
 

Committee Chairs Cohen and Lemar,  

I submit this testimony in support of House Bill 5917, as it includes several provisions that will improve 
the traffic safety of our city and our state. As Chief of the City of New Haven Police Department, I can 
attest to the strain often put on our local departments in enforcing traffic safety, while they work to 
prevent and solve violent crime with limited resources and staffing challenges. If passed, the automated 
traffic enforcement provision of this bill will aid in the reduction of traffic accidents, helping to improve 
the safety of our roadways for all users – drivers, pedestrians, and bicyclists— while reducing the 
administrative role of police.  

The New Haven Police Department (NHPD) responds to approximately 70,000 calls for service per year, 
on average. The NHPD has focused much of its resources toward violent crime prevention and crime-
solving efforts. Traffic enforcement is critical to public safety but it can often be both time consuming 
and further strain already limited resources. It can present risks to officer safety and result in negative 
interactions with the public, particularly when one considers the potential for disparate impacts on 
communities of color. In light of all this, new tools are needed to assist with traffic enforcement and 
meet the urgent need to reduce traffic-related injuries and deaths.  

As written, the bill’s automated enforcement provision is limited and narrowly-tailored. With permission 
from the local legislature, automated enforcement will only be allowed school zones, designated 
pedestrian safety zones, and locations with a history of traffic crashes that were caused by the violation 
of a traffic control sign or traffic control signal. All locations must be approved by the local traffic 
authority and locations with a history of traffic crashes must also be reviewed by the Office of the State 
Traffic Administration. These multiple layers of review should help to ensure that an individual’s race or 
ethnicity have no bearing on whether a ticket is issued. Automated enforcement promises to aid in the 
fair and consistent enforcement of the law while alleviating the strain on department resources.  

Departments across the state are struggling with adequate staffing and resources. This bill can help to 
improve public safety, reduce administrative burdens, and respond to the concerns of chiefs who are 
grappling daily with staffing and resource challenges. I believe that the reduced staffing demands 
resulting from this bill will outweigh any unforeseen administrative burdens. Thank you for your 
consideration of my testimony. I urge you support House Bill 5917 and will be happy to provide this 
committee with any additional information requested. 

Sincerely, 

Chief Karl Jacobson  

New Haven Police Department 


