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House Bill No. 6488, An Act Concerning Cigarettes, Tobacco Products, Electronic Nicotine
Delivery Systems and Vapor Products

The Department of Public Health (DPH) thanks the committee for the opportunity to provide
information on HB 6488, An Act Concerning Cigarettes, Tobacco Products, Electronic Nicotine
Delivery Systems and Vapor Products.

Ban On The Sale Of Flavored Cigarettes, Tobacco Products, Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems
And Vapor Products

A ban on the sale of flavored cigarettes, tobacco productions, electronic cigarettes, electronic
nicotine delivery systems (ENDS) and vapor products will reduce the use of such products
across all populations, but particularly in children. A report published in 2015 and confirmed in
2019 stated that over three quarters of youth surveyed started using tobacco with a flavored
product.? We know that adolescent brains are particularly vulnerable to nicotine and nicotine
addiction, and that many young people are not aware that most ENDS contain nicotine.>* A
2019 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention report encourages states to prohibit the sale
of flavored tobacco products to stem the increase in youth tobacco use.” Massachusetts, New
Jersey, New York, and Rhode Island have restricted the sale of flavored tobacco products.®

Historically, flavoring agents were added to tobacco products to mask the harsh flavor of tobacco
and to attract the interest of young people.” The long-term health consequences of vaping are
not yet fully known. Although flavorings have been tested as safe for ingestion, they have not
been fully tested for inhalation safety, and studies show that some flavors contain chemicals
known to irritate the respiratory system.? In the fall of 2019, JUUL Labs, maker of the popular
JUUL device, stopped selling their flavored products apart from mint/menthol and tobacco
flavors. Although their sales dropped overall, their sales of mint/menthol flavor rapidly increased
as youth transitioned from fruity to mint/menthol flavorings.®
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In February 2020, the Food and Drug Administration banned flavored cartridges and pods, but
did not include cigars, e-liquids, or disposable products.'° This confuses retailers and purchasers
and leaves a large array of flavored products available.

Ban on Smoking in a Motor Vehicle When a Minor is Present

DPH supports a ban on smoking or the use of an electronic nicotine delivery system or vapor
product in a motor vehicle when a minor is present because there is no safe level of exposure
to secondhand smoke.! To align with Connecticut’s tobacco age requirements, the committee
may want to consider defining ‘minor’ as an individual under twenty-one years of age. Smoke
and vape-free motor vehicle policies would help reduce exposure to both second- and third-
hand smoke and aerosol by anyone driving or riding in a motor vehicle and would aid in
protecting them from its harmful health effects.'?> The following states currently have smoke
free car laws: Arkansas, California, lllinois, Louisiana, Maine, Oregon, Puerto Rico, Utah,
Vermont, and Virginia. 3

Thank you for your consideration of this information. DPH encourages committee members to
reach out with any questions.
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