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AN ACT ESTABLISHING AN ENERGY EFFICIENCY RETROFIT
GRANT PROGRAM FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
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Section 1. (NEW) (Effective from passage) (a) Not later than September
1, 2021, the Department of Housing shall establish an energy efficiency
retrofit grant program. Such program shall award grants to fund the
installation of energy efficient upgrades to affordable housing, as
defined in section 8-39a of the general statutes, including, but not
limited to, property of a housing authority, as defined in section 8-39 of
the general statutes. Such upgrades shall include, but not be limited to,
the installation of rooftop solar photovoltaic panels, heat pumps and
balanced ventilation and other devices to mitigate gas leaks, mold,
vermiculite and asbestos.
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(b) The Department of Housing shall develop standards for the
energy efficiency retrofit grant program. The department may consult
with other state agencies and quasi-public agencies, and shall consider
the energy performance standards developed pursuant to section 16a38 of the general statutes, in establishing the standards for the grant
program. The department may coordinate with other state agencies to
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implement the grant program in conjunction with other existing state
programs that have the purpose of installing or otherwise assisting state
residents to obtain energy efficient upgrades.
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(c) A grant applicant shall submit an application to the Commissioner
of Housing on forms prescribed by the commissioner, which shall
include, but not be limited to: (1) A description of the proposed project;
(2) an explanation of the expected benefits of the project in relation to
the purposes of this section; (3) information concerning the financial and
technical capacity of the applicant to undertake the proposed project; (4)
a project budget; and (5) any other information deemed necessary by the
commissioner. The commissioner shall prioritize grants to applicants
who (A) use the services of certified home energy auditors and local
contractors with project labor agreements who pay the prevailing wage
and who make good faith efforts to hire, or cause to be hired, available
and qualified minority business enterprises, as defined in section 4a-60g
of the general statutes, and (B) upgrade affordable housing for families
with a cumulative annual income of not more than fifty thousand
dollars.
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(d) The energy efficiency retrofit grant program shall be funded by
the fee collected pursuant to section 29-263 of the general statutes, as
amended by this act, and shall provide grants with the goal of
completing energy efficient retrofits in five per cent of affordable
housing units in 2021, five per cent of affordable housing units in 2022,
five per cent of affordable housing units in 2023, ten per cent of
affordable housing units in 2024 and ten per cent of affordable housing
units in 2025.
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(e) Not later than January 1, 2022, and annually thereafter, the
Commissioner of Housing shall submit a report, in accordance with the
provisions of section 11-4a of the general statutes, to the joint standing
committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters
relating to housing. Such report shall include data relating to progress
made in attaining the goals of the program.
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Sec. 2. Section 29-263 of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):
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(a) Except as provided in subsection (h) of section 29-252a and the
State Building Code adopted pursuant to subsection (a) of section 29252, after October 1, 1970, no building or structure shall be constructed
or altered until an application has been filed with the building official
and a permit issued. Such permit shall be issued or refused, in whole or
in part, within thirty days after the date of an application. No permit
shall be issued except upon application of the owner of the premises
affected or the owner's authorized agent. No permit shall be issued to a
contractor who is required to be registered pursuant to chapter 400, for
work to be performed by such contractor, unless the name, business
address and Department of Consumer Protection registration number
of such contractor is clearly marked on the application for the permit,
and the contractor has presented such contractor's certificate of
registration as a home improvement contractor. Prior to the issuance of
a permit and within said thirty-day period, the building official shall
review the plans of buildings or structures to be constructed or altered,
including, but not limited to, plans prepared by an architect licensed
pursuant to chapter 390, a professional engineer licensed pursuant to
chapter 391 or an interior designer registered pursuant to chapter 396a
acting within the scope of such license or registration, to determine their
compliance with the requirements of the State Building Code and,
where applicable, the local fire marshal shall review such plans to
determine their compliance with the Fire Safety Code. Such plans
submitted for review shall be in substantial compliance with the
provisions of the State Building Code and, where applicable, with the
provisions of the Fire Safety Code.
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(b) On and after July 1, 1999, the building official shall assess an
education fee on each building permit application. During the fiscal year
commencing July 1, 1999, the amount of such fee shall be sixteen cents
per one thousand dollars of construction value as declared on the
building permit application and the building official shall remit such
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fees quarterly to the Department of Administrative Services, for deposit
in the General Fund. Upon deposit in the General Fund, the amount of
such fees shall be credited to the appropriation to the Department of
Administrative Services and shall be used for the code training and
educational programs established pursuant to section 29-251c and the
educational programs required in subsections (a) and (b) of section 29262. On and after July 1, 2000, the assessment shall be made in
accordance with regulations adopted pursuant to subsection (d) of
section 29-251c. All fees collected pursuant to this subsection shall be
maintained in a separate account by the local building department.
During the fiscal year commencing July 1, 1999, the local building
department may retain two per cent of such fees for administrative costs
incurred in collecting such fees and maintaining such account. On and
after July 1, 2000, the portion of such fees which may be retained by a
local building department shall be determined in accordance with
regulations adopted pursuant to subsection (d) of section 29-251c. No
building official shall assess such education fee on a building permit
application to repair or replace a concrete foundation that has
deteriorated due to the presence of pyrrhotite.
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(c) On and after July 1, 2021, the building official shall assess an
additional fee on each building permit application of five dollars. The
building official shall remit such fees quarterly to the Department of
Administrative Services, for deposit in the General Fund. Upon deposit
in the General Fund, the amount of such fees shall be credited to the
appropriation to the Department of Housing and shall be used to fund
the energy efficiency retrofit grant program established under section 1
of this act. All fees collected pursuant to this subsection shall be
maintained in a separate account by the local building department.
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[(c)] (d) Any municipality may, by ordinance adopted by its
legislative body, exempt Class I renewable energy source projects from
payment of building permit fees imposed by the municipality.
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[(d)] (e) Notwithstanding any municipal charter, home rule
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ordinance or special act, no municipality shall collect an application fee
on a building permit application to repair or replace a concrete
foundation that has deteriorated due to the presence of pyrrhotite.
This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:
Section 1
Sec. 2

from passage
from passage

New section
29-263

Statement of Purpose:
To require the Department of Housing to establish a housing energy
efficiency retrofit program.
[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline, except
that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is not
underlined.]

Co-Sponsors:

SEN. LOPES, 6th Dist.

S.B. 356
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