution days and

2. adopt ordinances that (a) prohibit blowing landscape debris onto public roadways and (b)
limit the surfaces on which a leaf blower may be used (Ariz.Rev.Stat. § 11-877).

California

California law requires the California Air Resources Board (CARB) to adopt regulations to reduce
emissions from new SORE (Cal. Health & Safety Code § 43018.11). CARB’s regulations require,
among other things, newly manufactured SORE that are sold in California to be zero emission
starting with model year 2024 (Cal. Code of Regulations Title 13, Div. 3, Ch. 9, Art. 1).
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Colorado

Beginning June 1, 2025, a Colorado regulation prohibits during the time period between June 1 and
August 31 of each year:

1. state agencies, and those contracted to provide them with lawn and garden services, from
using gas-powered push and hand-held lawn and garden equipment with internal
combustion engines of less than 25 horsepower and

2. federal and local government agencies, and those contracted to provide them with lawn and
garden services, from using this equipment if it has an engine of less than 10 horsepower in

an ozone nonattainment area (an area designated as not meeting federal law for air quality
based on pollutants).

The prohibition does not apply to use:
1. during a declared emergency;
2. by first responders providing emergency services;
3. for fire hazard reduction and post-fire recovery in certain wildland areas;
4. for riparian, forest, or grassland management; or
5. for public safety.
The regulation also imposes reporting requirements on agency use of this equipment from June 1

to August 31 each year (Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment Regulation No. 29,
5 CCR 1001-33).

District of Columbia

D.C. regulations prohibit selling or using a leaf blower that (1) is gas-powered or (2) has an average
sound level greater than 70 decibels at a distance of 50 feet from the leaf blower. The regulation
also prohibits use of a leaf blower between 8:30 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. A violation is subject to a civil
fine of up to $500 (20 DCMR 2808).

Hawaii

Hawaii restricts operating a leaf blower in an urban land use district’s residential zone or within 100
feet of the zone to between (1) 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday and (2) 9:00
a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on Sunday or a holiday. Government entities and their agents are exempt from
these restrictions. Counties may adopt stricter limits. A first violation is punishable by a $50 fine, a
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second violation a $100 fine, a third violation a $200 fine, and a subsequent violation a $500 fine
(Haw. Rev. Stat. § 342F-30.8).

A separate law on leaf blower debris prohibits using a leaf blower in a way that blows leaves, dust,
and other materials onto (1) an adjoining property owner’s land without his or her consent or (2)
public rights-of-way or another person’s private property and allowing the debris to remain there for
more than 30 minutes (Haw. Rev. Stat. § 342H-36.5).

Vermont

Vermont law requires the state Department of Buildings and General Services to purchase or lease
electric lawnmowers, leaf blowers, and trimmers when a functional equivalent electric product is
available (VT 2020 Acts No. 154, § E.112).

Connecticut Municipalities

The table below describes ordinances in municipalities in the state that restrict use of gas-powered
lawn equipment.

Table 1: Lawn Equipment Restrictions in Connecticut Municipalities

Municipality Ordinance Restrictions

For leaf blowers:
o Use restricted to (1) weekdays between 8:00 am and 6:00 pm and (2)
weekends and holidays between 9:00 am and 3:00 pm
o Gas-powered leaf blower use generally prohibited in residential zones between
6:00 pm the Friday before Memorial Day and September 30 (this prohibition
ends after Labor Day for properties of two or more acres)
o Commercial use of gas-powered leaf blowers prohibited on Sundays in
(M residential zones
Ordinances o Properties of .25 acres or less may only be served by one leaf blower at a time
Ch. 68) e Use of other lawn or garden tools that exceed certain noise limits prohibited from 9:00
pm to 8:00 am
e These provisions do not apply to noise from snow-removal equipment or leaf blowers
used for storm clean-up operations
e Penalties: first offense, warning and education; second offense, $100 fine;
subsequent offense, $249 fine. Each day’s violation is a separate offense

Greenwich
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Municipality

Table 1 (continued)

Ordinance Restrictions

Norwalk
(Code of
Ordinances
Ch. 61A)

Leaf blower use on non-impervious surfaces (e.g., lawns, parks, playing fields) only
permitted:

o April 1toJune 1 and

o October 15 to December 15
No day restrictions for using electric-powered leaf blowers on impervious surfaces
(such as sidewalks, pool decks, and parking lots)
When permitted, leaf blowers may only be used:

o Weekdays between 8:00 am and 6:00 pm

o Saturday between 10:00 am and 5:00 pm

o For property owners and tenants, also on Sunday and holidays between 10:00

am and 4:00 pm

If the council takes an additional vote by September 1, 2026, to approve
implementation, the use of gas-powered leaf blowers is banned:

o On properties of two acres or less beginning January 1, 2027, and

o On all properties beginning January 1, 2028
Mayor may impose further restrictions during a water emergency or temporarily
suspend restrictions for cleanup after extreme weather events or emergencies
Penalties: first violation is a written warning, subsequent violations are punishable by a
fine of up to $250, and each use of a leaf blower on a property is a separate violation
(the owner or operator of a landscape or similar service is solely responsible for
violations by an employee or agent)

Stamford

(Code of
Ordinances
Ch. 164)

Domestic power equipment, other than gas-powered leaf blowers, subject to noise
level restrictions except between (1) 8:00 am and 8:00 pm Monday to Saturday and
(2) 10:00 am and 5:00 pm Sundays and holidays
Gas-powered leaf blower use permitted during the following times:
o January 1 through September 30:
=  Weekdays between 8:00 am and 6:00 pm
=  Weekends and holidays between 10:00 am and 3:00 pm
o October 1 through December 31:
= Monday-Saturday between 8:00 am and 8:00 pm
= Sunday and holidays between 10:00 am and 5:00 pm
Penalties: $250 fine, except violations of gas-powered leaf blower provisions are

subject to a fine of up to $90, and each hour or portion of one in violation is a separate
offense
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Table 1 (continued)

Municipality Ordinance Restrictions

e Domestic power equipment and properly muffled gas-powered lawn equipment, other

Wallingford than gas-powered leaf blowers, subject to noise level restrictions except between 7:00
(Code of am and 8:00 pm

Ordinances e Electric- and gas-powered leaf blower use prohibited between sundown, but not later
Ch. 144) than 9:00 pm, and 7:00 am

e Penalties: $60 fine and each day a violation continues is a separate violation
e (Gas-powered leaf blower use:

o prohibited from May 15 through October 15

o during the remainder of the year:

= permitted for residents maintaining their property on weekdays
between 7:00 am and 8:00 pm and weekends and holidays between

Westport 9:00 am and 8:00 pm
(Code of = for others, permitted on days other than holidays between 8:00 am
Ordinances § and 6:00 pm
42-101et | e Electric-powered leaf blower use only permitted:
seq.) o weekdays between 7:00 am and 8:00 pm

o weekends and holidays between 9:00 am and 8:00 pm

e These provisions do not apply to storm clean-up, emergencies affecting residents’
health or safety, snow removal, use by public utilities, use on state- or town-owned
property, or use on property other than residential communities that is larger than 20
acres

CR:ms
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