<%, OF CONNECpy
v-ji‘\‘b ) W fc ¢

céf%\fe

&8 SR

- J:j\ ‘J‘(:;‘\,.;_:ﬁ;?_gfl’ 4

lsw(jf:‘i'sf;:;.;’%??"“
General Assembly Raised Bill No. 5402
February Session, 2024 LCO No. 2210

*02210 VA o«

Referred to Committee on VETERANS' AND MILITARY
AFFAIRS

Introduced by:
(VA)

AN ACT EXCLUDING FROM VETERANS' INCOME CALCULATIONS
CERTAIN BENEFITS PAYMENTS FOR PURPOSES OF ELIGIBILITY
FOR CERTAIN STATE AND MUNICIPAL PROGRAMS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

1 Section 1. Subsection (a) of section 17b-28i of the general statutes is
2 repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
3 2024, and applicable to applications filed on or after July 1, 2024):

4 (@) To the extent permissible by federal law, the Commissioner of
5 Social Services shall disregard (1) all federal [Aid and Attendance]
6  disability benefits administered by the United States Department of
7  Veterans Affairs, (2) all federal pension benefits administered by the
8 United States Department of Defense, (3) all temporary financial
9 assistance under section 27-125, and (4) all payments furnishing
10  temporary income under section 27-140, that are granted to a veteran or
11  the surviving spouse of such veteran when determining income
12 eligibility for the state's Medicare savings, medical assistance and
13 energy assistance programs administered under section 17b-2. As used
14  in this subsection, "veteran" has the same meaning as provided in
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section 27-103.

Sec. 2. Subsection (a) of section 17b-104 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
2024, and applicable to applications filed on or after July 1, 2024):

(a) The Commissioner of Social Services shall administer the program
of state supplementation to the Supplemental Security Income Program
provided for by the Social Security Act and state law. The commissioner
may delegate any powers and authority to any deputy, assistant,
investigator or supervisor, who shall have, within the scope of the
power and authority so delegated, all of the power and authority of the
Commissioner of Social Services. The standard of need for the
temporary family assistance program shall be fifty-five per cent of the
federal poverty level. The commissioner shall make a reinvestigation, at
least every twelve months, of all cases receiving aid from the state,
except that such reinvestigation may be conducted every twenty-four
months for recipients of assistance to the elderly or disabled with stable
circumstances, and shall maintain all case records of the several
programs administered by the Department of Social Services so that
such records show, at all times, full information with respect to
eligibility of the applicant or recipient. In the determination of need
under any public assistance program, such income or earnings shall be
disregarded as federal law requires, and such income or earnings may
be disregarded as federal law permits. In determining eligibility, the
commissioner shall disregard from income (1) [Aid and Attendance] (A)
all federal disability benefits administered by the United States

Department of Veterans Affairs, (B) all federal pension benefits

administered by the United States Department of Defense, (C) all

temporary financial assistance under section 27-125, and (D) all

payments furnishing temporary income under section 27-140, that are

granted to a veteran, as defined [under] in section 27-103, or the
surviving spouse of such veteran, and (2) any tax refund or advance
payment with respect to a refundable credit to the same extent such
refund or advance payment would be disregarded under 26 USC 6409

in any federal program or state or local program financed in whole or in
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part with federal funds. The commissioner shall encourage and
promulgate such incentive earning programs as are permitted by

federal law and regulations.

Sec. 3. Subsection (c) of section 17b-191 of the 2024 supplement to the
general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective July 1, 2024, and applicable to applications filed on or after
July 1, 2024):

(c) To be eligible for cash assistance under the program, a person shall
(1) be (A) eighteen years of age or older; (B) a minor found by a court to
be emancipated pursuant to section 46b-150; or (C) under eighteen years
of age and the commissioner determines good cause for such person's
eligibility, and (2) not have assets exceeding five hundred dollars or, if
such person is married, such person and his or her spouse shall not have
assets exceeding one thousand dollars. In determining eligibility, the

commissioner shall [not consider as] disregard from income (A) (i) [Aid

and Attendance] all federal disability benefits administered by the

United States Department of Veterans Affairs, (ii) all federal pension

benefits administered by the United States Department of Defense, (iii)

all temporary financial assistance under section 27-125, and (iv) all

payments furnishing temporary income under section 27-140, that are

granted to a veteran, as defined in section 27-103, or the surviving
spouse of such veteran; and (B) any tax refund or advance payment with
respect to a refundable credit to the same extent such refund or advance
payment would be disregarded under 26 USC 6409 in any federal
program or state or local program financed in whole or in part with
federal funds. No person who is a substance abuser and refuses or fails
to enter available, appropriate treatment shall be eligible for cash
assistance under the program until such person enters treatment. No
person whose benefits from the temporary family assistance program
have terminated as a result of time-limited benefits or for failure to
comply with a program requirement shall be eligible for cash assistance
under the program.

Sec. 4. Section 17b-256f of the general statutes is repealed and the
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82  following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2024, and
83  applicable to applications filed on or after July 1, 2024):

84 (@) The Commissioner of Social Services shall increase income
85  disregards used to determine eligibility by the Department of Social
86  Services for the federal Qualified Medicare Beneficiary, the Specified
87  Low-Income Medicare Beneficiary and the Qualifying Individual
88  programs, administered in accordance with the provisions of 42 USC
89  1396d(p), by such amounts that shall result in persons with income that
90 is (1) less than two hundred eleven per cent of the federal poverty level
91 qualifying for the Qualified Medicare Beneficiary program, (2) at or
92  above two hundred eleven per cent of the federal poverty level but less
93 than two hundred thirty-one per cent of the federal poverty level
94  qualifying for the Specified Low-Income Medicare Beneficiary program,
95 and (3) at or above two hundred thirty-one per cent of the federal
96  poverty level but less than two hundred forty-six per cent of the federal
97  poverty level qualifying for the Qualifying Individual program.

98 (b) The commissioner shall not apply an asset test for eligibility under
99  the Medicare Savings Program. The commissioner shall [not consider
100  as] disregard from income [Aid and Attendance] (1) all federal disability
101  benefits administered by the United States Department of Veterans
102  Affairs, (2) all federal pension benefits administered by the United

103  States Department of Defense, (3) all temporary financial assistance

104 under section 27-125, and (4) all payments furnishing temporary income

105 under section 27-140, that are granted to a veteran, as defined in section

106 27-103, or the surviving spouse of such veteran. The Commissioner of
107  Social Services, pursuant to section 17b-10, may implement policies and
108  procedures to administer the provisions of this section while in the
109  process of adopting such policies and procedures in regulation form,
110  provided the commissioner prints notice of the intent to adopt the
111  regulations on the department's Internet web site and the eRegulations
112 System not later than twenty days after the date of implementation.
113 Such policies and procedures shall be valid until the time final
114  regulations are adopted.
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115 Sec. 5. Subsection (a) of section 17b-261 of the 2024 supplement to the
116  general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
117 thereof (Effective July 1, 2024, and applicable to applications filed on or after
118 July 1, 2024):

119 (a) (1) Medical assistance shall be provided for any otherwise eligible
120 person [(1)] (A) whose income, including any available support from
121  legally liable relatives and the income of the person's spouse or
122 dependent child, is not more than one hundred forty-three per cent,
123  pending approval of a federal waiver applied for pursuant to subsection
124 (e) of this section, of the benefit amount paid to a person with no income
125 under the temporary family assistance program, and [(2)] (B) if such
126  person is an institutionalized individual as defined in Section 1917 of
127  the Social Security Act, 42 USC 1396p(h)(3), and has not made an
128  assignment or transfer or other disposition of property for less than fair
129  market value for the purpose of establishing eligibility for benefits or
130  assistance under this section. Any such disposition shall be treated in
131  accordance with Section 1917(c) of the Social Security Act, 42 USC
132 1396p(c). Any disposition of property made on behalf of an applicant or
133  recipient or the spouse of an applicant or recipient by a guardian,
134  conservator, person authorized to make such disposition pursuant to a
135 power of attorney or other person so authorized by law shall be
136  attributed to such applicant, recipient or spouse. A disposition of
137  property ordered by a court shall be evaluated in accordance with the
138  standards applied to any other such disposition for the purpose of
139  determining eligibility.

140 (2) The commissioner shall establish the standards for eligibility for
141  medical assistance at one hundred forty-three per cent of the benefit
142  amount paid to a household of equal size with no income under the
143  temporary family assistance program. In determining eligibility, the
144  commissioner shall [not consider as] disregard from income [Aid and
145  Attendance] (A) all federal disability benefits administered by the
146  United States Department of Veterans Affairs, (B) all federal pension
147  benefits administered by the United States Department of Defense, (C)
148 all temporary financial assistance under section 27-125, and (D) all
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149 payments furnishing temporary income under section 27-140, that are

150 granted to a veteran, as defined in section 27-103, or the surviving
151 spouse of such veteran. Except as provided in section 17b-277 and
152 section 17b-292, the medical assistance program shall provide coverage
153  to persons under the age of nineteen with household income up to one
154  hundred ninety-six per cent of the federal poverty level without an asset
155  limit and to persons under the age of nineteen, who qualify for coverage
156  under Section 1931 of the Social Security Act, with household income
157  not exceeding one hundred ninety-six per cent of the federal poverty
158 level without an asset limit, and their parents and needy caretaker
159  relatives, who qualify for coverage under Section 1931 of the Social
160  Security Act, with household income not exceeding one hundred fifty-
161  five per cent of the federal poverty level without an asset limit. Such
162  levels shall be based on the regional differences in such benefit amount,
163  if applicable, unless such levels based on regional differences are not in
164  conformance with federal law. Any income in excess of the applicable
165 amounts shall be applied as may be required by said federal law, and
166  assistance shall be granted for the balance of the cost of authorized

167  medical assistance.

168 (3) The Commissioner of Social Services shall provide applicants for
169  assistance under this section, at the time of application, with a written
170  statement advising them of (A) the effect of an assignment or transfer or
171  other disposition of property on eligibility for benefits or assistance, (B)
172 the effect that having income that exceeds the limits prescribed in this
173 subsection will have with respect to program eligibility, and (C) the
174  availability of, and eligibility for, services provided by the Connecticut
175 Home Visiting System, established pursuant to section 17b-751b. For
176  coverage dates on or after January 1, 2014, the department shall use the
177  modified adjusted gross income financial eligibility rules set forth in
178  Section 1902(e)(14) of the Social Security Act and the implementing
179  regulations to determine eligibility for HUSKY A, HUSKY B and
180 HUSKY D applicants, as defined in section 17b-290. Persons who are
181  determined ineligible for assistance pursuant to this section shall be
182  provided a written statement notifying such persons of their ineligibility
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183  and advising such persons of their potential eligibility for one of the
184  other insurance affordability programs as defined in 42 CFR 435 4.

185 Sec. 6. Subsection (a) of section 17b-261 of the 2024 supplement to the
186  general statutes, as amended by section 302 of public act 23-204, is

187  repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October
188 1, 2024, and applicable to applications filed on or after July 1, 2024):

189 (a) (1) Medical assistance shall be provided for any otherwise eligible
190  person [(1)] (A) whose income, including any available support from
191 legally liable relatives and the income of the person's spouse or
192  dependent child, is not more than one hundred five per cent of the
193  federal poverty level, after any authorized income disregards, and [(2)]
194  (B) if such person is an institutionalized individual as defined in Section
195 1917 of the Social Security Act, 42 USC 1396p(h)(3), and has not made
196  an assignment or transfer or other disposition of property for less than
197  fair market value for the purpose of establishing eligibility for benefits
198  or assistance under this section. Any such disposition shall be treated in
199  accordance with Section 1917(c) of the Social Security Act, 42 USC
200  1396p(c). Any disposition of property made on behalf of an applicant or
201 recipient or the spouse of an applicant or recipient by a guardian,
202  conservator, person authorized to make such disposition pursuant to a
203 power of attorney or other person so authorized by law shall be
204  attributed to such applicant, recipient or spouse. A disposition of
205 property ordered by a court shall be evaluated in accordance with the
206  standards applied to any other such disposition for the purpose of
207  determining eligibility.

208 (2) The commissioner shall establish the standards for eligibility for
209 medical assistance at one hundred five per cent of the federal poverty
210  level, after any authorized income disregards. In determining eligibility,
211  the commissioner shall [not consider as] disregard from income [Aid
212  and Attendance] (A) all federal disability benefits administered by the
213  United States Department of Veterans Affairs, (B) all federal pension
214  benefits administered by the United States Department of Defense, (C)

215 all temporary financial assistance under section 27-125, and (D) all
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216  payments furnishing temporary income under section 27-140, that are

217 granted to a veteran, as defined in section 27-103, or the surviving
218 spouse of such veteran. Except as provided in section 17b-277 and
219  section 17b-292, the medical assistance program shall provide coverage
220  to persons under the age of nineteen with household income up to one
221  hundred ninety-six per cent of the federal poverty level without an asset
222 limit and to persons under the age of nineteen, who qualify for coverage
223  under Section 1931 of the Social Security Act, with household income
224  not exceeding one hundred ninety-six per cent of the federal poverty
225 level without an asset limit, and their parents and needy caretaker
226  relatives, who qualify for coverage under Section 1931 of the Social
227  Security Act, with household income not exceeding one hundred fifty-
228  five per cent of the federal poverty level without an asset limit. Such
229  levels shall be based on the regional differences in such benefit amount,
230  if applicable, unless such levels based on regional differences are not in
231  conformance with federal law. Any income in excess of the applicable
232  amounts shall be applied as may be required by said federal law, and
233  assistance shall be granted for the balance of the cost of authorized

234  medical assistance.

235 (3) The Commissioner of Social Services shall provide applicants for
236  assistance under this section, at the time of application, with a written
237  statement advising them of (A) the effect of an assignment or transfer or
238  other disposition of property on eligibility for benefits or assistance, (B)
239  the effect that having income that exceeds the limits prescribed in this
240  subsection will have with respect to program eligibility, and (C) the
241  availability of, and eligibility for, services provided by the Connecticut
242  Home Visiting System, established pursuant to section 17b-751b. For
243  coverage dates on or after January 1, 2014, the department shall use the
244  modified adjusted gross income financial eligibility rules set forth in
245  Section 1902(e)(14) of the Social Security Act and the implementing
246  regulations to determine eligibility for HUSKY A, HUSKY B and
247  HUSKY D applicants, as defined in section 17b-290. Persons who are
248  determined ineligible for assistance pursuant to this section shall be
249  provided a written statement notifying such persons of their ineligibility
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250  and advising such persons of their potential eligibility for one of the
251  other insurance affordability programs as defined in 42 CFR 435 4.

252 Sec. 7. Subsection (I) of section 17b-342 of the general statutes is
253  repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
254 2024, and applicable to applications filed on or after July 1, 2024):

255 (I) In determining eligibility for the program described in this section,
256  the commissioner shall [not consider as] disregard from income (1) (A)
257  [Aid and Attendance] all federal disability benefits administered by the
258  United States Department of Veterans Affairs, (B) all federal pension
259  benefits administered by the United States Department of Defense, (C)

260 all temporary financial assistance under section 27-125, and (D) all

261 payments furnishing temporary income under section 27-140, that are

262 granted to a veteran, as defined in section 27-103, or the surviving
263  spouse of such veteran, and (2) any tax refund or advance payment with
264  respect to a refundable credit to the same extent such refund or advance
265 payment would be disregarded under 26 USC 6409 in any federal
266  program or state or local program financed in whole or in part with
267  federal funds.

268 Sec. 8. Subsection (a) of section 17b-605a of the general statutes is
269  repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
270 2024, and applicable to applications filed on or after July 1, 2024):

271 (@) The Commissioner of Social Services shall seek a waiver from
272 federal law to establish a personal care assistance program for persons
273  eighteen years of age or older with disabilities funded under the
274  Medicaid program. Such a program shall be limited to a specified
275 number of slots available for eligible program recipients and shall be
276  operated by the Department of Social Services within available

277  appropriations. In determining eligibility, the commissioner shall

278  disregard from income (1) all federal disability benefits administered by

279  the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, (2) all federal pension
280  benefits administered by the United States Department of Defense, (3)
281 all temporary financial assistance under section 27-125, and (4) all

LCO No. 2210 9o0f21



Raised Bill No. 5402

282  payments furnishing temporary income under section 27-140, that are

283 granted to a veteran, as defined in section 27-103, or the surviving

284  spouse of such veteran. Such a waiver shall be submitted to the joint
285  standing committees of the General Assembly having cognizance of
286  matters relating to appropriations and the budgets of state agencies and

287  human services in accordance with section 17b-8 no later than January
288 1, 199%.

289 Sec. 9. Subsection (a) of section 17b-801 of the general statutes is
290 repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
291 2024, and applicable to applications filed on or after July 1, 2024):

292 (@) The Commissioner of Social Services shall administer a state-
293  appropriated fuel assistance program to provide, within available
294  appropriations, fuel assistance to elderly and disabled persons whose
295  household gross income is above the income eligibility guidelines for
296  the Connecticut energy assistance program but does not exceed two
297  hundred per cent of federal poverty guidelines. The income eligibility
298  guidelines for the state-appropriated fuel assistance program shall be
299  determined, annually, by the Commissioner of Social Services, in
300  conjunction with the Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management.
301 In determining eligibility, the commissioner shall [not consider as]
302 disregard from income [Aid and Attendance] (1) all federal disability
303 benefits administered by the United States Department of Veterans
304  Affairs, (2) all federal pension benefits administered by the United

305 States Department of Defense, (3) all temporary financial assistance

306 under section 27-125, and (4) all payments furnishing temporary income

307 under section 27-140, that are granted to a veteran, as defined under

308 section 27-103, or the surviving spouse of such veteran. The
309 commissioner may adopt regulations, in accordance with the provisions
310  of chapter 54, to implement the provisions of this subsection.

311 Sec. 10. Subsection (g) of section 8-119kk of the general statutes is
312 repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
313 2024, and applicable to applications filed on or after July 1, 2024):
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314 (g) The commissioner shall adopt regulations in accordance with the
315 provisions of chapter 54 to carry out the purposes of this section. The
316 regulations shall establish maximum income eligibility guidelines for
317  such rental assistance and criteria for determining the amount of rental
318  assistance which shall be provided to elderly persons, provided the
319 amount of assistance for elderly persons who are certificate holders shall
320  Dbe the difference between thirty per cent of their adjusted gross income,

321  less a utility allowance, and the base rent. In establishing such eligibility

322  guidelines, such regulations shall disregard from income (1) all federal
323  disability benefits administered by the United States Department of
324  Veterans Affairs, (2) all federal pension benefits administered by the

325 United States Department of Defense, (3) all temporary financial

326  assistance under section 27-125, and (4) all payments furnishing

327 temporary income under section 27-140, that are granted to a veteran,

328 as defined in section 27-103, or the surviving spouse of such veteran.

329 Sec. 11. Subsection (a) of section 8-219b of the general statutes is
330 repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
331 2024, and applicable to applications filed on or after July 1, 2024):

332 (@) The Commissioner of Housing, acting on behalf of the state, may,
333  in his discretion, enter into a contract with any person who is sixty-two
334  years of age or older and whose income does not exceed the maximum
335 qualifying income for eligibility for benefits under the program of tax
336 relief for certain elderly homeowners under section 12-170aa, to
337  provide, based on the financial needs of such person, a grant-in-aid, loan
338  or deferred loan to enable such person to finance emergency repairs to
339  or rehabilitation of a dwelling containing up to two residential units,
340 provided such person shall be the owner of such dwelling and shall
341 reside in at least one of such units. In the case of a deferred loan, the
342  contract shall require that payments on interest are due immediately but

343  that payments on principal may be made at a later time. In determining

344  eligibility for anvy such grant-in-aid, loan or deferred loan, the

345 commissioner shall disregard from income (1) all federal disability

346  benefits administered by the United States Department of Veterans
347  Affairs, (2) all federal pension benefits administered by the United
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348  States Department of Defense, (3) all temporary financial assistance

349  under section 27-125, and (4) all payments furnishing temporary income

350 under section 27-140, that are granted to a veteran, as defined in section

351 27-103, or the surviving spouse of such veteran.

352 Sec. 12. Subsection (b) of section 8-219e of the general statutes is
353 repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
354 2024, and applicable to applications filed on or after July 1, 2024):

355 (b) The Commissioner of Housing may adopt regulations, in
356  accordance with the provisions of chapter 54, to carry out the purposes
357  of this section. Such regulations shall provide the terms and conditions
358  of grants-in-aid, loans or deferred loans made pursuant to subsection (a)
359  of this section and the eligibility and application requirements for such
360 financial assistance. In determining such eligibility requirements, the
361 commissioner shall (1) consider establishing priorities for low and
362 moderate income families and households having a child suffering from
363 lead-paint poisoning, and (2) disregard from income (A) all federal
364  disability benefits administered by the United States Department of
365 Veterans Affairs, (B) all federal pension benefits administered by the

366 United States Department of Defense, (C) all temporary financial

367 assistance under section 27-125, and (D) all payments furnishing

368 temporary income under section 27-140, that are granted to a veteran,

369 as defined in section 27-103, or the surviving spouse of such veteran.

370 Sec. 13. Subsection (g) of section 8-345 of the 2024 supplement to the
371 general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
372 thereof (Effective July 1, 2024, and applicable to applications filed on or after
373 July 1, 2024):

374 (g) The commissioner shall adopt regulations in accordance with the
375  provisions of chapter 54 to carry out the purposes of this section. The
376  regulations shall establish maximum income eligibility guidelines for
377  such rental assistance and criteria for determining the amount of rental

378  assistance which shall be provided to eligible families. In establishing
379  such eligibility guidelines, such regulations shall disregard from income
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380 (1) all federal disability benefits administered by the United States
381 Department of Veterans Affairs, (2) all federal pension benefits
382 administered by the United States Department of Defense, (3) all

383 temporary financial assistance under section 27-125, and (4) all

384 payments furnishing temporary income under section 27-140, that are

385 granted to a veteran, as defined in section 27-103, or the surviving

386  spouse of such veteran.

387 Sec. 14. Subdivision (1) of subsection (c) of section 17a-860 of the
388  general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
389  thereof (Effective July 1, 2024, and applicable to applications filed on or after
390  July 1, 2024):

391 (c) (1) (A) No individual with Alzheimer's disease may participate in
392  the program if such individual [(A)] (i) has an annual income of more
393 than forty-one thousand dollars or liquid assets of more than one
394  hundred nine thousand dollars, or [(B)] (ii) is receiving services under
395  the Connecticut home-care program for the elderly. On July 1, 2009, and
396 annually thereafter, the commissioner shall increase such income and
397  asset eligibility criteria over that of the previous fiscal year to reflect the

398  annual cost of living adjustment in Social Security income, if any.

399 (B) In determining the income and asset eligibility criteria described

400 in subparagraph (A) of this subdivision, the commissioner shall

401  disregard from income (i) all federal disability benefits administered by

402  the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, (ii) all federal pension

403  benefits administered by the United States Department of Defense, (iii)

404 all temporary financial assistance under section 27-125, and (iv) all

405 payments furnishing temporary income under section 27-140, that are

406 g¢ranted to a veteran, as defined in section 27-103, or the surviving

407  spouse of such veteran.

408 Sec. 15. Subsection (b) of section 17b-80 of the general statutes is
409  repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
410 2024, and applicable to applications filed on or after July 1, 2024):

411 (b) The commissioner shall disregard from income (1) (A) all federal
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412  disability benefits administered by the United States Department of
413  Veterans Affairs, (B) all federal pension benefits administered by the

414  United States Department of Defense, (C) all temporary financial

415 assistance under section 27-125, and (D) all payments furnishing

416 temporary income under section 27-140, that are granted to a veteran,

417  as defined in section 27-103, or the surviving spouse of such veteran,

418 and (2) any earned income of a child who is a student, in determining
419  the eligibility, standard of need and amount of assistance of a family in
420  the TFA program.

421 Sec. 16. Subsection (d) of section 17b-112 of the 2024 supplement to
422 the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
423  thereof (Effective July 1, 2024, and applicable to applications filed on or after
424 July 1, 2024):

425 (d) (1) Under said program, no family shall be eligible that has total
426  gross earnings exceeding the federal poverty level, however, in the
427  calculation of the benefit amount for eligible families and previously
428  eligible families that become ineligible temporarily because of receipt of
429  workers' compensation benefits by a family member who subsequently
430  returns to work immediately after the period of receipt of such benefits,
431  earned income shall be disregarded up to the federal poverty level. On
432  and after October 1, 2023, the commissioner shall not deny a family
433  assistance under said program on the basis of such family's assets unless
434  such assets exceed six thousand dollars. Except when determining
435  eligibility for a six-month extension of benefits pursuant to subsection
436  (c) of this section, the commissioner shall disregard the first fifty dollars
437  per month of income attributable to current child support that a family
438  receives in determining eligibility and benefit levels for temporary
439  family assistance. Any current child support in excess of fifty dollars per
440  month collected by the department on behalf of an eligible child shall be
441  considered in determining eligibility but shall not be considered when
442  calculating benefits and shall be taken as reimbursement for assistance
443  paid under this section, except that when the current child support
444  collected exceeds the family's monthly award of temporary family
445  assistance benefits plus fifty dollars, the current child support shall be
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446  paid to the family and shall be considered when calculating benefits.

447  The commissioner shall disregard from income (A) all federal disability

448  benefits administered by the United States Department of Veterans
449  Affairs, (B) all federal pension benefits administered by the United

450 States Department of Defense, (C) all temporary financial assistance

451 under section 27-125, and (D) all payments furnishing temporary

452  income under section 27-140, that are granted to a veteran, as defined in

453  section 27-103, or the surviving spouse of such veteran, in determining

454  eligibility and benefit levels for temporary family assistance.

455 (2) Notwithstanding the provisions of subdivision (1) of this
456  subsection, on and after January 1, 2024, in the first month in which a
457  family's total gross earnings exceed one hundred per cent of the federal
458  poverty level and for a period not to exceed six consecutive months, the
459  department shall disregard, for purposes of eligibility, a family's total
460  gross earnings in an amount not to exceed two hundred thirty per cent
461  of the federal poverty level. If a family's total gross earnings are an
462  amount between one hundred seventy-one per cent and two hundred
463  thirty per cent of the federal poverty level, the department shall reduce
464  the household's benefit by twenty per cent for the months in which
465 earnings are between one hundred seventy-one per cent and two

466  hundred thirty per cent of the federal poverty level.

467 Sec. 17. Section 17b-257e of the general statutes_is repealed and the
468  following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2024, and
469  applicable to applications filed on or after July 1, 2024):

470 On or after April 1, 2023, the Commissioner of Social Services shall,
471  within available appropriations, provide state-funded medical
472  assistance for postpartum care for twelve months after birth to a woman
473  who does not qualify for Medicaid due to immigration status and whose
474  household income does not exceed two hundred sixty-three per cent of
475  the federal poverty level. In determining eligibility, the commissioner

476  shall disregard from income (1) all federal disability benefits
477  administered by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, (2)
478 all federal pension benefits administered by the United States
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479  Department of Defense, (3) all temporary financial assistance under

480 section 27-125, and (4) all payments furnishing temporary income under

481  section 27-140, that are granted to a veteran, as defined in section 27-103,

482  or the surviving spouse of such veteran.

483 Sec. 18. Subsection (a) of section 19a-59b of the general statutes is
484  repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
485 2024, and applicable to applications filed on or after July 1, 2024):

486 (a) The Commissioner of Public Health shall establish a maternal and
487  child health protection program. He shall contract, for purposes of the
488 program, annually, within available appropriations, with local
489  providers of health services to provide outpatient maternal health
490  services and labor and delivery services to needy pregnant women and
491  child health services to children under six years of age. Eligibility shall
492  be limited to families who have an income equal to or less than one
493  hundred eighty-five per cent of the poverty level, according to the
494  federal Office of Management and Budget poverty guidelines for
495 nonfarm families, lack private, third party health insurance to cover
496  such services. Such local providers shall determine eligibility for

497  services under the program, provided, in making such determination,

498 such local providers shall disregard from income (1) all federal
499  disability benefits administered by the United States Department of
500 Veterans Affairs, (2) all federal pension benefits administered by the

501 United States Department of Defense, (3) all temporary financial

502 assistance under section 27-125, and (4) all payments furnishing

503 temporary income under section 27-140, that are granted to a veteran,

504 as defined in section 27-103, or the surviving spouse of such veteran.

505 The contracts shall include criteria for making such determination in
506  accordance with this section. Outpatient services provided under the
507  program shall include at least the outpatient services provided to
508 Medicaid recipients. The commissioner shall conduct an outreach
509  program designed to educate the public with regard to the program and
510 to encourage providers to participate in the program. The
511 commissioner, in consultation with the Commissioner of Social Services,
512  shall seek any federal matching funds available for the program.

LCO No. 2210 16 of 21



Raised Bill No. 5402

513 Sec. 19. Subsection (b) of section 12-81g of the general statutes is
514 repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October

515 1, 2024, and applicable to assessment years commencing on or after October 1,
516  2024):

517 (b) (1) Effective for the assessment year commencing October 1, 2022,
518 and each assessment year thereafter, any municipality may, upon
519  approval by its legislative body or, in any town in which the legislative
520  body is a town meeting, by the board of selectmen, provide that, in lieu
521  of the additional exemption prescribed under subsection (a) of this
522 section, any person entitled to an exemption from property tax in
523  accordance with subdivision (20) of section 12-81, reflecting any increase
524  made pursuant to the provisions of section 12-62g, who has a disability
525 rating of one hundred per cent, as determined by the United States
526  Department of Veterans Affairs, shall be entitled to an additional
527  exemption from such tax in an amount equal to three times the amount
528  of the exemption provided for such person pursuant to subdivision (20)
529  of section 12-81, provided such person's total adjusted gross income as
530  determined for purposes of the federal income tax, [excluding veterans'
531  disability payments,] individually if unmarried, or jointly with spouse
532  if married, during the calendar year ending immediately preceding the
533 filing of a claim for any such exemption, is not more than twenty-four

534  thousand dollars if such person is married or not more than twenty-one

535 thousand dollars if such person is not married. Effective for the

536  assessment year commencing October 1, 2024, and each assessment year

537  thereafter, for the purposes of this subsection, total adjusted gross

538 income excludes (A) veterans' disability payments, including federal
539  disability benefits administered by the United States Department of
540 Veterans Affairs, (B) federal pension benefits administered by the

541  United States Department of Defense, (C) temporary financial assistance

542  under section 27-125, and (D) payments furnishing temporary income

543  under section 27-140, that are granted to a veteran, as defined in section

544  27-103, or the surviving spouse of such veteran.

545 (2) The provisions of this subsection shall not limit the applicability
546  of the provisions of subsection (a) of this section for persons not eligible
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547  for the property tax exemption provided by this subsection.

548 Sec. 20. Section 12-81[ of the general statutes is repealed and the
549  following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2024, and
550  applicable to assessment years commencing on or after October 1, 2024):

551 Whenever used in sections 12-81f, 12-81g, as amended by this act, 12-
552 81i, 12-81j and 12-81jj, "qualifying income" means, with respect to any

553  person making application for exemption from property tax as provided
554  under any of said sections, such person's total adjusted gross income as
555  determined for purposes of the federal income tax plus any other
556 income not included in such adjusted gross income, individually if
557  unmarried, or jointly with spouse if married, during the calendar year
558 ending immediately preceding the filing of a claim for any such
559  exemption, but does not include (1) veterans' disability payments,
560 including federal disability benefits administered by the United States
561 Department of Veterans Affairs, (2) federal pension benefits
562 administered by the United States Department of Defense, (3)
563  temporary financial assistance under section 27-125, and (4) payments

564  furnishing temporary income under section 27-140, that are granted to

565 a veteran, as defined in section 27-103, or the surviving spouse of such

566  veteran. For purposes of determining eligibility for any of such
567  exemptions, such qualifying income may not exceed fourteen thousand
568  dollars, if unmarried, or sixteen thousand dollars, jointly with spouse, if
569 married, provided in no event shall such maximum amounts of
570  qualifying income with respect to any such person be less than the
571  maximum amount of such qualifying income in the case of a married or
572 unmarried person, whichever is applicable, under subsection (b) of
573  section 12-170aa, and in the event that such maximum qualifying
574  income under this section is less than the comparable amount under
575  said subsection (b) of section 12-170aa for any assessment year, such
576  amount under this section shall be made equivalent to that under said
577  subsection (b) of section 12-170aa for purposes of determining eligibility
578  under this section for such assessment year.

579 Sec. 21. Subsection (a) of section 12-81kk of the general statutes is

LCO No. 2210 18 of 21



Raised Bill No. 5402

580 repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October
581 1, 2024, and applicable to assessment years commencing on or after October 1,
582 2024):

583 (@) Any municipality, by vote of its legislative body or, in a
584  municipality where the legislative body is a town meeting, by vote of
585  the board of selectmen, may provide that any veteran, as defined in
586  section 27-103, whose federal adjusted gross income is fifty thousand
587  one hundred dollars or less shall be entitled to an exemption from the
588  tax imposed under this chapter on any dwelling owned and occupied
589 by such veteran as such veteran's primary residence, in an amount equal
590 to ten per cent of the assessed value of such primary residence. For the

591 purposes of this subsection, federal adjusted gross income excludes (1)

592  veterans' disability payments, including federal disability benefits
593  administered by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs, (2)
594  federal pension benefits administered by the United States Department

595 of Defense, (3) temporary financial assistance under section 27-125, and

596 (4) payments furnishing temporary income under section 27-140, that

597 are granted to a veteran, as defined in section 27-103, or the surviving

598 spouse of such veteran.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 July 1, 2024, and 17b-28i(a)
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

Sec. 2 July 1, 2024, and 17b-104(a)
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

Sec. 3 July 1, 2024, and 17b-191(c)
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024
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Sec.

July 1, 2024, and
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

17b-256f

Sec.

July 1, 2024, and
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

17b-261(a)

Sec.

October 1, 2024, and
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

17b-261(a)

Sec.

July 1, 2024, and
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

17b-342(1)

Sec.

July 1, 2024, and
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

17b-605a(a)

Sec.

July 1, 2024, and
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

17b-801(a)

Sec.

10

July 1, 2024, and
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

8-119kk(g)

Sec.

11

July 1, 2024, and
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

8-219b(a)

Sec.

12

July 1, 2024, and
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

8-219¢(b)

Sec.

13

July 1, 2024, and
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

8-345(g)
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Sec. 14

July 1, 2024, and
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

17a-860(c)(1)

Sec. 15

July 1, 2024, and
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

17b-80(b)

Sec. 16

July 1, 2024, and
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

17b-112(d)

Sec. 17

July 1, 2024, and
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

17b-257e

Sec. 18

July 1, 2024, and
applicable to applications
filed on or after July 1,
2024

19a-59b(a)

Sec. 19

October 1, 2024, and
applicable to assessment

years commencing on or
after October 1, 2024

12-81g(b)

Sec. 20

October 1, 2024, and
applicable to assessment

years commencing on or
after October 1, 2024

12-811

Sec. 21

October 1, 2024, and
applicable to assessment

years commencing on or
after October 1, 2024

12-81kk(a)

Statement of Purpose:
To exclude from veterans' income calculations certain benefits payments
for purposes of eligibility for certain state and municipal programs.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline, except
that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is not

underlined.]
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