General Assembly
January Session, 2021

Raised Bill No. 6569
LCO No. 3410

Referred to Committee on TRANSPORTATION
Introduced by:
(TRA)

AN ACT CONCERNING MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
1
2

Section 1. Section 14 of public act 19-119 is repealed and the following
is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):
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(a) There is established a task force to study compliance with motor
vehicle registration laws and make recommendations to prevent
Connecticut residents from registering motor vehicles in another state
while residing in Connecticut.
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(b) The task force shall consist of the following members:

8
9
10
11
12

(1) Two appointed by the [speaker of the House of Representatives]
House chairperson of the joint standing committee of the General
Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to transportation, one
of whom is a member of an association that represents municipal tax
assessors;
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(2) Two appointed by the [president pro tempore of the] Senate
chairperson of the joint standing committee of the General Assembly
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having cognizance of matters relating to transportation, one of whom is
a municipal police chief;
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(3) One appointed by the [majority leader of the House of
Representatives] House vice-chairperson of the joint standing
committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters
relating to transportation, who is a municipal tax assessor that serves a
municipality with seventy-five thousand residents or more;
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(4) One appointed by the [majority leader of the] Senate vicechairperson of the joint standing committee of the General Assembly
having cognizance of matters relating to transportation, who is a
member of a municipal police department that serves a municipality
with seventy-five thousand residents or more;
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(5) One appointed by the [minority leader of the House of
Representatives] House ranking member of the joint standing
committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters
relating to transportation, who is a member of a municipal police
department that serves a municipality with less than seventy-five
thousand residents;
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(6) One appointed by the [minority leader of the] Senate ranking
member of the joint standing committee of the General Assembly
having cognizance of matters relating to transportation, who is a
municipal tax assessor that serves a municipality with less than seventyfive thousand residents;
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(7) The Commissioner of Motor Vehicles, or the commissioner's
designee;
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(8) The Commissioner of Emergency Services and Public Protection,
or the commissioner's designee; and
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(9) Two persons appointed by the Governor.
(c) Any member of the task force appointed under subdivision (1),
(2), (3), (4), (5) or (6) of subsection (b) of this section may be a member
LCO No. 3410

2 of 6

Raised Bill No.

6569

45

of the General Assembly.
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(d) All appointments to the task force shall be made not later than
[thirty days after the effective date of this section] September 1, 2021.
Any vacancy shall be filled by the appointing authority.
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(e) The [speaker of the House of Representatives and the president
pro tempore of the Senate] chairpersons of the joint standing committee
of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to
transportation shall select the chairpersons of the task force from among
the members of the task force. Such chairpersons shall schedule the first
meeting of the task force, which shall be held not later [than sixty days
after the effective date of this section] October 1, 2021.
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(f) The administrative staff of the joint standing committee of the
General Assembly having cognizance of matters relating to
transportation shall serve as administrative staff of the task force.
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(g) Not later than January 1, [2020] 2022, the task force shall submit a
report on its findings and recommendations to the joint standing
committee of the General Assembly having cognizance of matters
relating to transportation, in accordance with the provisions of section
11-4a of the general statutes. The task force shall terminate on the date
that it submits such report or January 1, [2020] 2022, whichever is later.
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Sec. 2. Subsections (a) and (b) of section 14-12 of the general statutes
are repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective
October 1, 2021):
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(a) No motor vehicle shall be operated, towed or parked on any
highway, except as otherwise expressly provided, unless it is registered
with the commissioner, provided any motor vehicle may be towed for
repairs or necessary work if it bears the [markers] number plate of a
licensed and registered dealer, manufacturer or repairer and provided
any motor vehicle which is validly registered in another state may, for a
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period of [sixty] thirty days following establishment by the owner of
residence in this state, be operated on any highway without first being
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registered with the commissioner. Except as otherwise provided in this
subsection, (1) a person commits an infraction if such person (A)
registers a motor vehicle he or she does not own, or (B) operates, allows
the operation of, parks or allows the parking of an unregistered motor
vehicle on any highway, [or] (2) a resident of this state who fails to make
an appointment with the commissioner to register a motor vehicle such
resident owns with number plates issued by another state and carry
proof of such appointment at all times during the operation of such
motor vehicle shall be fined (A) fifty dollars if such failure occurs more
than thirty days, but less than sixty days, after establishing residency in
this state, and (B) two hundred fifty dollars if such failure occurs sixty
days or more, but less than ninety days, after establishing residency in
this state, or (3) a resident of this state who operates or parks a motor
vehicle such resident owns with [marker] number plates issued by
another state on any highway ninety days or more after establishing
residency in this state shall be fined one thousand dollars and such
vehicle may be towed or otherwise removed at the direction of a law
enforcement officer. If the owner of a motor vehicle previously
registered with the commissioner, the registration of which expired not
more than thirty days previously, operates, allows the operation of,
parks or allows that parking of such a motor vehicle, such owner shall
be fined the amount designated for the infraction of failure to renew a
registration, but the right to retain his or her operator's license shall not
be affected. No operator other than the owner shall be subject to penalty
for the operation or parking of such a previously registered motor
vehicle. As used in this subsection, the term "unregistered motor
vehicle" includes any vehicle that is not eligible for registration by the
commissioner due to the absence of necessary equipment or other
characteristics of the vehicle that make it unsuitable for highway
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operation, unless the operation of such vehicle is expressly permitted by
another provision of this chapter or chapter 248.
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(b) To obtain a motor vehicle registration, except as provided in
subsection (c) of this section, the owner shall [file in the office of] submit
to the commissioner an application signed by [him] such owner and
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containing such information and proof of ownership as the
commissioner may require. The application shall be made [on blanks
furnished by the commissioner. The blanks shall be] in such form and
contain such provisions and information as the commissioner may
determine.
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Sec. 3. Subsection (b) of section 51-56a of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective October
1, 2021):
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(b) (1) The state shall remit to the municipalities in which the
violations occurred all amounts received in respect to the violation of
[subdivision] subdivisions (2) and (3) of subsection (a) of section 14-12,
as amended by this act, sections 14-251, 14-252, 14-253a and 14-305 to
14-308, inclusive, or any regulation adopted thereunder or ordinance
enacted in accordance therewith, and (2) in the case of the municipalities
ranked one to eight, inclusive, when all municipalities are ranked from
highest to lowest in population, based on the most recent federal
decennial census, the state shall remit to the municipality in which the
violations occurred fifty per cent of the fine amounts received in respect
to the violation of section 14-250b, or any ordinance enacted in
accordance therewith. Each clerk of the Superior Court or the Chief
Court Administrator, or any other official of the Superior Court
designated by the Chief Court Administrator, shall, on or before the
thirtieth day of January, April, July and October in each year, certify to
the Comptroller the amount due for the previous quarter under this
subsection to each municipality served by the office of the clerk or
official, provided prior to the institution of court proceedings, a city,
town or borough shall have the authority to collect and retain all
proceeds from parking violations committed within the jurisdiction of
such city, town or borough.
This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:
Section 1
Sec. 2
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Statement of Purpose:
To (1) revise the membership of the task force tasked with studying
compliance with motor vehicle registration laws, and (2) require a
resident of this state to make an appointment with the Commissioner of
Motor Vehicles to register a motor vehicle with number plates issued by
another state within thirty days of establishing residency.
[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline, except
that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is not
underlined.]
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