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SPONSORS OF BILL:  
 

Rep. Greg S. Howard, 43rd Dist. 

Rep. Nicole Klarides-Ditria, 105th Dist. 

Rep. Brian Lanoue, 45th Dist. 

Rep. Vincent J. Candelora, 86th Dist. 

Rep. Devin R. Carney, 23rd Dist. 

Rep. Tom O'Dea, 125th Dist. 

Rep. Jason Perillo, 113th Dist. 

Rep. Tami Zawistowski, 61st Dist. 

Rep. Lezlye Zupkus, 89th Dist. 

Rep. Mark DeCaprio, 48th Dist. 

Rep. Christopher Poulos, 81st Dist. 

Rep. Jill Barry, 31st Dist. 

Rep. Craig C. Fishbein, 90th Dist. 

Rep. Fred Gee, 126th Dist. 

Rep. Jaime S. Foster, 57th District 

 
REASONS FOR BILL: 
 
The CRISIS Initiative works to develop a collaborative team approach between the CT State 
Police, the Dept. of Mental Health and Addiction Services to establish procedures for 
referring and handling of incidents involving individuals with heroin/opioid and other addiction 
disorders, mental health conditions and other crisis incidents. This would allow officers that 
are called to a situation, to collect important information and refer the person to a CRISIS 
mental health professional rather than handling the situation alone.  
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This Initiative has not yet been expanded statewide in Connecticut rather, it is currently only 
available to State Police Troops D & E and their subsequent local police troops. With this 
expansion, all State Police Troops would gain access to the advanced de-escalation tactics 
that the CRISIS Initiative provides and would give these communities the care they require in 
these situations. It is believed that this initiative could help combat the mental health and drug 
crisis within the state, while also providing those who struggle with addiction and mental 
illness with the appropriate professional help they need. 
 
RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY: 
 
None Expressed. 
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT: 
 
Connecticut House Republicans Office, Supports: 
The CRISIS initiative has been very effective in addressing the mental health and opioid 
epidemics, bringing together state and local law enforcement, mental health professionals, 
and the broader community. While the eastern portion of the state has been 
disproportionately hit hard by the opioid epidemic, unfortunately, it's not confined to this 
region alone. The success of the CRISIS program should be expanded state-wide. 
 
Diane Manning, President/CEO of United Services, Inc, Supports: 
In 2023 we worked with more than 150 people who received social work services rather than 
multiple police contacts. The individuals that are referred to the CRISIS Project can access 
treatment and other supports so that they do not come to the attention of the community, and 
eventually, the police when that is not appropriate. Expanding the CRISIS Project throughout 
the state can have similar positive outcomes for our communities. 
 
Mark DeCaprio, State Representative, CT General Assembly, Supports: 
Expresses the need for more mental health services and initiatives in the state of 
Connecticut. Police Officers are first on-scene, to have all the necessary tools to successfully 
perform CRISIS duties would be critical. Having these resources available when responding 
can significantly improve the person's outcome who is experiencing a mental health 
condition, episode, addiction crisis or overdose. Sites the potential of the CRISIS Initiative to 
help countless people across the state and it's track record for fighting back against the 
opioid epidemic and mental illness. 
 
In addition, two anonymous sources supported: 
Both sited the importance of rehabilitation and care for those addicted to drugs.  
 
NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION: 
 
Jess Zaccagnino, Policy Counsel, American Civil Liberties Union of Connecticut 
(ACLU-CT), Opposes: 
Expresses the use of public health and social work actors when addressing mental health 
crises and addiction, not as an auxiliary afterthought to police. Encourages the re-evaluation 
of the centering of police in mental health care entirely and shift its focus to the use of mental 
health professionals in crisis interventions. 
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Oliva Rinkes, Opposes: 
Expresses how mental health resources should not be an emergency service provided by 
over policing. This could result in the possibility of escalation into a situation that may cause 
harm to the individuals involved in it. Mental health is a part of physical health and resources 
that need to be made available in the health care system. That way, individuals who have 
mental health needs can develop routine systems of treatment and support before they 
escalate into a crisis that needs to be resolved by an armed police officer. 
 
 
Reported by:   Casey Urso (Assistant Clerk) Date: March 11th, 2024 

 


