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Testimony: 

My parents moved to this house, from Northern Vermont, in the mid-late ‘50’s, both came from multi-
generations of farmers. It didn't take my Dad long to figure out what he could plant on this land with a
multitude of granite boulders lacing the fields….Christmas trees. I helped my Dad plant the first field in
1964. Over the years, he created new fields until almost all the land except the front yard were covered
with trees and his extensive vegetable garden.

In the late ‘70’s he purchased the 80 acres of land that abuts his land. The majority of the land is
woodland/forest but some had been cleared for farming, there are remnants of two farms. One dates
back to the 1700’s with the ruins of a “bank barn” still visible, the other I believe dates back to the 30 or
40’s, the foundation of a barn, house and wells are still visible. Up until the late ‘60’s, another farmer
used this land to pasture his cows. Dad bought this piece of land so he could keep expanding his tree
farm. There have been Christmas trees planted on that land for over 40 years. 

In 2018, I purchased my family’s Christmas Tree farm, located on the north side of the lake in East
Hampton. I had lived among these trees for all of my life. I purchased it for three reasons, a place to
retire, to keep my Dad’s name on Hazen Tree Farm, and lastly for this land NOT TO BE DEVELOPED.
I do not live full time on the farm yet as I have not retired but my son lives here and runs and maintains
the farm. We have spent the last five years rebuilding the farm.

I researched PA 490 with the help of the CT Farm Bureau. I applied to East Hampton and was denied.
The assessor claimed that the house lot, just shy of 3 acres, was not enough land to qualify. I had
researched the public act through a State of Connecticut Dept. of Agriculture website which clearly
states :
"How much farmland do I need to qualify? The state law sets no minimum for farmland.”
(https://portal.ct.gov/DOAG/Commissioner/Commissioner/Public-Act-490---The-Basics)
I appealed East Hampton’s decision. But when I had to explain what PA 490 was to the Board of
Assessors I knew what their decision would be. 

The additional 80 acres of land where the field of Christmas Trees have grown for over 40 years, which I
own one third…26.6 acres could NOT be included because it is owned by myself and my 2 siblings. That
land is already under PA 490. To date, myself and my siblings do not want THIS LAND DEVELOPED
even though we have had many offers to do so nor have we subdivided the land between us.

I am asking you, the legislature, to amend this Public Act, so that working farms no matter the acreage of
their land nor the “crop” they produce will benefit.

And lastly, I would like to share with you that as an educator how this farming experience has impacted
me and my students.
I have used the farm to
….create math problems ... .if the field (or garden) is x feet by y feet, how many square feet of garden
do you have
how much fertilizer will you need if x pounds of fertilizer covers y amount square feet of land.



….to grow salads…. if you plant lettuce, chard, and spinach before you go home for April vacation and
put them in a greenhouse (a ziplock plastic bag) that when you come back it will be big enough to plant
outside in the school garden. And at the end of the year, after you have watered it multiple times, in June
you have “Salad Days” where you have garden fresh greens with your choice of salad dressing.
…to create artistic signs to sell Christmas trees!
…..give presentations on what is a Christmas tree farm and show them from planting to harvest and
everything in between.
And for students in an urban diverse system it's all new and they love it.

Do a presentation at your local library or your local garden club on how easy it is to can or freeze your
produce.

Lastly, wow your friends with your wonderful recipes that are full of garden fresh vegetables and they
ask you for the recipe!


