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My name is Janine Pierson. I am a resident of Canton, CT. In July of 2022, I took a 23&me DNA test
and learned that I am the product of fertility fraud. I learned the shocking truth that my biological father
was none other than the fertility doctor who performed artificial insemination on my mother in 1986. He
told my mother he would be using an anonymous Yale medical intern's sperm for the procedure, but
instead he used his own sperm without her consent. When I shared the truth with my mother, she was
absolutely shocked and horrified. She felt violated, deceived, and humiliated. Not only did we learn this
doctor was my biological father, but I have also matched with 24 half siblings to date through multiple
DNA websites. I have siblings who have dated, I have grown up in close contact with other siblings, and
I wasn't even aware of it. Learning I was the product of fertility fraud has impacted my entire identity as
well as my mental health, I'm in constant fear that anyone I know could be my half sibling and it has
forever changed how I feel about placing trust in medical providers. 
I am providing this testimony in support of HB #5423 and I strongly urge all of those in the position to
pass this bill into legislation to please do so. 
I would also recommend that the statute of limitations to take action and file suit be increased from the
current 2 years to a minimum of 6. Many of my half siblings had no idea when they first discovered the
truth that there would be so many of us or how deeply traumatizing this experience would be as time
goes by. But by the time they processed the information effectively, they have been unable to seek
justice due to the 2 year statute. 
I would also suggest creating a minimum amount for damages to make a person whole, as the impact of
which for the future is unknown. At any time we could learn we have dated a sibling, a close friend or a
relative. We also do not have access to important medical history to accurately assess health risks for the
future. Lastly, I would suggest addressing the criminality of fertility fraud to deter other doctors from
conducting themselves in this way moving forward. There should be some legal recourse for this
complete violation.
In closing, I am proud that CT has raised this bill to protect patients and against fertility fraud and to
allow victims and families like ours to seek justice. I am currently 9 months pregnant, and once my son is
born, he will have 42 first cousins that we are currently aware of. Many of whom live in close proximity
to us. The likelihood that he will date or mix with his cousins one day is terrifying and it illustrates how
this deceit and intentional infliction of non-consent has consequences which trickle down through
multiple generations. We ask you to please pass this bill into law to prevent this from impacting other
families and to protect the people of CT. Thank you.


