English Below**

Estimados miembros del Comité de Seguros y Bienes Raices de la Asamblea General de
Connecticut.

Mi nombre es Evelyn Majano Montiel, vivo en Bridgeport, Connecticut. Soy miembro del
Colectivo Semilla y apoyo a S.B. 842

Tengo 45 arfios.

Vivo en Bridgeport y soy propietario de una casa. Trabajo como proveedora de cuidado infantil
y gano alrededor de $1200 por mes.

Hace cuatro afios, a mi esposo le diagnosticaron gota. Una mafiana, después de tomar su
medicamento para la gota, se despertd con un dolor extremo y su espalda y cuello
completamente torcidos.

Pas6 de Centro de Salud Comunitario a Centro de Salud Comunitario.

Durante todo esto, no pudo pararse y tuvo que caminar con muletas. Vio a muchos meédicos
especialistas. Como no tenia seguro, mi familia pago de su bolsillo. Ellos iban desde
neurocirujano, urélogo, especialista en espalda, acupuntura y fisioterapia.

Tuve que pagar $3000 por una tomografia computarizada, alrededor de $1000 por andlisis de
sangre, cada visita a los especialistas oscilé entre $200 y $500 por visita.

Finalmente, un neurocirujano diagnosticé a mi esposo con una hernia de disco y ordeno una
cirugia.

Como no teniamos dinero, el hospital nos dijo que teniamos que pagar 50.000 délares de
nuestro bolsillo para la cirugia. Fuimos al banco para obtener un préstamo contra nuestra casa,
pero fue rechazado.

inalmente, el hospital de Bridgeport (con la ayuda de un trabajador social) accedio a realizar la
cirugia, pero nuestra familia pagaria $ 40.000 de su bolsillo en un plan de pago.

En total, mi esposo no trabajé durante un afo y medio. Mi familia pago al hospital tanto como
pudimos, sabiendo que debido a esta gran deuda podrian perder nuestra casa.

Tuve mucha ayuda de familiares y amigos, que nos ayudaron con comida y préstamos para
pagar el cuidado de mi esposo. Le debo a mi amigo $ 3000.



Durante la pandemia, segui trabajando en la guarderia de mi casa. Cuidando a los nifos,
desde temprano en la manana hasta tarde en la noche. Continué trabajando durante la
pandemia.

No soy la unica persona indocumentada que esta pasando por esto. No es justo que no
podamos acceder a la atencion médica. No es justo que mi marido haya tenido que sufrir
durante meses y que le debamos miles de dodlares.

Insto a este comité a que apoye este proyecto de ley.

Gracias por su tiempo.

Evelyn Majano Montiel

English**

Dear Members of the Insurance and Real Estate Committee of the Connecticut General
Assembly.

My name is Evelyn Majano Montiel, | live in Bridgeport, Connecticut. | am a member of the
Semilla Collective and | support S.B. 842

| am 45 years old.

I live in Bridgeport and I’'m a homeowner. | work as a childcare provider and make around
$1200 per month.

Four years ago, my husband was diagnosed with gout. One morning after taking his gout
medication, he woke up with extreme pain and his back and neck completely crooked.

He went from Community Health Center to Community Health Center.
During all this, he was not able to stand and had to walk with crutches. He saw many specialist
doctors. Since he had no insurance, my family paid out of pocket. They ranged from

Neurosurgeon, to Urologist, Back Specialist, Acupuncture and physical Therapist.

| had to pay $3000 for a CT Scan, about $1000 for bloodwork, each visit to the specialists
ranged from $200 to $500 per visit.



Finally, a neurosurgeon diagnosed my husband with a herniated disk and ordered a surgery.

Since we had no money, the hospital told us that we had to pay $50.000 out of pocket for the
surgery. We went to the bank to get a loan against our house but it was declined.

Eventually, Bridgeport hospital (with the help of a social worker) agreed to do the surgery but
that our family would pay $40.000 out of pocket in a payment plan.

All together, my husband did not work for a year and a half. My family paid the hospital as much
as we could, knowing that because of this large debt they could lose our house.

| had a lot of help from family and friends, which helped us with food and loans to pay for my
husband's care. | owe my friend $3000.

During the pandemic, | kept working in my home day care. Taking care of kids, from early
morning until late at night. | continued to work throughout the pandemic.

I am not the only undocumented person that is going through this. It is not fair that we cannot
access health care. It is not fair that my husband had to suffer for months and that we owe
thousands of dollars.

I urge this committee to support this bill.

Thank you for your time.
Evelyn Majano Montiel.



