Dear Honorable Co-Chairs, Vice-Chairs, Ranking Members and Members of the Public Health
Committee,

| am writing to offer my STRONG OPPOSITION to HB6423 AND ANY GRANDFATHERING.

| am the signatory of the Petition to OPPOSE the Virtual Hearing to Remove the Religious
Exemption, with over 15,000 SIGNATURES from CONNECTICUT RESIDENTS that
OPPOSE THIS UNFAIR AND INADEQUATE HEARING. | am also the signatory of the Petition
to OPPOSE SB568 and the Removal of the Religious Exemption, ultimately what ALSO
became HB6423, with over 17,000 SIGNATURES from CONNECTICUT RESIDENTS, this
petition will stay open until these bills go to the Senate.

HB6423 aims to remove all children with a Religious Exemption under 7th grade from

school, however, the School Immunization Survey Data located on the Connecticut Department
of Public Health website confirms the use of the Religious Exemption declined in 2019-2020
in this population of students from 2.5% to 2.3%?. Per the CDC, “for 2019-2020, the national
exemption rate remained low at 2.5%” % and “2.5% is the national average of kindergartners
that have an exemption for at least one vaccine.” > Hence. Connecticut’s exemption use for
the kindergarten entrance checkpoint at 2.3% is BELOW the National LOW average of
2.5%.
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The Kindergarten school by school data is filled with inaccuracies, there 15 SCHOOLS in
HARTFORD with ZERO EXEMPTIONS ON FILE at the KINDERGARTEN ENTRANCE
CHECKPOINT, yet the VACCINATION RATE FALLS BELOW 100%.*

The SANDS school in Hartford has no exemptions on file for the kindergarten entrance
checkpoint, yet only a 60% vaccination rate for the MMR. °

The Burr School in Hartford has no exemption on file for kindergarten entrance checkpoint but
only a 74.1% vaccination rate for the MMR.®

These numbers are atrociously lower than 95%. If your aim is to truly increase vaccination rates,
why isn’t this committee focusing on the children that are non-compliant or the children catching
up on the in-progress schedule? Why isn’t there a data set for children on the catch-up
schedule? These are serious questions that need to be answered by the Department of Public
Health.

I am the lead administrator for the Facebook group CT Residents Against Medical Mandates
with more than 12,000 members. Since creating the group I've met thousands of families that
would be negatively impacted by HB6423 because this type of legislation SEPARATES
FAMILIES. Grandfathering proves that this committee does not have valid concerns about
“protecting the immunocompromised” - how is one unvaccinated child different from the next,
simply because of their age? NO. There is no difference, and dividing families by grandfathering
in ONLY the ones in school is WRONG. If you choose to go ahead with the current language in
HB6423 instead of grandfathering everyone you need to understand many of the families that
use the Religious Exemption have some children above 7th grade and some below 7th grade.
This bill would separate those children. HB6423 would coerce one child to an education at
home while the other was allowed to continue to uphold their family’s beliefs and continue
learning in a public or private school environment. This legislation would also affect me, a
mother that does not want to put her children in daycare but wants to start them in preschool
down the road. Why do my 1 year old sons get excluded from school when their sister gets to
continue? It's irrational and based on inaccurate data.

Choosing a religion is the biggest choice a person can make in this world. The families

that have chosen to use the Religious Exemption have made their choice and if you are not
upholding their decesion, you are NOT PRO-CHOICE and you are DISCRIMINATING BY
IDENTITY. These families that you remove from school with a Religious Exemption will not
simply comply to give up their deeply held beliefs with the religion of their CHOICE. This bill
just forces those families into financial, social and emotional hardships, by coercing them to
homeschool under duress. We MUST allow all people to practice their beliefs without
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segregation and discrimination.

| am speaking to you on behalf of the inaccuracies in the DPH School Immunization Data for
Kindergarten, 7th and All School, using it to remove the Religious Exemption is bearing false
Witness.

Most of all, | speak to you as a mother that has made a choice for her family. One that | hold
very close to the walk that | have in this world with my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. | am not
asking you to share my religious views but how dare certain legislators target my CHOICE and
deem my family a danger to society because of it.

As a biblical Christian | will not just stand by and allow you to cancel my beliefs under the guise
of Public Health when the data shows the very population of children this committee is
attempting to remove from school meets the National average for vaccination rates, even with
the inaccuracies found in the School Immunization Data.

HB6423 is an abomination to our culture, our state and our society.

OPPOSE HB6423 in ANY FORM

Sincerely Signatory of the Petition to Oppose HB6423 & SB568 (with over 17,000 signatures
and climbing),

Katherine Kraemer



