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o S.B. No. 1140, AN Act CONCERNING THE APPOINTMENT OF JUSTICES OF THE PEACE.

Thank you Co-Chairs Rahman and Kavros DeGraw, Ranking Members Fazio and Zullo, and members
of the committee for the opportunity to submit testimony on this legislation.

This bill makes changes to the general statutes in order to allow town clerks to make appointments of
electors who are not members of major parties to fill vacancies for the office of justice of the peace that
arise from the creation of new positions within that municipality. This legislation would fix part of the
issue that prevents towns from expanding the number of justices of the peace to reflect their current
needs and population without having to wait until the four-year term expires to fill these offices, but
only for the one-third of Justices of the Peace positions that are alloted to electors who are not members
of major parties. The current bill language only adjusts Connecticut General Statutes 9-184c, the statute
pertaining to the appointment of Justices of the Peace who are not members of major parties, and not
9-184, the statute pertaining to the filling of vacancies in Justice of the Peace positions for electors who
are members of a major party.

Although this change would solve part of the problem of filling new Justice of the Peace positions, it
would only allow the filling of the one-third of vacancies created by adding Justice of the Peace
positions that are filled by non-major party electors, but would not affect the two-thirds of vacancies
created by adding Justice of the Peace positions that are filled by major party electors. Even for the
vacancies in positions reserved for non-major party voters, Town Clerks would still be restricted to
electors who applied at the last quadrennial election, and would not be able to fill those vacancies
should there be no such electors. Our office has proposed language to address the issues related to



making Justice of the Peace appointments more holistically, and would be happy to work with the
committee and the proponents of the bill on bill language.

Additionally, our office, along with the Justice of the Peace Association, is proposing a study to analyze
the methods Connecticut uses to determine the number of Justices of the Peace in each town, the
portability of appointments across town lines, the selection process, and other issues related to Justices
of the Peace.

I support this bill as written, but urge adoption of our office’s proposed language to address
some of the other issues related to filling vacancies in Justice of the Peace positions.

Thank you,

Stephanie Thomas
Secretary of the State of Connecticut



