vp Senate

General Assembly File No. 437

Substitute Senate Bill No. 904

January Session, 2023

Senate, April 5, 2023

The Committee on Transportation reported through SEN.
COHEN of the 12th Dist., Chairperson of the Committee on the
part of the Senate, that the substitute bill ought to pass.

AN ACT CONCERNING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE OFFICE
OF THE STATE TRAFFIC ADMINISTRATION AND THE DEPARTMENT
OF TRANSPORTATION, THE DISSOLUTION OF THE NORWALK
TRANSIT DISTRICT AND ROUTE SHIELD PAVEMENT MARKINGS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

—_

Section 1. Section 14-314 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2023):

N

(a) Any person, firm or corporation failing to comply with any order
made pursuant to any provision of this chapter shall be fined not more
than five thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days or
both, and shall be subject to the provisions of section 14-111. Any
person, firm or corporation failing to comply with any traffic control

signal, sign, marking or other device placed and maintained upon the
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highway, or with any regulation adopted pursuant to any provision of
10  this chapter, by the Office of the State Traffic Administration or the
11  traffic authority of any city, town or borough shall be deemed to have
12 committed an infraction, if no other penalty is provided by law.
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Traveling at a greater rate of speed than is reasonable as provided in

section 14-218a, as amended by this act, shall not be deemed to be a

failure to comply with the provisions of this section but shall be deemed
to be the commission of an infraction within the provisions of [said]
section 14-218a, as amended by this act.

(b) The Office of the State Traffic Administration shall provide

written notice to any city, town or borough that fails to comply with any

order made pursuant to any provision of this chapter or with any

regulation adopted pursuant to this chapter by the office specifying the

time within such city, town or borough shall comply with such order.

The office shall take into consideration the availability of equipment or

the need for the installation or purchase of any such equipment in

establishing the time for compliance. Any city, town or borough that

fails to comply with such order within the specified time shall be

ineligible to apply for any competitive grant program administered by

the Department of Transportation or the Office of Policy and

Management, including the small town economic assistance program

established pursuant to section 4-66¢, for the purposes of funding a

transportation-related project located in such city, town or borough.

Sec. 2. Section 14-299 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2023):

(a) For the purpose of standardization and uniformity, no installation

of or revision to any traffic control signal light shall be made by any

town, city or borough until the same has been approved by the Office of
the State Traffic Administration. Such approval shall be based on
necessity for, location of and type of such signal light and shall be
applied for on a form supplied by the Office of the State Traffic
Administration and shall be submitted to said office by the traffic
authority having jurisdiction. Approval of any such signal light may be
revoked by the Office of the State Traffic Administration at any time if
said office deems such revocation to be in the interest of public safety,
and thereupon such signal lights shall be removed by the traffic
authority having jurisdiction.
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(b) When traffic at an intersection is alternately directed to proceed
and to stop by the use of signals exhibiting colored lights or lighted
arrows, successively one at a time or in combination, only the colors
green, red and yellow shall be used, except for special [pedestrian
control] pedestrian-control signals carrying word legends [, said lights]

or symbols. Such lights or arrows shall apply to drivers of vehicles and

pedestrians and shall indicate the following;:

(1) Circular green alone: Vehicular traffic facing a green signal may
proceed straight through or turn right or left unless a sign or marking at
such place prohibits either such turn or straight through movement,
except that such traffic shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians and
vehicles [lawfully] within a crosswalk or the intersection at the time
such signal was exhibited; pedestrians facing the green signal, except
when directed by separate pedestrian-control signals, may proceed

across the highway within any marked or unmarked crosswalk.

(2) Yellow: Vehicular traffic facing a steady yellow signal is thereby
warned that the related green movement is being terminated or that a
red indication will be exhibited immediately thereafter, when vehicular
traffic shall stop before entering the intersection unless so close to the
intersection that a stop cannot be made in safety; pedestrians facing a
steady yellow signal, except when directed by separate pedestrian-
control signals, are thereby advised that there is insufficient time to
cross the roadway before a red indication is shown and no pedestrian

shall then start to cross the roadway.

(3) Red alone: Vehicular traffic facing a steady red signal alone shall
stop before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection
or, if none, then before entering the intersection and remain standing
until the next indication is shown; provided, on or after July 1, 1979,
vehicular traffic traveling in the travel lane nearest the right hand curb
or other defined edge of the roadway, unless a sign approved by the
Office of the State Traffic Administration has been erected in the
appropriate place prohibiting this movement, may cautiously enter the
intersection to make a right turn onto a two-way street or onto another
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one-way street on which all the traffic is moving to such vehicle's right
after such vehicle has stopped as required in this subdivision and
yielded the right-of-way to pedestrians [lawfully] within an adjacent
crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection.
Pedestrians facing a steady red signal alone, except when directed by

separate pedestrian-control signals, shall not enter the roadway.

(4) Green arrow: Vehicular traffic facing a green arrow signal, shown
alone or in combination with another indication, may cautiously enter
the intersection only to make the movement indicated by such arrow, or
such other movement as is permitted by other indications shown at the
same time, but such vehicular traffic shall yield the right-of-way to
pedestrians [lawfully] within a crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully

within the intersection.

(5) Whenever special pedestrian-control signals exhibiting the words

"Walk" or "Don't Walk" or the image of a walking person symbolizing

"Walk" or an upraised hand symbolizing "Don't Walk" are in place, such

signals shall indicate as follows: "Walk" or walking person symbol:

Pedestrians facing such signals may proceed across the roadway in the
direction of the signal and shall be given the right-of-way by the drivers
of all vehicles; "Don't Walk" or upraised hand symbol: No pedestrian

shall start to cross the roadway in the direction of such signal, but any
pedestrian who has partially completed [his] crossing on the walk signal
shall proceed to a sidewalk or safety island while the flashing "Don't
Walk" or flashing upraised hand symbol signal is showing.

(c) When an illuminated flashing red or yellow signal is used in a
traffic sign or signal, it shall require obedience by vehicular traffic as

follows:

(1) Flashing red: When a red lens is illuminated by rapid intermittent
flashes, drivers of vehicles shall stop before entering the nearest
crosswalk at an intersection, or at a limit line when marked or, if none,
then before entering the intersection, and the right to proceed shall be
subject to the rules applicable after making a stop at a stop sign.
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(2) When a yellow lens is illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes,
drivers of vehicles facing such signal may proceed through the

intersection or past such signal only with caution.

(d) Lenses of the following colors only shall be used and shall be
arranged vertically in the signal face or, when necessary, horizontally,
and shall conform to the following positions: When arranged vertically,
red shall be located at the top, yellow shall be located directly below red
and the remaining indications below the yellow in the following order:
Flashing yellow, circular green, vertical arrow, left-turn arrow and
right-turn arrow, as needed; when arranged horizontally, red shall be
located at the left, yellow shall be located directly to the right of red and
the remaining indications to the right of yellow in the following order:
Flashing yellow, left-turn arrow, circular green, vertical arrow and

right-turn arrow, as needed.

(e) When lane-direction-control signals are placed over the individual
lanes of a street or highway, vehicular traffic may travel in any lane over
which a green arrow signal is shown, but shall not enter or travel in any

lane over which a red X signal is shown.

(f) If a traffic control signal, approved by the Office of the State Traffic
Administration, is erected and maintained at a place other than an
intersection, the provisions of this section shall be applicable except as
to those provisions which by their nature can have no application. Any
stop required shall be made at a sign or marking on the pavement
indicating where the stop shall be made, but in the absence of any sign

or marking, the stop shall be made at the signal.

Sec. 3. Subsections (a) and (b) of section 14-300 of the general statutes
are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective
October 1, 2023):

(@) The traffic authority [shall have power to] may designate, by
appropriate official traffic control devices, as defined in section 14-297,
or markers, or by lines upon the surface of the highway, such crosswalks
and intersections as, in its opinion, constitute a danger to pedestrians
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crossing the highway including, but not limited to, specially marked
crosswalks in the vicinity of schools, which crosswalks shall have
distinctive markings, in accordance with the regulations of the Office of
the State Traffic Administration, to denote use of such crosswalks by
school children; and may maintain suitable signs located at intervals
along highways, particularly where there are no sidewalks, directing

pedestrians to walk facing vehicular traffic.

(b) At any intersection where special pedestrian-control signals

bearing the words "Walk" or "Don't Walk" or the image of a walking

person symbolizing "Walk" or an upraised hand symbolizing "Don't

Walk" are placed, pedestrians may cross the highway only as indicated
by the signal. At any intersection where traffic is controlled by other
traffic control signals or by police officers, pedestrians shall not cross the
highway against a red or "Stop" signal and shall not cross at any place
not a marked or unmarked crosswalk. A pedestrian started or starting
across the highway [on a "Walk" signal] or on any such crosswalk [on a
green or "Go" signal] shall have the right-of-way over all vehicles,
including those making turns, until such pedestrian has reached the

opposite curb or safety zone.

Sec. 4. Section 14-311 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2023):

(a) No person, firm, corporation, state agency [,] or municipal agency,
or any combination thereof, shall build, expand, establish or operate any
open air theater, shopping center or other development generating large
volumes of traffic that substantially affect state highway traffic within
this state, as determined by the Office of the State Traffic
Administration, until such person, firm, corporation [,] or agency has
procured from said office a certificate that the operation thereof will not
imperil the safety of the public, except that any development, including
any development to be built in phases, without regard to when such
phases are approved by the municipal planning and zoning agency or
other responsible municipal agency, that contains a total of one hundred
or fewer residential units shall not be required to obtain such certificate
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if such development is a residential-only development and is not part of
a mixed-use development that contains office, retail or other such
nonresidential uses, provided if any future development increases the
total number of residential units to more than one hundred, and such
total substantially affects state highway traffic within the state as
determined by the Office of the State Traffic Administration, a certificate

shall be procured from said office.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection or permitted by

the Office of the State Traffic Administration, no local building official

shall issue a building or foundation permit to any person, firm,
corporation, state agency or municipal agency to build, expand,
establish or operate such a development until the person, firm,
corporation or agency provides to such official a copy of the certificate

issued under this section by the office. No local building official shall

issue a certificate of occupancy to any such person, firm, corporation or

agency for such development until the conditions of the certificate

issued by the office under this section have been satisfied. If the office

determines that any person, firm, corporation [,] or [state or municipal]
agency has (1) started building, expanding, establishing or operating
such a development without first obtaining a certificate from said office,
or (2) has failed to comply with the conditions of such a certificate, it
shall order the person, firm, corporation or agency to (A) cease
constructing, expanding, establishing or operating the development, or
(B) comply with the conditions of the certificate within a reasonable
period of time. If such person, firm, corporation or agency fails to (i)
cease such work, or (ii) comply with an order of the office within such
time as specified by the office, the office may [make an application]
apply to the superior court for the judicial district of Hartford or the
judicial district where the development is located enjoining the
construction, expansion, establishment or operation of such
development. Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection, for
single family home building lots within a subdivision of land, for which
a certificate is required and which do not have a direct exit or entrance
on, or directly abut or adjoin any state highway, no local building
official shall issue a certificate of occupancy to any person, firm,
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corporation, state agency or municipal agency to occupy homes on such
lots until the person, firm, corporation or agency provides to such
official a copy of the certificate issued under this section by the office
and such official confirms that the certificate conditions have been
satisfied.

(c) The Office of the State Traffic Administration, to the extent
practicable, shall begin its review of an application prior to final
approval of the proposed activity by the municipal planning and zoning

agency or other responsible municipal agency.

(d) In determining the advisability of such certification, the Office of
the State Traffic Administration shall include, in its consideration,
highway safety, bicycle and pedestrian access and safety, the width and
character of the highways affected, the density of traffic thereon, the
character of such traffic and the opinion and findings of the traffic
authority of the municipality wherein the development is located. The
office may require improvements to be made by the applicant to the
extent that such improvements address impacts to state highway safety
or bicycle and pedestrian access and safety created by the addition of
the applicant's proposed development or activity. If the office
determines that such improvements, including traffic signals, pavement
markings, channelization, pavement widening or other changes or
traffic control devices, are required to handle traffic safely and
efficiently, one hundred per cent of the cost thereof shall be borne by the
person, firm, corporation or agency building, establishing or operating

such open air theater, shopping center or other development generating
large volumes of traffic, except that such cost shall not be borne by any
municipal agency. The Commissioner of Transportation may issue a

permit to [said] such person, firm, corporation or agency to construct or

install the changes required by the office.

(e) Any person, firm, corporation or agency building, establishing or

operating such open air theater, shopping center or other development

generating large volumes of traffic aggrieved by any decision of the

Office of the State Traffic Administration [hereunder] under this section
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may appeal therefrom in accordance with the provisions of section 4-
183, except venue for such appeal shall be in the judicial district in which
it is proposed to operate such establishment. The provisions of this
section, except insofar as such provisions relate to expansion, shall not
apply to any open air theater, shopping center or other development

generating large volumes of traffic in operation on July 1, 1967.

(f) Before submitting an application for any development generating
large volumes of traffic pursuant to subsection (a) of this section to the
Office of the State Traffic Administration, the [individual or entity]

person, firm, corporation or agency submitting such application shall

attend a mandatory meeting with the Office of the State Traffic
Administration and other staff from the Department of Transportation.

At such meeting, such [individual or entity] person, firm, corporation or

agency shall present the applicant's proposed development [to such
department staff] and receive feedback, including, but not limited to,

information as to what [needs] materials need to be submitted for an

application to be considered complete.

Sec. 5. Section 14-311c of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2023):

(@) No [group of persons, firms, corporations, state agencies or
municipal agencies] person, firm, corporation, state agency or

municipal agency, or any combination thereof, shall build, expand,

establish or operate any open air theater, shopping center or other
development generating large volumes of traffic on any group of
individual parcels of land which are separately owned but are utilized
together for a single development purpose, whether or not such parcels
are separated by any state, local or private roadway that substantially
affect state highway traffic within this state, as determined by the Office
of the State Traffic Administration, until such [group] person, firm,
corporation or agency has procured from the Office of the State Traffic

Administration a certificate that the operation thereof will not imperil
the safety of the public, except that any development, including any
development to be built in phases without regard to when such phases
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are approved by the municipal planning and zoning agency or other
responsible municipal agency, that contains a total of one hundred or
fewer residential units shall not be required to obtain such a certificate
if such development is a residential-only development and not part of a
mixed-use development containing office, retail or other such
nonresidential uses, provided if any future development increases the
total number of residential units to more than one hundred, and this
total substantially affects state highway traffic within the state as
determined by the Office of the State Traffic Administration, a certificate

shall be procured from said office.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in this subsection or permitted by

the Office of the State Traffic Administration, no local building official

shall issue a building or foundation permit to any such [group or

member thereof] person, firm, corporation or agency to build, expand,

establish or operate such a development until the [group or member]

person, firm, corporation or agency provides to such official a copy of

the certificate issued under this section by the Office of the State Traffic
Administration. No local building official shall issue a certificate of

occupancy to any such person, firm, corporation or agency for such

development until the conditions of the certificate issued by the office
under this section have been satisfied. If the Office of the State Traffic
Administration determines that any [group or member] person, firm,

corporation or agency has (1) started building, expanding, establishing
or operating such a development without first obtaining a certificate
from said office, or (2) has failed to comply with the conditions of such

a certificate, it shall order the [group or member] person, firm,

corporation or agency to (A) cease constructing, expanding, establishing

or operating the development, or (B) to comply with the conditions of
the certificate within a reasonable period of time. If such [group or

member] person, firm, corporation or agency fails to (i) cease such work,

or (ii) comply with such order within such time as specified by the Office
of the State Traffic Administration, said office or the traffic authority of
the municipality wherein the development is located may [make an
application] apply to the superior court for the judicial district of
Hartford or the judicial district where the development is located

sSB904 / File No. 437 10
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enjoining the construction, expansion, establishment or the operation of
such development. Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection,
for single family home building lots within a subdivision of land, for
which a certificate is required and which do not have a direct exit or
entrance on, or directly abut or adjoin any state highway, no local
building official shall issue a certificate of occupancy to any such [group

or member thereof or] person, firm, corporation or agency to occupy

homes on such lots until such [group, member or] person, firm,

corporation or agency provides to such official a copy of the certificate

issued under this section by said office and such official confirms that

the certificate conditions have been satisfied.

(c) The Office of the State Traffic Administration, to the extent
practicable, shall begin its review of an application prior to final
approval of the proposed activity by the municipal planning and zoning

agency or other responsible municipal agency.

(d) In determining the advisability of such certification, the Office of
the State Traffic Administration shall include, in its consideration,
highway safety, the width and character of the highways affected, the
density of traffic thereon, the character of such traffic and the opinion
and findings of the traffic authority of the municipality wherein the
development is located. The Office of the State Traffic Administration
may require improvements to be made by the applicant to the extent
that such improvements address impacts to state highway safety
created by the addition of the applicant's proposed development or
activity. If the Office of the State Traffic Administration determines that
such improvements, including traffic signals, pavement markings,
channelization, pavement widening or other changes or traffic control
devices, are required to handle traffic safely and efficiently, one

hundred per cent of the cost thereof shall be borne by the [group]

person, firm, corporation or agency building, establishing or operating
such open air theater, shopping center or other development generating
large volumes of traffic, except that such cost shall not be borne by any
municipal agency. The Commissioner of Transportation may issue a

permit to [said group] such person, firm, corporation or agency to

sSB904 / File No. 437 11
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construct or install the changes required by the Office of the State Traffic
Administration, in consultation with the local traffic authority.

(e) Any [group] person, firm, corporation or agency building,

establishing or operating such open air theater, shopping center or other

development generating large volumes of traffic aggrieved by any
decision of the Office of the State Traffic Administration [hereunder]

under this section may appeal therefrom in accordance with the

provisions of section 4-183, except venue for such appeal shall be in the
judicial district in which it is proposed to operate such establishment.
The provisions of this section except insofar as such provisions relate to
expansion shall not apply to any open air theater, shopping center or
other development generating large volumes of traffic which has
received all necessary permits, variances, exceptions and approvals
from the municipal zoning commission, planning commission,
combined planning and zoning commission and zoning board of
appeals in which such development is located prior to or on July 1, 1985,

or to any such development which is in operation on that date.

(f) Before submitting an application for any development generating

large volumes of traffic pursuant to subsection (a) of this section to the

Office of the State Traffic Administration, the person, firm, corporation

or agency submitting such application shall attend a mandatory

meeting with the Office of the State Traffic Administration and other

staff from the Department of Transportation. At such meeting, such

person, firm, corporation or agency shall present the applicant's

proposed development and receive feedback, including, but not limited

to, information as to what materials need to be submitted for an

application to be considered complete.

Sec. 6. (NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) The Connecticut Training and
Technical Assistance Center at The University of Connecticut shall
conduct training sessions, at least three times a year, for traffic
authorities concerning the powers and responsibilities of traffic
authorities, the installation of official traffic control devices and an
overview of the applicable provisions of the general statutes and any

sSB904 / File No. 437 12



379

380
381
382
383
384
385

386
387
388

389
390
391
392
393
394
395

396
397
398
399

400
401

402
403
404
405
406
407
408
409

sSB904 File No. 437

regulations adopted by the Office of the State Traffic Administration.

(b) On or before January 1, 2024, and annually thereafter, each traffic
authority, or such authority's appointed representative, shall complete
the training offered pursuant to subsection (a) of this section. The
Connecticut Training and Technical Assistance Center shall maintain
records indicating when a traffic authority, or such authority's

representative, completed such training.

Sec. 7. Subsection (b) of section 14-218a of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October
1, 2023):

(b) (1) Except as provided in subdivision (2) of this subsection, the
Office of the State Traffic Administration shall establish a speed limit
[of] not to exceed sixty-five miles per hour on [any] each multiple lane,

limited access [highways] highway. The office shall establish speed
limits that are suitable for [a speed limit of sixty-five miles per hour]

each such highway, taking into consideration relevant factors including

design, population of area and traffic flow.

(2) The Commissioner of Transportation may establish the speed
limit on limited access highways during a weather event or an
emergency, provided the commissioner erects electronic signs

indicating such speed limit.

Sec. 8. Section 13b-212b of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2023):

(@) There is established a Connecticut [Commuter Rail] Public

Transportation Council which shall consist of fifteen members,

[appointed with the advice and consent of the General Assembly,] all of
whom shall be (1) [commuters] residents who regularly use the
transportation services of the New Haven commuter railroad line which
includes the New Canaan, Danbury and Waterbury branches of such
line, (2) [commuters] residents who regularly use the transportation

services of the [Shoreline] Shore Line East railroad line, [or] (3) residents

sSB904 / File No. 437 13
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[of a municipality in which the Commissioner of Transportation has

proposed a new rail line or in which a rail line has commenced operation

after July 1, 2013] who regularly use the transportation services of the

Hartford railroad line, or (4) residents who regularly use bus public

transportation services funded by the state. Members shall be appointed

as follows: (A) The Governor shall appoint four members; [, one of
whom shall be the chief elected official of a municipality located on an
operating or proposed new rail line;] (B) the president pro tempore of

the Senate shall appoint three members, one of whom regularly uses bus

public transportation services funded by the state and one of whom

regularly uses the transportation services of the New Haven railroad

line; (C) the speaker of the House of Representatives shall appoint three
members, one of whom regularly uses bus public transportation

services funded by the state and one of whom regularly uses the

transportation services of the Hartford railroad line; (D) the minority

leader of the Senate shall appoint one member; (E) the minority leader
of the House of Representatives shall appoint one member; (F) the
chairpersons of the joint standing committee of the General Assembly
having cognizance of matters relating to transportation shall each
appoint one member, one of whom [shall be from a municipality in
which the Commissioner of Transportation has proposed a new rail line
or in which a rail line has commenced operation after July 1, 2013, and
one of whom shall be from a municipality in which a station for the

Shoreline East railroad line is located] regularly uses bus public

transportation services funded by the state and one of whom regularly

uses the transportation services of the Shore Line East railroad line; and

(G) the ranking members of said committee shall jointly appoint one
member who [shall be from a municipality served by the Danbury or
Waterbury branches of the New Haven commuter railroad line]
regularly uses bus public transportation services funded by the state.

Each member shall serve for a term of four years. All initial
appointments to the council shall be made by August 1, [2013] 2023, and
initial members shall serve a four-year term commencing on August 1,

[2013] 2023, except that members appointed prior to July 1, 2023, to serve

on the Connecticut Commuter Rail Council and whose term has not

sSB904 / File No. 437 14
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expired as of July 1, 2023, shall be deemed appointed to serve on the

Connecticut Public Transportation Council until the expiration of the

term of the member or the occurrence of a vacancy, whichever occurs

first. Any vacancy shall be filled by the original appointing authority by
appointment for the unexpired portion of any term. Members of the
council shall serve until their respective successors are appointed. [and
approved by the General Assembly.]

(b) [The] Notwithstanding the provisions of section 4-9a, the

members of the council shall choose one of the members of the council
to be chairperson of the council. A majority of the members of the
council then in office shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of any
business, and action shall be by vote of a majority of the members
present at a meeting. The council shall meet at least once during each
calendar quarter and at such other times as the chairperson deems
necessary or upon the request of a majority of the members in office.
Special meetings shall be held at the request of such majority after notice
in accordance with the provisions of section 1-225. Any member who
fails to attend fifty per cent of all meetings held during any calendar
year or who fails to attend three consecutive meetings shall be deemed

to have resigned from office. Not later than ten days after a vacancy

occurs in the council or the resignation of a member, the chairperson

shall notify the appointing authority of such vacancy or resignation.

(c) The Department of Transportation shall maintain records of each

request for information and data received from the council and denote

the status of anvy such request.

Sec. 9. Section 13b-212c of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2023):

The Connecticut [Commuter Rail] Public Transportation Council

shall study and investigate all aspects of the daily operation of
[commuter rail lines in] the commuter railroad systems and bus public

transportation services funded by the state, monitor their performance
and recommend changes to improve the efficiency, equity and [the]
quality of service [of the operation of such lines] on such commuter rail
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systems and bus public transportation services. The council may request

and shall receive, if available, from any department, division, board,
bureau, commission, agency [,] or public authority of the state, or any
political subdivision thereof, such assistance and data [as it requests
and] that will enable it to properly carry out its activities for the
purposes set forth in this section. The council shall also [work with the
Department of Transportation to] serve as an advocate for customers of

all commuter [lines in] railroad systems and bus public transportation

services funded by the state. [and shall make recommendations for

improvements to such lines.] The Department of Transportation shall

(1) submit monthly reports with information and data concerning the

on-time performance by station and passenger ridership of the

commuter railroad systems and bus public transportation services

funded by the state, and (2) make quarterly presentations at the

meetings of the council concerning such reports and respond to

reasonable inquiries made in advance of any meeting by the council. The

council shall report its findings and recommendations annually on or
before January fifteenth, to the Governor, the Commissioner of
Transportation, the General Assembly, the Metro North Rail Commuter
Council located in the state of New York and the management advisory
board of the office of the inspector general of the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority located in the state of New York. The council

shall also annually present its findings and recommendations to the

joint standing committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of

matters relating to transportation.

Sec. 10. (Effective from passage) On or before February 1, 2024, the
Connecticut Public Transportation Council, established under section
13b-212b of the general statutes, as amended by this act, shall submit, in
accordance with the provisions of section 11-4a of the general statutes,
to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly having
cognizance of matters relating to transportation, a report regarding the
organizational structure of the council and any recommendations to

improve or modify such structure and the mission of the council.

Sec. 11. Section 20 of public act 21-175 is repealed and the following
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is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):

The Commissioner of Transportation shall study the feasibility of (1)
extending the Shore Line East rail line to the state of Rhode Island, (2)
establishing a new passenger rail service from the town of New London
to the town of Norwich, (3) establishing a new passenger train station in
the town of Groton and the borough of Stonington, and (4) extending
ground transportation systems in the eastern region of the state and
providing interconnection between such systems and rail lines. The
commissioner may seek and use any available federal funds to conduct
such study. On or before [January] December 1, 2023, the commissioner
shall submit the results of such study to the joint standing committee of
the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to
transportation, in accordance with the provisions of section 11-4a of the

general statutes.

Sec. 12. Section 13b-103 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2023):

(@) (1) No person, association, limited liability company or
corporation shall operate a motor vehicle in livery service until such
person, association, limited liability company or corporation has
obtained a permit from the Department of Transportation, specifying
the nature and extent of the service to be rendered and certifying that
public convenience and necessity will be improved by the operation and
conduct of such livery service. Such permits shall be issued only after a
written application for the same has been made and a public hearing has
been held thereon. Upon receipt of such application, together with the
payment of a fee of two hundred dollars, the department shall fix a time
and place of hearing thereon, within a reasonable time, and shall
promptly give written notice of the pendency of such application and of
the time and place of such hearing to each applicant, the mayor of each
city, the warden of each borough and the first selectman of each town,
within which any such applicant desires to maintain an office or
headquarters, to any carrier legally operating motor vehicles in livery
service within the same territory and to other interested parties as
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determined by the department. (2) Notwithstanding the provisions of
subdivision (1) of this subsection, the department may issue a permit for
the operation of vehicles (A) having a capacity of less than eleven adults
or to be used exclusively at funerals, weddings, christenings,
processions or celebrations, without holding a hearing and certifying
that public convenience and necessity would be improved by the
operation of such vehicles, or (B) having a capacity of not less than
eleven or more than fourteen adults and used for sightseeing and
related purposes, without holding a hearing, provided the department
issues a legal notice, as provided under section 1-2, of such application
and no objection is filed with the department within thirty days of
publication of such notice. (3) Notwithstanding the provisions of
subdivision (1) of this subsection, the department may issue a
temporary or permanent permit to any person, association, limited
liability company or corporation operating a motor vehicle engaged in
the transportation of passengers for hire by virtue of a contract with, or
a lower tier contract for, any federal, state or municipal agency that (A)
is in effect on July 1, 1997, with or without hearing, after a written
application for the same has been made and the department has
determined that the applicant meets the requirements of subsection (b)
of this section except with respect to public convenience and necessity,
or (B) becomes effective after July 1, 1997, with or without hearing, after
a written application for the same has been made and the department
has determined that the applicant meets the requirements of subsection
(b) of this section. Any such permit issued under the provisions of this
subdivision (i) shall be limited to service provided under any such
contract, and (ii) with respect to any contract under the provisions of
subparagraph (A) of this subdivision, shall not authorize a total number
of motor vehicles exceeding the number required to provide service
existing under such contract on July 1, 1997. (4) Notwithstanding the
provisions of subdivision (1) of this subsection, the department shall
issue to any person who has an intrastate livery permit for at least one
year, upon the application of such person, up to two additional vehicle
authorizations each year without a hearing and without written notice
of the pendency of the application, if all the existing permits held by
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such person are registered and in use and if there are no outstanding
violations or matters pending adjudication against such person. Such

person may submit a second application for up to two additional vehicle

authorizations each year. The department shall have thirty calendar

days to issue such amended permit upon receipt of an application and

the payment of the fee described in subdivision (1) of this subsection.

(b) In determining whether or not such a permit will be granted, the
Department of Transportation shall take into consideration the present
or future public convenience and necessity for the service the applicant
proposes to render, the suitability of the applicant or the suitability of
the management if the applicant is a limited liability company or
corporation, the financial responsibility of the applicant, the ability of
the applicant efficiently and properly to perform the service for which
authority is requested and the fitness, willingness and ability of the
applicant to conform to the provisions of this chapter and the

requirements and regulations of the department under this chapter.

(c) Any interested party may bring a written petition to the
Department of Transportation in respect to fares, service, operation or
equipment, or the convenience, protection and safety of the public with
regard to any carrier operating a motor vehicle in livery service.
Thereupon, the department may fix a time and place for a hearing upon
such petition and give notice thereof. No permit shall be sold or
transferred until the department, upon written application to it setting
forth the purpose, terms and conditions thereof and accompanied by a
fee of two hundred dollars, after investigation, approves the same. The
department may amend or, for sufficient cause shown, may suspend or

revoke any such permit. The department may order appropriate

corrective action as the department deems necessary, including, but not

limited to, the attendance of a motor vehicle operator retraining

program. The department may impose a civil penalty on any person or
any officer of any association, limited liability company or corporation
who violates any provision of this chapter or any regulation adopted
under section 13b-102, as amended by this act, with respect to fares,

service, operation, [or] equipment, management or staffing, in an
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amount not to exceed one thousand dollars per day for each violation.
Prior to the imposition of a civil penalty under this subsection, the
department shall provide notice to [said] such person or officer no later
than fifteen business days after receipt of information concerning an

alleged violation and shall provide an opportunity for a hearing.

[(d) The owner or operator of each motor vehicle in livery service

shall display in such vehicle such permit or a memorandum thereof.]

[(e)] (d) (1) Any person who holds himself or herself out to be the
operator of a motor vehicle in livery service who has not received a

permit under this section shall be guilty of a class B misdemeanor.

(2) The state shall remit to a municipality fifty per cent of the fine
amount received for a violation of subdivision (1) of this subsection with
respect to each summons issued by such municipality. Each clerk of the
Superior Court or the Chief Court Administrator, or any other official of
the Superior Court designated by the Chief Court Administrator, shall,
on or before the thirtieth day of January, April, July and October in each
year, certify to the Comptroller the amount due for the previous quarter
under this subsection to each municipality served by the office of the
clerk or official.

[(f)] (e) The Department of Transportation may revoke a permit
issued under this section or section 13b-105 without a hearing, provided
(1) the department sends a notice of revocation to the permit holder at
the address of the permit holder on file with the department and (A) the
notice is returned as undeliverable or could not be delivered, or (B) the
permit holder fails to respond to the notice within the time period
specified by the department in such notice, (2) the department conducts
a physical inspection of the address of the permit holder on file with the
department and determines that no livery service is operated at such
address, and (3) no motor vehicle is registered by the permit holder with
the Department of Motor Vehicles to be used as specified in the permit
pursuant to section 13b-106.

Sec. 13. Subdivision (1) of subsection (a) of section 13b-102 of the
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general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective October 1, 2023):

(@) (1) Each person, association, limited liability company or
corporation owning or operating a motor vehicle in livery service shall
be subject to the jurisdiction of the Department of Transportation, and
the department may prescribe adequate service and reasonable rates
and charges and prescribe and establish such reasonable regulations, in

accordance with the provisions of chapter 54, with respect to fares,

service, operation, [and] equipment, management and staffing as it

deems necessary for the convenience, protection, safety and best

interests of passengers and the public.

Sec. 14. (Effective from passage) Notwithstanding the provisions of
sections 2-14 and 7-273b of the general statutes, the Norwalk Transit
District shall be dissolved on January 1, 2024, on which date (1) all funds
and property of the district shall pass to the Department of
Transportation, (2) the Department of Transportation shall assume and
be liable for all debts and obligations of the district, and shall be liable
to pay all such debts and obligations, and (3) the Department of
Transportation shall provide transit services to the areas previously

served by the district.

Sec. 15. (Effective from passage) The Department of Transportation
shall paint and maintain route shield pavement markings at the
intersection of Interstate Routes 95 and 91 in the city of New Haven and
at the intersection of Interstate Routes 91 and 84 in the city of Hartford
to depict interchange geometry in accordance with the Federal Highway
Administration's Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices for Streets

and Highways, as amended from time to time.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 October 1, 2023 14-314
Sec. 2 October 1, 2023 14-299
Sec. 3 October 1, 2023 14-300(a) and (b)
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Sec. 4 October 1, 2023 14-311

Sec. 5 October 1, 2023 14-311c

Sec. 6 from passage New section
Sec.7 October 1, 2023 14-218a(b)
Sec. 8 July 1, 2023 13b-212b
Sec. 9 July 1, 2023 13b-212c
Sec. 10 from passage New section
Sec. 11 from passage PA 21-175, Sec. 20
Sec. 12 October 1, 2023 13b-103

Sec. 13 October 1, 2023 13b-102(a)(1)
Sec. 14 from passage New section
Sec. 15 from passage New section

Statement of Legislative Commissioners:

In Section 8(b), "The" was changed to "[The] Notwithstanding the
provisions of section 4-9a, the" for statutory consistency; in Section 9,
"such systems and services" was changed to "such commuter railroad
systems and bus public transportation services" for clarity; in Section 10
" established under section 13b-212b of the general statutes, as amended
by this act," was inserted for clarity; and in Section 12(a)(4), "for" and
"such" were deleted for clarity.

TRA Joint Favorable Subst.
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The following Fiscal Impact Statement and Bill Analysis are prepared for the benefit of the members of

the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and explanation and do not

represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber thereof for any purpose. In general,

fiscal impacts are based upon a variety of informational sources, including the analyst’s professional

knowledge. Whenever applicable, agency data is consulted as part of the analysis, however final

products do not necessarily reflect an assessment from any specific department.

I
OFA Fiscal Note

State Impact:

Agency Affected Fund-Effect FY24$ FY25$
Department of Transportation TF - Cost 1.55 million 3 million
Treasurer, Debt Serv. GF&TF - Savings Potential Potential

Note: GF&TF=General Fund & Transportation Fund
Municipal Impact:
Municipalities Effect FY24$ FY25$
Norwalk; Westport; Wilton Savings 620,000 1.28 million
Various Municipalities Revenue Potential Potential
Loss/ Gain
Various Municipalities Cost Potential Potential

Explanation

Section 1 could result in a decreased or slower use of previously-
authorized bond funds for various bond-funded competitive grants
programs administered by DOT or OPM. Future debt service costs may
be incurred later or to a lesser extent under the section to the degree that
it causes authorized bond funds to not be expended or to be expended

more slowly than they otherwise would have been.

To the extent municipalities are ineligible for transportation-related
competitive grants because of the provisions of the bill, the ineligible
municipalities would potentially receive less revenue from the state
than they otherwise would. If competitive awards are shifted from
the eligible

municipalities would potentially receive more revenue from the state

ineligible municipalities to eligible municipalities,

than they otherwise would.
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There may also be a potential cost to municipalities to remedy a
violation of the Office of the State Traffic Administration orders or

regulations.

Section 6 requires the University of Connecticut's Connecticut
Training and Technical Assistance Center to conduct mandatory
training for traffic authorities. The center currently provides such
training to municipalities at a cost of $100 per participant and this
section results in a cost for traffic authorities to the extent that they are

not currently participating in this program.

Sections 8 and 9 add requirements for DOT regarding the
Connecticut Public Transportation Council (currently the Connecticut
Commuter Rail Council). Specifically, these sections require DOT to
maintain records of requests received by the council, provide monthly
on-time performance and ridership reports, and make quarterly
presentations at council meetings. This is not expected to result in
additional costs to DOT because the department already tracks the
relevant data and regularly attends and presents at current Connecticut

Commuter Rail Council meetings.

Section 14 dissolves the Norwalk Transit District (NTD) on January
1, 2024, and transfers all NTD funds, property, debt, and obligations to
DOT, and requires DOT to continue to provide comparable transit
services. Under current agreements, NTD is more than 90% subsidized
by DOT, with the remaining subsidy primarily coming from local
contributions. In FY 22, these contributions totaled $945,493 and
included $629,414 from Norwalk, $308,952 from Westport, and $7,127
from Wilton. This section is expected to result in a savings to those

municipalities and a cost to DOT of a greater amount.

Under current projections, the municipal contributions to NTD are
anticipated to be $1.24 million in FY 24 and $1.28 million in FY 25,
resulting in municipal savings under the bill of $620,000 in FY 24 (half-
year savings) and $1.28 million in FY 25. The cost to DOT is anticipated
to be $1.35 million in FY 24 (half-year costs) and $2.8 million in FY 25.
These amounts assume DOT provides the former local contributions
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and incurs additional costs associated with managing the services.
These additional costs reflect conforming the services provided by NTD
to DOT's existing state-owned services (i.e., CTtransit) which include,
for example, higher driver wages and contractual management services
over operations, as DOT does not have existing expertise in this area.
Funding for capital projects is not expected to change as NTD's capital
program is currently funded with a mix of federal and state dollars.

Section 15 requires DOT to paint and maintain "route shield
pavement markers" at the intersections of I-91/1-95 in New Haven and
[-91/1-84 in Hartford. The cost for installing a single route shield is
estimated at $10,000, inclusive of the materials, equipment, and labor
associated with installation and related lane closures. These markings
are expected to need replacement every two years. While the full cost of
this section is unknown pending a determination by DOT on the
number of locations (lanes) where route shields would be required, it is
expected to be less than $200,000 annually. This assumes that DOT
phases installation of route shield markings over a two-year period and

these markings are replaced on a two-year cycle.

The Out Years

The annualized ongoing fiscal impact identified above would
continue into the future subject to inflation, the number of route shield

markings installed and replaced, and the terms of any bonds issued.
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OLR Bill Analysis
sSB 904

AN ACT CONCERNING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE OFFICE
OF THE STATE TRAFFIC ADMINISTRATION AND THE
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, THE DISSOLUTION OF THE
NORWALK TRANSIT DISTRICT AND ROUTE SHIELD PAVEMENT
MARKINGS.

TABLE OF CONTENTS:
SUMMARY

88 1-6 — OSTA-RELATED LAWS AND REGULATIONS
Makes municipalities that do not comply with OSTA orders or
regulations, after a warning, ineligible for certain competitive grants;
requires local traffic authorities to attend annual training; makes other
minor changes to OSTA laws on traffic signals and major traffic
generator certificates

§ 7 — LIMITED ACCESS HIGHWAY SPEED LIMITS
Give OSTA discretion in setting speed limits on limited-access
highways by eliminating the requirement that the speed limit be 65
mph on suitable multi-lane, limited access highways; instead allows
the office to set speed limits up to 65 mph

88 8-10 — CONNECTICUT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION
Renames the Commuter Rail Council as the Connecticut Public
Transportation Council and modifies its composition and charge to
include bus user representation

§11 — SHORE LINE EAST RAIL LINE STUDY
Extends deadline for Shore Line East study to December 1, 2023

8812 & 13 — OVERSIGHT OF LIVERY VEHICLES
Allows livery permittees to apply for two additional vehicles
annually through an expedited process under certain conditions and
makes other changes to livery permit statutes

§ 14 — NORWALK TRANSIT DISTRICT DISSOLUTION
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Dissolves, and transfers to DOT, the Norwalk Transit District’s
property, liabilities, and responsibilities on January 1, 2024

§ 15 — INTERSTATE PAVEMENT MARKINGS
Requires DOT to install and maintain pavement markings at certain
major limited access highway intersections

SUMMARY

Among its other changes, this bill (1) strengthens enforcement of
Office of the State Traffic Administration (OSTA) laws, including
making noncompliant municipalities ineligible for certain competitive
grants and requiring training for local traffic authorities; (2) modifies the
composition and charge of the Connecticut Commuter Rail Council to
include bus user representation (§§ 8-10); (3) modifies livery service
laws, including expanding the Department of Transportation’s (DOT)
enforcement options to include ordering corrective actions (§§ 12 & 13);
and (4) dissolves the Norwalk Transit District and transfers its property,
liabilities, and responsibilities to DOT (§ 14).

It also makes various minor, technical, and conforming changes.
EFFECTIVE DATE: October 1, 2023, unless otherwise noted below.

88 1-6 — OSTA-RELATED LAWS AND REGULATIONS

Makes municipalities that do not comply with OSTA orders or regulations, after a
warning, ineligible for certain competitive grants; requires local traffic authorities to
attend annual training; makes other minor changes to OSTA laws on traffic signals and
major traffic generator certificates

Compliance With OSTA Orders and Regulations (§ 1)

The bill requires OSTA to give written notice to a city, town, or
borough that fails to comply with one of its issued orders or regulations.
The notice must specify the compliance deadline, taking into
consideration the availability of, or the need for installing or purchasing,
any equipment. Under the bill, failure to comply by the deadline makes
a city, town, or borough ineligible to apply for any competitive grant
program administered by DOT or the Office of Policy and Management,
including the small-town economic assistance program (STEAP), to
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fund a transportation-related project.

Traffic Control Signals and Pedestrian Control Signals (88 2 & 3)

By law, OSTA approval is required before a town, city, or borough
may install a traffic control signal light. The bill expands this authority
to also require OSTA approval before a signal light is revised.

It also explicitly permits the use of symbols (i.e., of a walking person
to represent “Walk” and an upraised hand to represent “Don’t Walk”),
rather than only words as under current law, on pedestrian control
signals. This conforms to the Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices (MUTCD).

Major Traffic Generator Certificates (88 4 & 5)

By law, entities building, expanding, or establishing a major traffic-
generating development (i.e., having at least 100,000 square feet of floor
area or at least 200 parking spaces) must get an OSTA certificate, and local
building officials may not issue a building permit to them until they show
their certificate. The bill additionally prohibits local building officials
from issuing a certificate of occupancy for these developments until
conditions of the OSTA certificate have been met. By law, OSTA has the
authority to order entities who have not met conditions listed in the
certificate to stop development and may bring action in court if the

conditions are not met.

It also makes a conforming change to require that all entities who
must apply for a certificate attend a meeting with OSTA and DOT before

applying (8§ 5).

Local Traffic Authority Training (8 6)

The bill requires UConn’s Connecticut Training and Technical
Assistance Center to do mandatory training for traffic authorities at least
three times per year. The training must cover the authorities’ powers
and responsibilities, traffic control device installation, and applicable
statutes and OSTA regulations. By January 1, 2024, and annually
afterwards, each traffic authority or its appointed representative must
complete the training. The bill requires the center to maintain records of
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training completion for each traffic authority.
EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon passage

§ 7 — LIMITED ACCESS HIGHWAY SPEED LIMITS

Give OSTA discretion in setting speed limits on limited-access highways by eliminating
the requirement that the speed limit be 65 mph on suitable multi-lane, limited access
highways; instead allows the office to set speed limits up to 65 mph

The bill gives OSTA more discretion in setting speed limits on limited
access highways. Current law requires OSTA to establish a 65 mph
speed limit on any multi-lane, limited access highways that are suitable
for this speed limit, taking into consideration factors including design,
population area, and traffic flow. The bill instead requires the office to
set speed limits that are suitable for each of these highways, up to 65
mph, taking into account the same relevant factors (§ 7).

88 8-10 — CONNECTICUT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Renames the Commuter Rail Council as the Connecticut Public Transportation Council
and modifies its composition and charge to include bus user representation

Organization (88 8 & 9)

Under current law, the Commuter Rail Council consists mostly of
commuters, appointed with the advice and consent of the General
Assembly, who regularly use the New Haven commuter rail line,
Shoreline East rail line, or a proposed new rail line commencing
operation after July 1, 2013 (i.e., the Hartford line).

Under the bill, the council is renamed the Connecticut Public
Transportation Council, with the same number of members, all of whom
must be residents who regularly use the New Haven, Shoreline East, or
Hartford rail lines or state-funded public bus transportation. Additional
specific qualifications based on appointing authority are outlined in the
table below.

Table: Council Membership Under Current Law vs. The Bill

Appointing Specific Qualifications Specific Qualifications
Authority Under Current Law Under the Bill
Senate president General qualification Resident who regularly uses
pro tempore state-funded public bus services
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Appointing
Authority

Specific Qualifications
Under Current Law

Specific Qualifications
Under the Bill

General qualification

Resident who regularly uses the
New Haven rail line

General qualification

General qualification

House speaker

General qualification

Resident who regularly uses
state-funded public bus services

General qualification

Resident who regularly uses the
Hartford rail line

General qualification

General qualification

Senate minority
leader

General qualification

General qualification

House minority
leader

General qualification

General qualification

Governor General qualification General qualification
General qualification General qualification
Chief elected official of a General qualification
municipality located on an
operating or proposed new
rail line
General qualification General qualification
Transportation Resident of a municipality in Resident who regularly uses

Committee co-chair

which the DOT commissioner
has proposed a new rail line or
a rail line that has commenced
operation after July 1, 2013

state-funded public bus services

Transportation
Committee co-chair

Resident of a municipality in
which a station for the
Shoreline East railroad line is
located

Resident who regularly uses the
Shore Line East rail line

Transportation
Committee ranking
members

Resident of a municipality
served by the Danbury or
Waterbury branches of the
New Haven commuter railroad
line

Resident who regularly uses
state-funded public bus services

The bill requires all initial appointments to the new council to be
made by August 1, 2023, for four-year terms, except that all existing rail
council members who were appointed prior to July 1, 2023, and whose
term is unexpired on that date, are deemed appointed to the new council
until their term expires or a vacancy occurs, whichever occurs first. It
eliminates current law’s requirement that council appointments be

approved by the General Assembly. The council chairperson must
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notify the relevant appointing authority within 10 days after a vacancy

occurs on the new council or a member resigns.

Under current law, the rail council is charged with studying and
investigating all aspects of state commuter rail lines” daily operation,
monitoring their performance, and recommending changes to improve
the efficiency and quality of service of their operation. To enable it to
carry out these duties, the council may request and receive assistance
and data from any state department, division, board, bureau,
commission, agency, or public authority or any political subdivision.
The council must work with DOT to advocate for commuter line

customers and make recommendations for the lines” improvement.

Under the bill, the public transportation council is charged with
studying and investigating all aspects of the daily operation of the
commuter railroad systems and public bus services funded by the state,
monitoring their performance, and recommending changes to improve
their services’ efficiency, equity, and quality. To enable it to carry out
these duties, the new council may request and receive assistance and
data, if available, from any state department, division, board, bureau,
commission, agency, public authority, or any political subdivision. The
council must serve as an advocate for customers of all commuter
railroad systems and public bus transportation services funded by the

state.

The bill adds specific information and assistance that DOT must give
the new council. The bill requires DOT to (1) submit monthly reports
with information and data about the commuter rail systems” and state-
funded public bus services’ on-time performance by station and
passenger ridership and (2) make quarterly presentations on these
reports at council meetings and respond to reasonable council inquiries
made in advance of any council meeting. DOT must also maintain
records, and denote the status, of each request for information and data
it receives from the council.

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2023
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Reporting Deadline (8§ 10)

By February 1, 2024, the Public Transportation Council must submit
a report on the council's organizational structure and any
recommendations to improve or modify its structure and mission to the
Transportation Committee. In addition to current law’s requirements to
annually report on its findings and recommendations to various
authorities (e.g., the governor, DOT, and the legislature), the bill also
requires the new council to annually present its findings and

recommendations to the Transportation Committee.
EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon passage

§ 11 — SHORE LINE EAST RAIL LINE STUDY
Extends deadline for Shore Line East study to December 1, 2023

The bill extends the deadline, from January 1, 2023, to December 1,
2023, for the DOT commissioner to submit the results of a study on the
feasibility of various Shore Line East rail line initiatives to the
Transportation Committee. By law, unchanged by the bill, he must

study the feasibility of:
1. extending the rail line to Rhode Island,

2. establishing a new passenger rail service from New London to

Norwich,

3. establishing a new train station in Groton and Stonington
borough, and

4. extending ground transportation systems in the eastern region

and providing interconnection between them and rail lines.
EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon passage

88 12 & 13 — OVERSIGHT OF LIVERY VEHICLES

Allows livery permittees to apply for two additional vehicles annually through an
expedited process under certain conditions and makes other changes to livery permit
statutes

Under current law, DOT must, within 30 calendar days of receiving
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an application, issue an in-state livery service permit holder of at least
one year up to two additional vehicle permits each year, without a
hearing or written notice to other parties affected by the application.
DOT must do so as long as all of the applicant’s existing permits are
registered and in use and there are no outstanding violations or matters
pending adjudication against him or her. The bill allows a permittee to
submit a second expedited permit application for up to two additional
vehicles under the same terms. It clarifies that DOT must issue the
amended permit within 30 days of receiving an application and fee

payment.

The bill eliminates the requirement that owners or operators display
their livery permits in their vehicles. Under existing law, livery vehicles
generally must display their assigned livery registration while
operating in livery service (CGS § 13b-106).

By law, DOT may make reasonable regulations and impose civil
penalties for violations of them or the laws on livery vehicles with
respect to fares, service, operation, and equipment. The bill expands this
authority to include a livery’s management and staffing. In addition to
civil penalties, the bill authorizes DOT to order corrective actions as it

deems necessary, including attendance at a driver retraining program.

§ 14 — NORWALK TRANSIT DISTRICT DISSOLUTION

Dissolves, and transfers to DOT, the Norwalk Transit District’s property, liabilities, and
responsibilities on January 1, 2024

On January 1, 2024, the bill dissolves the Norwalk Transit District and
transfers all of its funds and property to DOT, including all liability for,
and payment of, its debts and obligations. DOT must provide transit
services to the areas previously served by the district.

The bill does this notwithstanding statutory provisions (1)
authorizing one or more municipalities to form a transit district, which
assumes the same regulatory and supervisory functions over transit
systems in its district that DOT would exercise (CGS § 7-273b) and (2)
requiring that any special legislation on the powers, organization, or
form of local government be requested by the affected municipalities
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(CGS § 2-14). Under this law, it appears that each impacted municipality
must request the special legislation and its town clerk must file a
certified copy of the resolution or the petition with the secretary of the
state at least 10 days before the start of the legislative session.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon passage

§ 15 — INTERSTATE PAVEMENT MARKINGS

Requires DOT to install and maintain pavement markings at certain major limited access
highway intersections

Under the bill, DOT must paint and maintain route shield pavement
markings to guide drivers through the interchanges, in accordance with
the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), at the
intersections of (1) I-95 and I-91 in New Haven and (2) [-91 and 1-84 in
Hartford.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon passage

COMMITTEE ACTION

Transportation Committee

Joint Favorable Substitute
Yea 23 Nay 13 (03/17/2023)
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