Testimony for Public Hearing Committee on Public Health February 10, 2021
S.B. 835 AN ACT CONCERNING DECEPTIVE ADVERTISING PRACTICES OF
LIMITED SERVICES PREGNANCY CENTERS.
Senator Abrams, Representative Steinberg, and distinguished members of the Public
Health Committee,
My name is Alexis Sher and I live in West Simsbury. I am also a senior at Wesleyan
University and a volunteer clinic escort at Hartford GYN Center. I’m here to testify in
strong support of S.B. 835 An Act Concerning Deceptive Advertising Practices of
Limited Services Pregnancy Centers.
I’d like to begin by underscoring the sole purpose of this bill: to ensure that Connecticut
residents seeking pregnancy-related care can do so without the barriers of confusion,
deception, or shame. Contrary to what some legislators have expressed, this bill is not
about abortion, the separation of church and state, or crisis pregnancy centers’ religious
beliefs. It is about ensuring that the advertisements CPCs put out in the public sphere
are transparent and honest.
Many of us here today are aware of the Hartford city ordinance that was enacted in
2017. Before explaining the changes I personally witnessed after the ordinance was
passed, I’d like to reiterate that the bill was found to be constitutionally sound and
remains intact. After it was passed, I witnessed multiple Hartford-based CPCs alter
their online advertisements to explicitly state that they do not provide or refer for
abortions. Please see below for two examples of these changes pre- and post- HB
7070:
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Like the Hartford city ordinance, this state-wide bill is about transparency and honesty in
advertising. If a CPC is honoring this practice, then this legislation will not impact them
in the slightest.
Before closing, I’d like to address a final point: the increased threat that CPCs’
deceptive advertising practices pose during a public health crisis like the one we are
currently in. Throughout the pandemic, I have tracked CPCs’ advertisements and social
media presence. Many have continued their operations during the COVID-19
pandemic, which is not the problem. The problem is that in a time already wrought with
misinformation, deceptive or misleading advertising is yet another harmful barrier that
may delay or prevent access to essential healthcare altogether. Please see below for
two examples of advertisements that Connecticut CPCs posted on social media
throughout the pandemic:
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The bottom line is that it is a threat to public health when people are being
deceived, delayed, or blocked from finding time-sensitive reproductive
healthcare. That is why this committee should be doing everything in its power to
take preventive steps now. In conclusion, I strongly support S.B. 835 to limit the
deceptive advertising practices of crisis pregnancy centers in our state. I urge the
committee to move forward with S.B. 835 . Thank you for your time.
Alexis B. Sher
5 Summerwood Road
West Simsbury, CT 06092
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