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Co-chairs Osten and Walker, Vice Chairs Hartley, Exum, and Paris, Ranking Members Berthel and
Nuccio, and Honorable Members of the Appropriations Committee, My name is Hon. Pete T. Govert and
I am a resident of East Haddam and I write to comment on the Governor's Budget proposal for FY 2024-
25, in particular the recommendations that impact our State Parks.

I support the budget proposal and am grateful for the addition of one critical staff-person to support State
Parks, but I strongly suggest that this is not nearly enough given the record attendance at our State Parks
and the condition of our forests. For example, I have been hiking in Nehantic State Forest these past
weeks and have been overwhelmed by the number of dead and dying trees in our woods. After the
wooly adelgid knocked down most of our hemlocks a few years ago, a succession of other stressors have
hiked through our woods. The emerald ash borer has decimated our ash trees, the gypsy moths severely
weakened our oaks, and now our beeches are under attack from both a fungus and a nematode. In
addition to creating downed hazards on the trails, the overhangs in the upper stories create many
"Swords of Damocles" situations. Our weakened woods, coupled with increased park attendance, cries
out for more park staff.

I appreciate that our state government has been mindful of the number of state employees and has
decreased this number over the years. In the mid-1980's we had about 200 FT workers caring for our
parks, now we have 83. I think the pendulum swung too far to the right and needs a nudge to the left to
bring it to a more sensible, and needed, middle position.

Please hire more committed State Park employees to steward our woods and keep the public safe.

Thank you for reading this.

Hon Peter T Govert



