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Senate Bill No. 2; An Act Concerning Artificial Intelligence 
 
Senator Maroney, Representative D’Agostino, Senator Cicarella, Representative 
Rutigliano and members of the General Law Committee.  My name is Daniel O’Keefe, 
and I am Commissioner Designate of the Department of Economic and Community 
Development (DECD) and the state’s Chief Innovation Officer. I appreciate this 
opportunity submit testimony on Senate Bill No. 2 An Act Concerning Artificial 
Intelligence. 
 

Our mission at DECD is to develop and implement strategies to increase the state’s 
economic competitiveness. We do this by attracting and retaining businesses and 
jobs, revitalizing neighborhoods and communities, and preserving and promoting 
Connecticut’s arts, cultural, and tourism assets. 
 
When working with innovation thought leaders and businesses, as well as engaging 
with businesses across the state, it is obvious that Artificial Intelligence (AI) is a 
serious new technology which will be transformative for the technology economy in 
many ways. The broad intent of this bill is to prevent AI-driven discrimination and 
inform consumers about the kinds of systems they are interacting with.  
 
To keep competitive in the technology economy, CT should work in concert with 
other states or with federal policy makers as regulations are being developed to 
ensure alignment. Having AI regulations that are unique to CT will cause developers 
and startups to pause before operating here, no matter how well intentioned and 
well-crafted the law is. If other states have no AI regulations, companies will choose 
to locate in those states instead of CT.  
 



 

 
 

As you know, AI is rapidly evolving and being adopted in every industry. I urge the 
legislature to be wary of unintended consequences which may slow the ability of CT 
businesses to evolve on pace with their competitors. 
 
I understand the concern about discrimination in AI models, but existing non-
discrimination laws will apply to this new technology. An approach which reiterates 
that deployers and developers have to abide by existing nondiscrimination laws 
would ensure the public continues to be protected by the law, without imposing a 
large number of novel regulatory requirements on startups and businesses that are 
unique to CT.  
 
Section 17 of the committee bill tasks DECD with several initiatives. We are already 
working on initiatives around high-performance computing services to businesses 
and researchers in the state. We welcome the task of collaborating on confidential 
computing clusters for businesses and researchers in the state, but recommend we 
start with developing on a plan first. There could potentially be significant cost for 
this endeavor, therefore we recommend putting a plan together as a first step. The 
“CT AI Symposium” is intended to foster collaboration between academia, 
government, and industry for the purpose of establishing and growing artificial 
intelligence business in the state and would require funding. 
 
I would look forward to continued discussions on this legislation. Thank you for your 
time and consideration. 


