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To the Transportation Committee Chairs Sen. Christine Cohen, Rep. Roland Lemar, and
Distinguished Members.

| am writing in support of HB5917- AN ACT IMPLEMENTING THE RECOMMNEDATIONS
OF THE VISION ZERO COUNCIL.

Traffic violation has impacted the City of New Haven severely. New Haven, like many
Connecticut cities, sees many car crashes each year as a result of dangerous driving, speeding and
red light running. In 2022 we saw a total of 8,551 crashes and 16 fatalities as a result of dangerous
driving. allowing for the installation of speed and red-light cameras, it would help to reduce the
number of crashes and fatalities by a large margin.

While we are working to install traffic calming infrastructure, educating drivers and implementing
enforcement, it is not enough and we need the state’s help. We do not have enough police to be
able to adequately do traffic enforcement. Therefore, automatic traffic enforcement is an important
tool we could use, if the state allowed us to, to ensure people abide by the law and our streets are
safer.

It is important that we recognize the amount of strain that these accidents implore on our local
police enforcement. This bill would allow our police officers to focus on violent crime prevention
and crime solving cases that need urgent attention. This legislation would be of great support for
our New Haven Police Department as they are working endlessly to protect the City of New Haven.

Additionally, some intersections in New Haven are configured in a way that puts a police officer
at risk if they pull someone over for running a red light. Automatic traffic enforcement would help
keep our officers safe as well.

We are also supportive of HB5917 because it would incorporate installing cameras to our school
and pedestrian zones that would help us further protect our children and community members. Our
communities should feel safe to cross the street without the fear of being run over by a car

Thank you for your consideration and | strongly support HB5917 and urge you to support this
important piece of legislation.

Sincerely,
Mayor Justin Elicker
City of New Haven



