RE: HB 6659 - “AN ACT CONCERNING THE STATE BUDGET FOR THE BIENNIUM
ENDING JUNE 30, 2025, AND MAKING APPROPRIATIONS THEREFOR.”

To: Co-Chairs Osten and Walker; Vice-Chairs Hartley, Exum, and Paris; Ranking Members
Berthel and Nuccio, and Honorable Members of the Appropriations Committee.

My name is Tanya Bourgoin, and I am the President of the Friends of Machimoodus and Sunrise
State Parks.

Regarding the Governor’s Budget proposal for FY 2024-25, The Friends of Machimoodus and
Sunrise State Parks support the recommendations that impact our State Parks in general but we
are concerned that it doesn’t fully address the severe staffing issues facing our parks.

While we appreciate the addition of one critical staff person to support all of Connecticut’s 194
State Parks, this isn’t nearly enough of an increase for a number of reasons:

1)  State Parks are experiencing an unprecedented increase in attendance - 17.4 million people
visited CT State Parks in 2021.

2)  Staffing levels for the park system are now at lows not seen in decades. In fact, the current
park system staffing level is the lowest it has been since the 1930s - almost 100 years ago!

3)  The lack of full time park employees (FTEs) has created an over-reliance on seasonal
workers and has negatively impacted the vital work of these essential park crews.

Some quick reference facts -

In 1982, the park system had 204 FTEs and 6 million visitors - one FTE per 29,000 visitors.

In 2022, the park system had 83 FTEs and 13 million visitors - one FTE per 156,626 visitors.

The FTE park staff not only handles more than five times as many visitors per year per person as
they did 40 years ago, the park system itself has grown in size to include more acreage. In terms
of ratios, today’s FTEs are now responsible for over 3,000 acres per individual. This puts our
parks, our park staff and our park visitors at ever increasing risks of liability. Without fully
staffed full time park crews, each park employee is being asked to do more with fewer resources,
while still ensuring the safety of the parks and park amenities, the park go-ers and their fellow
staff members.

Connecticut’s State Park and Forest Recreation system is quintessential to our state’s $3.9 billion
outdoor recreation economy ( 2021 direct revenue generation ) and supports over 44,000 private
sector jobs. With so many economic, environmental and health benefits derived directly from
park usage, it seems illogical and short-sighted not to fully support an entity which provides
immeasurable and invaluable assets to our state, its citizens and visitors.

Respectfully,

Tanya Bourgoin, Friends of Machimoodus and Sunrise State Parks



