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I oppose this bill for many reasons. People of low social value, such as the elderly, poor, certain races
and ethnicities, and especially the disabled, will be at high risk of being coerced into "choosing" the aid
in dying option. My own experiences during the months when my husband was dying have convinced
me that this is true. | was harangued daily to stop his treatment because, "he had no quality of life," and
"quality is better than quantity," and he was "delirious." In fact, we found deep meaning and value in
those last months together, and he was not delirious. He was aware of his surroundings, and at times had
difficulty communicating. The so-called safeguards are meaningless, because the organization
coordinating the push for this legislation is openly calling for the expansion and greater ease of access in
states where medical suicide is already legal, as well as permitting a wider variety of health-care
professionals to prescribe the deadly poison (Oregon, Washington, and Hawaii at this moment). I object
to the idea that sick and disabled and dying people are considered inherently undignified. It seems
obscene that our society is more interested in killing off the sick and disabled than in providing services
and equipment to aid them in their lives. Lastly, once the poisons are provided to the patient, there is no
way to assure that they will be kept out of the clutches of those who would sell them on the streets. I
have known some creepy people, and such things really do happen.



