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AN ACT CONCERNING THE MINIMUM AGE TO BE ELIGIBLE TO 
MARRY. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Assembly convened: 
 

Section 1. Section 46b-20a of the general statutes is repealed and the 

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2023): 

[(a)] A person is eligible to marry if such person is: 

(1) Not a party to another marriage, or a relationship that provides 

substantially the same rights, benefits and responsibilities as a marriage, 

entered into in this state or another state or jurisdiction, unless the 

parties to the marriage will be the same as the parties to such other 

relationship; 

(2) [Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, at] At least 

eighteen years of age; 

(3) Except as provided in section 46b-29, not under the supervision or 

control of a conservator; and 

(4) Not prohibited from entering into a marriage pursuant to section 

46b-21. 

[(b) A license may be issued to a minor who is at least sixteen years 
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of age but under eighteen years of age with the approval of the Probate 

Court as provided in this subsection. A parent or guardian of a minor 

may, on behalf of the minor, petition the Probate Court for the district 

in which the minor resides seeking approval for the issuance of a license 

to such minor. The court shall schedule a hearing on the petition and 

give notice to the minor, the minor's parents or guardians and to the 

other party to the intended marriage. The minor and the petitioning 

parent or guardian shall be present at such hearing. The court may, in 

its discretion, require the other party to the intended marriage to be 

present at such hearing. After a hearing on the petition, the court may 

approve the issuance of a license to the minor if the court finds that: (1) 

The petitioning parent or guardian consents to the marriage; (2) the 

minor consents to the marriage and such consent is based upon an 

understanding of the nature and consequences of marriage; (3) the 

minor has sufficient capacity to make such a decision; (4) the minor's 

decision to marry is made voluntarily and free from coercion; and (5) 

the marriage would not be detrimental to the minor.] 

Sec. 2. Subsection (a) of section 45a-8a of the general statutes is 

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 

2023): 

(a) For the purposes of this section, "children's matters" means: (1) 

Guardianship matters under sections 45a-603 to 45a-625, inclusive; (2) 

termination of parental rights matters under sections 45a-706 to 45a-719, 

inclusive; (3) adoption matters under sections 45a-724 to 45a-733, 

inclusive, and sections 45a-736 and 45a-737; (4) claims for parentage 

under section 46b-571 and section 46b-454, and parentage orders under 

sections 46b-517, 46b-531 and 46b-535; (5) emancipation of minor 

matters under sections 46b-150 to 46b-150e, inclusive; (6) voluntary 

admission matters under section 17a-11; [(7) issuance of marriage 

licenses to a minor who is sixteen or seventeen years of age under 

section 46b-20a; and (8)] and (7) validation of surrogacy agreements 
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under sections 46b-533 and 46b-536. 

Sec. 3. Section 46b-150d of the general statutes is repealed and the 

following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2023): 

An order that a minor is emancipated shall have the following effects: 

(1) The minor may consent to medical, dental or psychiatric care, 

without parental consent, knowledge or liability; (2) the minor may 

enter into a binding contract; (3) the minor may sue and be sued in such 

minor's own name; (4) the minor shall be entitled to such minor's own 

earnings and shall be free of control by such minor's parents or 

guardian; (5) the minor may establish such minor's own residence; (6) 

the minor may buy and sell real and personal property; (7) the minor 

may not thereafter be the subject of (A) a petition under section 46b-129 

as an abused, neglected or uncared for child or youth, (B) a petition 

under section 46b-128 or 46b-133 as a delinquent child for any act 

committed before the date of the order, or (C) a petition under section 

46b-149 alleging that the minor is a child from a family with service 

needs; (8) the minor may enroll in any school or college, without 

parental consent; (9) the minor shall be deemed to be over eighteen years 

of age for purposes of securing an operator's license under section 14-

36; [and a marriage license under section 46b-20a;] (10) the minor shall 

be deemed to be over eighteen years of age for purposes of registering a 

motor vehicle under section 14-12; (11) the parents of the minor shall no 

longer be the guardians of the minor under section 45a-606; (12) the 

parents of a minor shall be relieved of any obligations respecting such 

minor's school attendance under section 10-184; (13) the parents shall be 

relieved of all obligation to support the minor; (14) the minor shall be 

emancipated for the purposes of parental liability for such minor's acts 

under section 52-572; (15) the minor may execute releases in such 

minor's own name; (16) the minor may enlist in the armed forces of the 

United States without parental consent; and (17) the minor may access 

or obtain a certified copy of a birth certificate under section 7-51.  
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Approved June 23, 2023 


