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House of Representatives, May 10, 2021
The Committee on Appropriations reported through REP.
WALKER of the 93rd Dist., Chairperson of the Committee on
the part of the House, that the substitute bill ought to pass.

AN ACT CONCERNING FUNDING ISSUES RELATED TO PUBLIC
EDUCATION IN CONNECTICUT.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:
1
2
3

Section 1. Subsection (d) of section 10-262u of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
2021):
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(d) The local or regional board of education for a town designated as
an alliance district may apply to the Commissioner of Education, at such
time and in such manner as the commissioner prescribes, to receive any
increase in funds received over the amount the town received for the
prior fiscal year pursuant to subsection (a) of section 10-262i.
Applications pursuant to this subsection shall include objectives and
performance targets and a plan that are developed, in part, on the
strategic use of student academic performance data. Such plan may
include, but not be limited to, the following: (1) A tiered system of
interventions for the schools under the jurisdiction of such board based
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on the needs of such schools, (2) ways to strengthen the foundational
programs in reading, through the intensive reading instruction program
pursuant to section 10-14u, to ensure reading mastery in kindergarten
to grade three, inclusive, with a focus on standards and instruction,
proper use of data, intervention strategies, current information for
teachers, parental engagement, and teacher professional development,
(3) additional learning time, including extended school day or school
year programming administered by school personnel or external
partners, (4) a talent strategy that includes, but is not limited to, teacher
and school leader recruitment and assignment, career ladder policies
that draw upon guidelines for a model teacher evaluation program
adopted by the State Board of Education, pursuant to section 10-151b,
and adopted by each local or regional board of education. Such talent
strategy may include provisions that demonstrate increased ability to
attract, retain, promote and bolster the performance of staff in
accordance with performance evaluation findings and, in the case of
new personnel, other indicators of effectiveness, (5) training for school
leaders and other staff on new teacher evaluation models, (6) provisions
for the cooperation and coordination with early childhood education
providers to ensure alignment with district expectations for student
entry into kindergarten, including funding for an existing local Head
Start program, (7) provisions for the cooperation and coordination with
other governmental and community programs to ensure that students
receive adequate support and wraparound services, including
community school models, (8) provisions for implementing and
furthering state-wide education standards adopted by the State Board
of Education and all activities and initiatives associated with such
standards, (9) strategies for attracting and recruiting minority teachers
and administrators, (10) provisions for the enhancement of bilingual
education programs, pursuant to section 10-17f, or other language
acquisition services to English language learners, including, but not
limited to, participation in the English language learner pilot program,
established pursuant to section 10-17n, (11) entering into the model
school district responsibilities agreement, described in section 10-223l,
(12) leadership succession plans that provide training and learning
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opportunities for administrators and are designed to assist in the
seamless transition of school and district personnel in and out of
leadership positions in the school district and the continuous
implementation of plans developed under this subsection, and (13) any
additional categories or goals as determined by the commissioner. Such
plan shall demonstrate collaboration with key stakeholders, as
identified by the commissioner, with the goal of achieving efficiencies
and the alignment of intent and practice of current programs with
conditional programs identified in this subsection. The commissioner
may (A) require changes in any plan submitted by a local or regional
board of education before the commissioner approves an application
under this subsection, [and] (B) permit a local or regional board of
education, as part of such plan, to use a portion of any funds received
under this section for the purposes of paying tuition charged to such
board pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection (k) of section 10-264l or
subsection (b) of section 10-264o, or (C) permit a local or regional board
of education to expend up to ten per cent of the portion of any increase
of funds received under this section over the amount such board
received for the prior fiscal year, in a manner not included in the plan
submitted by such board or otherwise prescribed under this subsection,
provided such board (i) expends such funds in accordance with the
provisions of section 10-262i, as amended by this act, and (ii) increases
its local appropriation for education for such fiscal year in an amount
equal to the amount the commissioner permits such board expend
under this subparagraph.
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Sec. 2. (NEW) (Effective from passage) For the fiscal years ending June
30, 2021, to June 30, 2023, inclusive, the balance of any remaining federal
funds received by a local or regional board of education for the purpose
of covering costs associated with COVID-19 expenditures, including,
but not limited to, funds received pursuant to the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security Act, P.L. 116-136, as amended from time
to time, and the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act, P.L. 116-260, as amended from time to time, that
have not been expended by such board at the end of the fiscal year shall
not lapse and shall be carried forward and used by such board in the
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next fiscal year. As used in this section, "COVID-19" means the
respiratory disease designated by the World Health Organization on
February 11, 2020, as coronavirus 2019, and any related mutation thereof
recognized by the World Health Organization as a communicable
respiratory disease.
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Sec. 3. Subdivision (2) of subsection (d) of section 10-51 of the general
statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof
(Effective July 1, 2021):
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(2) On and after June 7, 2006, a regional board of education, by a
majority vote of its members, may create a reserve fund for capital and
nonrecurring expenditures. Such fund shall thereafter be termed
"reserve fund for capital and nonrecurring expenditures". The aggregate
amount of annual and supplemental appropriations by a district to such
fund shall not exceed [one] two per cent of the annual district budget
for such fiscal year. Annual appropriations to such fund shall be
included in the share of net expenses to be paid by each member town.
Supplemental appropriations to such fund may be made from estimated
fiscal year end surplus in operating funds. Interest and investment
earnings received with respect to amounts held in the fund shall be
credited to such fund. The board shall annually submit a complete and
detailed report of the condition of such fund to the member towns.
Upon the recommendation and approval by the regional board of
education, any part or the whole of such fund may be used for capital
and nonrecurring expenditures, but such use shall be restricted to the
funding of all or part of the planning, construction, reconstruction or
acquisition of any specific capital improvement or the acquisition of any
specific item of equipment. Upon the approval of any such expenditure
an appropriation shall be set up, plainly designated for the project or
acquisition for which it has been authorized, and such unexpended
appropriation may be continued until such project or acquisition is
completed. Any unexpended portion of such appropriation remaining
after such completion shall revert to said fund. If any authorized
appropriation is set up pursuant to the provisions of this subsection and
through unforeseen circumstances the completion of the project or
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acquisition for which such appropriation has been designated is
impossible to attain the board, by a majority vote of its members, may
terminate such appropriation which then shall no longer be in effect.
Such fund may be discontinued, after the recommendation and
approval by the regional board of education, and any amounts held in
the fund shall be transferred to the general fund of the district.
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Sec. 4. Section 10-262j of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2021):
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(a) Except as otherwise provided under the provisions of subsections
[(c)] (b) to (h), inclusive, of this section, for [the] any fiscal year, [ending
June 30, 2020,] the budgeted appropriation for education shall be not
less than the budgeted appropriation for education for the prior fiscal
year, [ending June 30, 2019,] plus any aid increase described in
subsection (d) of section 10-262i, as amended by this act, except that a
town may reduce its budgeted appropriation for education for the fiscal
year, [ending June 30, 2020,] by one or more of the following:
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(1) If a town experiences an aid reduction, as described in subsection
(d) of section 10-262i, as amended by this act, such town may reduce its
budgeted appropriation for education in an amount equal to the aid
reduction;
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(2) If a district experiences a net reduction in its resident student
count during a period that may include any of the five fiscal years
immediately prior to the fiscal year for which the budgeted
appropriation for education is calculated, such district may reduce its
budgeted appropriation for education in an amount equal to the
number of such net reduction multiplied by fifty per cent of the net
current expenditures per resident student of such district, provided no
district may use the resident student count for any fiscal year that was
previously used to reduce its budgeted appropriation for education in
any calculation of a net reduction of resident students for purposes of
reducing its budgeted appropriation for education pursuant to this
subdivision for any subsequent fiscal year;
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(3) Any district (A) that does not maintain a high school and pays
tuition to another school district pursuant to section 10-33 for resident
students to attend high school in another district, and (B) in which the
number of resident students attending high school for such district for
October [1, 2018] first of the prior school year, using the data of record
as of January [31, 2019] thirty-first of the prior school year, is lower than
such district's number of resident students attending high school for
October [1, 2017] first of the school year before the prior school year,
using the data of record as of January [31, 2019] thirty-first of the school
year before the prior school year, may reduce such district's budgeted
appropriation for education by the difference in the number of resident
students attending high school for such years multiplied by the amount
of tuition paid per student pursuant to section 10-33; or
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(4) Any district that realizes new and documentable savings through
(A) increased district efficiencies approved by the Commissioner of
Education, including, but not limited to, (i) reductions in costs
associated with transportation services, school district administration or
contracts that are not the result of collective bargaining or other labor
agreements, (ii) an agreement to provide medical or health care benefits
pursuant to section 7-464b, (iii) a cooperative agreement relating to the
performance of administrative and central office functions, such as
business manager functions, for the municipality and the school district
pursuant to section 10-241b, (iv) reductions in costs associated with the
purchasing or joint purchasing of property insurance, casualty
insurance and workers' compensation insurance, following the
consultation with the legislative body of the municipality of such district
pursuant to section 10-241c, (v) reductions in costs associated with the
purchasing of payroll processing or accounts payable software systems,
following the consultation with the legislative body of the municipality
of such district to determine whether such systems may be purchased
or shared on a regional basis pursuant to section 10-241e, (vi)
consolidation of information technology services, and (vii) reductions in
costs associated with the care and maintenance of athletic fields, or (B)
regional collaboration or cooperative arrangements pursuant to section
10-158a may reduce such district's budgeted appropriation for
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education in an amount equal to half of the amount of savings
experienced as a result of such district efficiencies, regional
collaboration or cooperative arrangement, provided such reduction
shall not exceed one-half of one per cent of the district's budgeted
appropriation for education for the prior fiscal year. [ending June 30,
2019.]

191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198

[(b) Except as otherwise provided under the provisions of subsections
(c) to (h), inclusive, of this section, for the fiscal year ending June 30,
2021, a town's budgeted appropriation for education shall be not less
than the budgeted appropriation for education for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2020, plus any aid increase received pursuant to subsection (d)
of section 10-262i, except that a town may reduce its budgeted
appropriation for education for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021, by
one or more of the following:

199
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(1) If a town experiences an aid reduction, as described in subsection
(d) of section 10-262i, such town may reduce its budgeted appropriation
for education in an amount equal to the aid reduction;
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(2) If a district experiences a net reduction in its resident student
count during a period that may include any of the five fiscal years
immediately prior to the fiscal year for which the budgeted
appropriation for education is calculated, such district may reduce its
budgeted appropriation for education in an amount equal to the
number of such net reduction multiplied by fifty per cent of the net
current expenditures per resident student of such district, provided no
district may use the resident student count for any fiscal year that was
previously used to reduce its budgeted appropriation for education in
any calculation of a net reduction of resident students for purposes of
reducing its budgeted appropriation for education pursuant to this
subdivision for any subsequent fiscal year;
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(3) Any district (A) that does not maintain a high school and pays
tuition to another school district pursuant to section 10-33 for resident
students to attend high school in another district, and (B) in which the
number of resident students attending high school for such district for
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October 1, 2019, using the data of record as of January 31, 2020, is lower
than such district's number of resident students attending high school
for October 1, 2018, using the data of record as of January 31, 2020, may
reduce such district's budgeted appropriation for education by the
difference in the number of resident students attending high school for
such years multiplied by the amount of tuition paid per student
pursuant to section 10-33; or
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(4) Any district that realizes new and documentable savings through
(A) increased district efficiencies approved by the Commissioner of
Education, including, but not limited to, (i) reductions in costs
associated with transportation services, school district administration or
contracts that are not the result of collective bargaining or other labor
agreements, (ii) an agreement to provide medical or health care benefits
pursuant to section 7-464b, (iii) a cooperative agreement relating to the
performance of administrative and central office functions, such as
business manager functions, for the municipality and the school district
pursuant to section 10-241b, (iv) reductions in costs associated with the
purchasing or joint purchasing of property insurance, casualty
insurance and workers' compensation insurance, following the
consultation with the legislative body of the municipality of such district
pursuant to section 10-241c, (v) reductions in costs associated with the
purchasing of payroll processing or accounts payable software systems,
following the consultation with the legislative body of the municipality
of such district to determine whether such systems may be purchased
or shared on a regional basis pursuant to section 10-241e, (vi)
consolidation of information technology services, and (vii) reductions in
costs associated with the care and maintenance of athletic fields, or (B)
regional collaboration or cooperative arrangements pursuant to section
10-158a, may reduce such district's budgeted appropriation for
education in an amount equal to half of the amount of savings
experienced as a result of such district efficiencies, regional
collaboration or cooperative arrangement, provided such reduction
shall not exceed one-half of one per cent of the district's budgeted
appropriation for education for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020.]
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[(c) For the fiscal years ending June 30, 2020, and June 30, 2021] (b)
For any fiscal year, the Commissioner of Education may permit a town
to reduce its budgeted appropriation for education in an amount
determined by the commissioner if the school district in such town has
permanently ceased operations and closed one or more schools in the
school district due to declining enrollment at such closed school or
schools in the [fiscal years ending June 30, 2013, to June 30, 2020,
inclusive] seven fiscal years immediately prior to the fiscal year for
which the budgeted appropriation for education is calculated.
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[(d)] (c) Except as otherwise provided under the provisions of
[subsection (h)] subsections (g) and (h) of this section, [for the fiscal
years ending June 30, 2020, and June 30, 2021,] a town designated as an
alliance district, as defined in section 10-262u, as amended by this act,
shall not reduce its budgeted appropriation for education pursuant to
this section.
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[(e)] (d) [For the fiscal years ending June 30, 2020, and June 30, 2021,
the] The provisions of this section shall not apply to any district that is
in the top ten per cent of school districts based on the accountability
index, as defined in section 10-223e.
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[(f)] (e) [For the fiscal years ending June 30, 2020, and June 30, 2021,
the] The provisions of this section shall not apply to the member towns
of a regional school district during the first full fiscal year following the
establishment of the regional school district, provided the budgeted
appropriation for education for member towns of such regional school
district for each subsequent fiscal year shall be determined in
accordance with this section.
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[(g)] (f) [For the fiscal years ending June 30, 2020, and June 30, 2021,
any] Any district that has (1) elected to act as a self-insurer, pursuant to
section 10-236, (2) experienced a loss incurred as a result of one or more
catastrophic events, as declared by a nationally recognized catastrophe
loss index provider, during the prior fiscal year, and (3) increased its
budgeted appropriation for education during said prior fiscal year as a
result of such loss, shall not be required to include the amount of such
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increase in the calculation of such district's budgeted appropriation for
education for the subsequent fiscal year.
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[(h)] (g) For the fiscal years ending June 30, 2020, [and June 30, 2021]
to June 30, 2023, inclusive, any district that has received (1) a
supplemental appropriation from the board of finance for a town having
a board of finance, the board of selectmen for a town having no board
of finance or the authority making appropriations for the school district,
for the purpose of covering costs associated with COVID-19
expenditures because the budgeted appropriation for education for the
district was insufficient to cover such costs, or (2) federal funds received
pursuant to the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act,
P.L. 116-136, as amended from time to time, and the Coronavirus
Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, P.L. 116-260, as
amended from time to time, shall not be required to include the amount
of such supplemental appropriation or federal funds in the calculation
of such district's budgeted appropriation for education for the
subsequent fiscal year. As used in this subsection, "COVID-19" means
the respiratory disease designated by the World Health Organization on
February 11, 2020, as coronavirus 2019, and any related mutation thereof
recognized by the World Health Organization as a communicable
respiratory disease.
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(h) For the fiscal years ending June 30, 2022, and June 30, 2023, any
district that has been awarded a grant under the school security
infrastructure competitive grant program, established pursuant to
section 84 of public act 13-3, during the prior fiscal year, shall not be
required to include the amount of such grant in the calculation of such
district's budgeted appropriation for education for the subsequent fiscal
year.

313
314
315

Sec. 5. Subsection (d) of section 10-262i of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
2021):
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[(d) (1) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020, (A) if the amount of
the equalization aid grant a town is entitled to pursuant to section 10sHB6618 / File No. 648
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262h is greater than such town's equalization aid grant amount for the
prior fiscal year, the difference between the amount of such town's
equalization aid grant for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020, and such
town's equalization aid grant amount for the prior fiscal year shall be
the aid increase for such town for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020,
and (B) if the amount of the equalization aid grant a town is entitled to
pursuant to section 10-262h is less than such town's equalization aid
grant amount for the prior fiscal year, the difference between such
town's equalization aid grant amount for the prior fiscal year and the
amount of such town's equalization aid grant for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2020, shall be the aid reduction for such town for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2020.
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(2) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021, (A) if the amount of the
equalization aid grant a town is entitled to pursuant to section 10-262h
is greater than such town's equalization aid grant amount for the prior
fiscal year, the difference between the amount of such town's
equalization aid grant for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021, and such
town's equalization aid grant amount for the prior fiscal year shall be
the aid increase for such town for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2021,
and (B) if the amount of the equalization aid grant a town is entitled to
pursuant to section 10-262h is less than such town's equalization aid
grant amount for the prior fiscal year, the difference between such
town's equalization aid grant amount for the prior fiscal year and the
amount of such town's equalization aid grant for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 2021, shall be the aid reduction for such town for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2021.]
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(d) For any fiscal year, (1) if the amount of the equalization aid grant
a town is entitled to pursuant to section 10-262h is greater than such
town's equalization aid grant amount for the prior fiscal year, the
difference between the amount of such town's equalization aid grant for
the fiscal year, and such town's equalization aid grant amount for the
prior fiscal year shall be the aid increase for such town for the fiscal year,
and (2) if the amount of the equalization aid grant a town is entitled to
pursuant to section 10-262h is less than such town's equalization aid
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grant amount for the prior fiscal year, the difference between such
town's equalization aid grant amount for the prior fiscal year and the
amount of such town's equalization aid grant for the fiscal year shall be
the aid reduction for such town for the fiscal year.
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Sec. 6. (NEW) (Effective July 1, 2021) (a) The Department of
Agriculture, in consultation with the advisory committee described in
subsection (c) of this section, shall administer the CT Grown for CT Kids
Grant Program. Such program shall assist local and regional boards of
education to develop farm-to-school programs that will increase the
availability of local foods in child nutrition programs, allow educators
to use hands-on educational techniques to teach students about
nutrition and farm-to-school connections, sustain relationships with
local farmers and producers, enrich the educational experience of
students, improve the health of children in the state and enhance the
state's economy.
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(b) A local or regional board of education, regional educational
service center, cooperative arrangement pursuant to section 10-158a of
the general statutes, child care centers, group child care homes and
family child care homes, as such terms are described in section 19a-77 of
the general statutes, or any organization or entity administering or
assisting in the development of a farm-to-school program, may apply,
in a form and manner prescribed by the department, for a grant under
this section. Such grant shall be used to develop or implement a schoolto-farm program, which may include (1) the purchase of equipment,
resources or materials, including, but not limited to, local food products,
gardening supplies, field trips to farms, gleaning on farms and stipends
to visiting farmers, (2) the provision of professional development and
skills training for educators, school nutrition professionals, parents,
caregivers, child care providers, and employees and volunteers of
organizations administering or assisting in the development and
implementation of farm-to-school programs, and (3) piloting new
purchasing systems and programs.
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(c) The department shall convene an advisory committee to assist in
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the administration of the CT Grown for CT Kids Grant Program. The
advisory committee shall consist of the Commissioner of Education, or
the commissioner's designee, and individuals representing stakeholder
groups that reflect the demographic and geographic diversity of the
state, selected by the Commissioner of Agriculture. The advisory
committee shall (1) assist the department in reviewing applications and
awarding grants under this section, and (2) provide technical assistance
to grant recipients in the development and implementation of farm-toschool programs.
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(d) In awarding grants under this section, the department shall (1)
give priority to applicants (A) located in alliance districts, as defined in
section 10-262u of the general statutes, as amended by this act, or who
are providers of school readiness programs, as defined in section 10-16p
of the general statutes, and (B) who demonstrate broad commitment
from school administrators, school nutrition professionals, educators
and community stakeholders, and (2) not award a grant that is in an
amount greater than ten per cent of the total amount available for the
fiscal year.
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(e) The department may accept gifts, grants and donations, including
in-kind donations, for the administration of the CT Grown for CT Kids
Grant Program and to implement the provisions of this section.
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(f) Not later than January 1, 2023, and annually thereafter, the
department shall submit a report on the CT Grown for CT Kids Grant
Program to the joint standing committee of the General Assembly
having cognizance of matters relating to education, in accordance with
the provisions of section 11-4a of the general statutes. Such report shall
include, but need not be limited to, an accounting of the funds
appropriated and received by the department for the program,
descriptions of each grant awarded under the program and how such
grant was expended by the recipient, and an evaluation of the program
and the success of local farm-to-school programs that have received
grant awards under this section.
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Sec. 7. Subdivision (4) of subsection (a) of section 10-264i of the
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general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective July 1, 2021):
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(4) In addition to the grants otherwise provided pursuant to this
section, the Commissioner of Education may provide supplemental
transportation grants to regional educational service centers for the
purposes of transportation to interdistrict magnet schools. Any such
grant shall be provided within available appropriations and after the
commissioner has reviewed and approved the total interdistrict magnet
school transportation budget for a regional educational service center,
including all revenue and expenditure estimates. For the fiscal years
ending June 30, 2013, to June 30, 2018, inclusive, in addition to the grants
otherwise provided pursuant to this section, the Commissioner of
Education may provide supplemental transportation to interdistrict
magnet schools that assist the state in meeting its obligations pursuant
to the decision in Sheff v. O'Neill, 238 Conn. 1 (1996), or any related
stipulation or order in effect, as determined by the commissioner. Any
such grant shall be provided within available appropriations and upon
a comprehensive financial review, by an auditor selected by the
Commissioner of Education, the costs of such review may be paid from
funds that are part of the supplemental transportation grant. Any such
grant shall be paid as follows: For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2013,
up to fifty per cent of the grant on or before June 30, 2013, and the
balance on or before September 1, 2013, upon completion of the
comprehensive financial review; for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2014,
up to fifty per cent of the grant on or before June 30, 2014, and the
balance on or before September 1, 2014, upon completion of the
comprehensive financial review; for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2015,
up to fifty per cent of the grant on or before June 30, 2015, and the
balance on or before September 1, 2015, upon completion of the
comprehensive financial review; for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2016,
up to fifty per cent of the grant on or before June 30, 2016, and the
balance on or before September 1, 2016, upon completion of the
comprehensive financial review; for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2017,
up to seventy per cent of the grant on or before June 30, 2017, and the
balance on or before May 30, 2018, upon completion of the
sHB6618 / File No. 648
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469

comprehensive financial review; for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2018,
up to seventy per cent of the grant on or before June 30, 2018, and the
balance on or before September 1, 2018, upon completion of the
comprehensive financial review; and for the fiscal year ending June 30,
2019, [and each fiscal year thereafter,] up to seventy per cent of the grant
on or before June thirtieth of the fiscal year, and the balance on or before
September first of the following fiscal year upon completion of the
comprehensive financial review; and for the fiscal year ending June 30,
2021, and each fiscal year thereafter, any unpaid balance of eligible
transportation costs incurred on or before December thirty-first of the
fiscal year based on documentation, including, but not limited to,
vendor bills dated on or before February first of the fiscal year, and any
unpaid balance of eligible transportation costs incurred on or before
March thirty-first of the fiscal year based on documentation, including,
but not limited to, vendor bills on or before May first of the fiscal year,
and the balance of the grant on or before September first of the following
fiscal year upon completion of the comprehensive financial review.

470
471
472

Sec. 8. Subdivision (1) of subsection (d) of section 10-66ee of the
general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective July 1, 2021):
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(d) (1) The state shall pay in accordance with this subsection, to the
fiscal authority for a state charter school for each student enrolled in
such school, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2013, ten thousand two
hundred dollars, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2014, ten thousand
five hundred dollars, for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2015, to June
30, 2018, inclusive, eleven thousand dollars, [and] for the fiscal [year]
years ending June 30, 2019, [and each fiscal year thereafter] to June 30,
2021, inclusive, eleven thousand two hundred fifty dollars, and for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2022, and each fiscal year thereafter, eleven
thousand five hundred twenty-five dollars. Such payments shall be
made as follows: Twenty-five per cent of the amount not later than July
fifteenth and September first based on estimated student enrollment on
May first, and twenty-five per cent of the amount not later than January
first and the remaining amount not later than April first, each based on
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487

student enrollment on October first.

488
489

Sec. 9. Section 10-17g of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2021):
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For the fiscal years ending June 30, 2016, to June 30, [2021] 2023,
inclusive, the board of education for each local and regional school
district that is required to provide a program of bilingual education,
pursuant to section 10-17f, may make application to the State Board of
Education and shall annually receive, within available appropriations,
a grant in an amount equal to the product obtained by multiplying one
million nine hundred sixteen thousand one hundred thirty by the ratio
which the number of eligible children in the school district bears to the
total number of such eligible children state-wide. The board of
education for each local and regional school district receiving funds
pursuant to this section shall annually, on or before September first,
submit to the State Board of Education a progress report which shall
include (1) measures of increased educational opportunities for eligible
students, including language support services and language transition
support services provided to such students, (2) program evaluation and
measures of the effectiveness of its bilingual education and English as a
second language programs, including data on students in bilingual
education programs and students educated exclusively in English as a
second language programs, and (3) certification by the board of
education submitting the report that any funds received pursuant to this
section have been used for the purposes specified. The State Board of
Education shall annually evaluate programs conducted pursuant to
section 10-17f. For purposes of this section, measures of the effectiveness
of bilingual education and English as a second language programs
include, but need not be limited to, mastery examination results, under
section 10-14n, and graduation and school dropout rates. Any amount
appropriated under this section in excess of one million nine hundred
sixteen thousand one hundred thirty dollars shall be spent in accordance
with the provisions of sections 10-17k, 10-17n and 10-66t. Any
unexpended funds, as of November first, appropriated to the
Department of Education for purposes of providing a grant to a local or
sHB6618 / File No. 648
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521
522
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524
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regional board of education for the provision of a program of bilingual
education, pursuant to section 10-17f, shall be distributed on a pro rata
basis to each local and regional board of education receiving a grant
under this section. Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, for
the fiscal years ending June 30, 2009, to June 30, [2021] 2023, inclusive,
the amount of grants payable to local or regional boards of education
for the provision of a program of bilingual education under this section
shall be reduced proportionately if the total of such grants in such year
exceeds the amount appropriated for such grants for such year.

530
531
532

Sec. 10. Subdivision (2) of subsection (e) of section 10-76d of the
general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted in lieu
thereof (Effective July 1, 2021):
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(2) For purposes of this subdivision, "public agency" includes the
offices of a government of a federally recognized Native American tribe.
Notwithstanding any other provisions of the general statutes, for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 1987, and each fiscal year thereafter,
whenever a public agency, other than a local or regional board of
education, the State Board of Education or the Superior Court acting
pursuant to section 10-76h, places a child in a foster home, group home,
hospital, state institution, receiving home, custodial institution or any
other residential or day treatment facility, and such child requires
special education, the local or regional board of education under whose
jurisdiction the child would otherwise be attending school or, if no such
board can be identified, the local or regional board of education of the
town where the child is placed, shall provide the requisite special
education and related services to such child in accordance with the
provisions of this section. Within one business day of such a placement
by the Department of Children and Families or offices of a government
of a federally recognized Native American tribe, said department or
offices shall orally notify the local or regional board of education
responsible for providing special education and related services to such
child of such placement. The department or offices shall provide written
notification to such board of such placement within two business days
of the placement. Such local or regional board of education shall
sHB6618 / File No. 648
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convene a planning and placement team meeting for such child within
thirty days of the placement and shall invite a representative of the
Department of Children and Families or offices of a government of a
federally recognized Native American tribe to participate in such
meeting. (A) The local or regional board of education under whose
jurisdiction such child would otherwise be attending school shall be
financially responsible for the reasonable costs of such special education
and related services in an amount equal to the lesser of one hundred per
cent of the costs of such education or the average per pupil educational
costs of such board of education for the prior fiscal year, determined in
accordance with the provisions of subsection (a) of section 10-76f. The
State Board of Education shall pay on a current basis, except as provided
in subdivision (3) of this subsection, any costs in excess of such local or
regional board's basic contributions paid by such board of education in
accordance with the provisions of this subdivision. (B) Whenever a child
is placed pursuant to this subdivision, on or after July 1, 1995, by the
Department of Children and Families and the local or regional board of
education under whose jurisdiction such child would otherwise be
attending school cannot be identified, the local or regional board of
education under whose jurisdiction the child attended school or in
whose district the child resided at the time of removal from the home
by said department shall be responsible for the reasonable costs of
special education and related services provided to such child, for one
calendar year or until the child is committed to the state pursuant to
section 46b-129 or 46b-140 or is returned to the child's parent or
guardian, whichever is earlier. If the child remains in such placement
beyond one calendar year the Department of Children and Families
shall be responsible for such costs. During the period the local or
regional board of education is responsible for the reasonable cost of
special education and related services pursuant to this subparagraph,
the board shall be responsible for such costs in an amount equal to the
lesser of one hundred per cent of the costs of such education and related
services or the average per pupil educational costs of such board of
education for the prior fiscal year, determined in accordance with the
provisions of subsection (a) of section 10-76f. The State Board of
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Education shall pay on a current basis, except as provided in
subdivision (3) of this subsection, any costs in excess of such local or
regional board's basic contributions paid by such board of education in
accordance with the provisions of this subdivision. The costs for services
other than educational shall be paid by the state agency which placed
the child. The provisions of this subdivision shall not apply to the school
districts established within the Department of Children and Families,
pursuant to section 17a-37 or the Department of Correction, pursuant to
section 18-99a, provided in any case in which special education is being
provided at a private residential institution, including the residential
components of regional educational service centers, to a child for whom
no local or regional board of education can be found responsible under
subsection (b) of this section, Unified School District #2 shall provide
the special education and related services and be financially responsible
for the reasonable costs of such special education instruction for such
children. Notwithstanding the provisions of this subdivision, for the
fiscal years ending June 30, 2004, to June 30, 2007, inclusive, and for the
fiscal years ending June 30, 2010, to June 30, [2021] 2023, inclusive, the
amount of the grants payable to local or regional boards of education in
accordance with this subdivision shall be reduced proportionately if the
total of such grants in such year exceeds the amount appropriated for
the purposes of this subdivision for such year.
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Sec. 11. Subsection (d) of section 10-76g of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
2021):
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(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, for the fiscal years
ending June 30, 2004, to June 30, 2007, inclusive, and for the fiscal years
ending June 30, 2010, to June 30, [2021] 2023, inclusive, the amount of
the grants payable to local or regional boards of education in accordance
with this section, except grants paid in accordance with subdivision (2)
of subsection (a) of this section, for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2006,
and June 30, 2007, and for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2010, to June
30, [2021] 2023, inclusive, shall be reduced proportionately if the total of
such grants in such year exceeds the amount appropriated for the
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624

purposes of this section for such year.
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Sec. 12. Subsection (b) of section 10-253 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
2021):
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(b) The board of education of the school district under whose
jurisdiction a child would otherwise be attending school shall be
financially responsible for the reasonable costs of education for a child
placed out by the Commissioner of Children and Families or by other
agencies, including, but not limited to, offices of a government of a
federally recognized Native American tribe, in a private residential
facility when such child requires educational services other than special
education services. Such financial responsibility shall be the lesser of
one hundred per cent of the costs of such education or the average per
pupil educational costs of such board of education for the prior fiscal
year, determined in accordance with subsection (a) of section 10-76f.
Any costs in excess of the board's basic contribution shall be paid by the
State Board of Education on a current basis. The costs for services other
than educational shall be paid by the state agency which placed the
child. Application for the grant to be paid by the state for costs in excess
of the local or regional board of education's basic contribution shall be
made in accordance with the provisions of subdivision (5) of subsection
(e) of section 10-76d. Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection,
for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2004, to June 30, 2007, inclusive, and
for the fiscal years ending June 30, 2010, to June 30, [2021] 2023,
inclusive, the amount of the grants payable to local or regional boards
of education in accordance with this subsection shall be reduced
proportionately if the total of such grants in such year exceeds the
amount appropriated for the purposes of this subsection for such year.

652
653
654

Sec. 13. Subsection (i) of section 10-217a of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
2021):

655
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(i) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, for the fiscal years
ending June 30, 2008, to June 30, [2021] 2023, inclusive, the amount of
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the grants payable to local or regional boards of education in accordance
with this section shall be reduced proportionately if the total of such
grants in such year exceeds the amount appropriated for purposes of
this section.

661
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Sec. 14. Subsection (e) of section 10-66j of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
2021):

664
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(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, for the fiscal years
ending June 30, 2004, to June 30, 2019, inclusive, and for the fiscal years
ending June 30, 2022, and June 30, 2023, the amount of grants payable to
regional educational service centers shall be reduced proportionately if
the total of such grants in such year exceeds the amount appropriated
for such grants for such year.

670
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Sec. 15. Subsection (d) of section 10-71 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1,
2021):

673
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(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of this section, for the fiscal years
ending June 30, 2004, to June 30, [2021] 2023, inclusive, the amount of
the grants payable to towns, regional boards of education or regional
educational service centers in accordance with this section shall be
reduced proportionately if the total of such grants in such year exceeds
the amount appropriated for the purposes of this section for such year.

679
680

Sec. 16. Section 10-266aa of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective July 1, 2021):

681

(a) As used in this section:

682
683

(1) "Receiving district" means any school district that accepts students
under the program established pursuant to this section;

684
685
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(2) "Sending district" means any school district that sends students it
would otherwise be legally responsible for educating to another school
district under the program; and
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687
688

(3) "Minority students" means students who are "pupils of racial
minorities", as defined in section 10-226a.

689
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699

(b) There is established, within available appropriations, an
interdistrict public school attendance program. The purpose of the
program shall be to: (1) Improve academic achievement; (2) reduce
racial, ethnic and economic isolation or preserve racial and ethnic
balance; and (3) provide a choice of educational programs. The
Department of Education shall provide oversight for the program,
including the setting of reasonable limits for the transportation of
students participating in the program, and may provide for the
incremental expansion of the program for the school year commencing
in 2000 for each town required to participate in the program pursuant
to subsection (c) of this section.
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(c) The program shall be phased in as provided in this subsection. (1)
For the school year commencing in 1998, and for each school year
thereafter, the program shall be in operation in the Hartford, New
Haven and Bridgeport regions. The Hartford program shall operate as
a continuation of the program described in section 10-266j. Students
who reside in Hartford, New Haven or Bridgeport may attend school in
another school district in the region and students who reside in such
other school districts may attend school in Hartford, New Haven or
Bridgeport, provided, beginning with the 2001-2002 school year, the
proportion of students who are not minority students to the total
number of students leaving Hartford, Bridgeport or New Haven to
participate in the program shall not be greater than the proportion of
students who were not minority students in the prior school year to the
total number of students enrolled in Hartford, Bridgeport or New
Haven in the prior school year. The regional educational service center
operating the program shall make program participation decisions in
accordance with the requirements of this subdivision. (2) For the school
year commencing in 2000, and for each school year thereafter, the
program shall be in operation in New London, provided beginning with
the 2001-2002 school year, the proportion of students who are not
minority students to the total number of students leaving New London
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to participate in the program shall not be greater than the proportion of
students who were not minority students in the prior year to the total
number of students enrolled in New London in the prior school year.
The regional educational service center operating the program shall
make program participation decisions in accordance with this
subdivision. (3) The Department of Education may provide, within
available appropriations, grants for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2003,
to the remaining regional educational service centers to assist school
districts in planning for a voluntary program of student enrollment in
every priority school district, pursuant to section 10-266p, which is
interested in participating in accordance with this subdivision. For the
school year commencing in 2003, and for each school year thereafter, the
voluntary enrollment program may be in operation in every priority
school district in the state. Students from other school districts in the
area of a priority school district, as determined by the regional
educational service center pursuant to subsection (d) of this section, may
attend school in the priority school district, provided such students
bring racial, ethnic and economic diversity to the priority school district
and do not increase the racial, ethnic and economic isolation in the
priority school district. (4) For the school year commencing July 1, 2022,
there shall be a pilot program in operation in Danbury and Norwalk.
The pilot program shall serve (A) up to fifty students who reside in
Danbury, and such students may attend school in the school districts for
the towns of New Fairfield, Brookfield, Bethel, Ridgefield and Redding,
and (B) up to fifty students who reside in Norwalk, and such students
may attend school in the school districts for the towns of Darien, New
Canaan, Wilton, Weston and Westport. School districts which receive
students from Danbury and Norwalk under the pilot program during
the school year commencing July 1, 2022, shall allow such students to
attend school in the district until they graduate from high school.
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(d) School districts which received students from New London under
the program during the [2000-2001] school year commencing July 1,
2000, shall allow such students to attend school in the district until they
graduate from high school. The attendance of such students in such
program shall not be supported by grants pursuant to subsections (f)
sHB6618 / File No. 648

23

sHB6618

File No. 648

756
757
758
759

and (g) of this section but shall be supported, in the same amounts as
provided for in said subsections, by interdistrict cooperative grants
pursuant to section 10-74d to the regional educational service centers
operating such programs.
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(e) Once the program is in operation in the region served by a
regional educational service center pursuant to subsection (c) of this
section, the Department of Education shall provide an annual grant to
such regional educational service center to assist school districts in its
area in administering the program and to provide staff to assist students
participating in the program to make the transition to a new school and
to act as a liaison between the parents of such students and the new
school district. Each regional educational service center shall determine
which school districts in its area are located close enough to a priority
school district to make participation in the program feasible in terms of
student transportation pursuant to subsection (f) of this section,
provided any student participating in the program prior to July 1, 1999,
shall be allowed to continue to attend the same school such student
attended prior to said date in the receiving district until the student
completes the highest grade in such school. If there are more students
who seek to attend school in a receiving district than there are spaces
available, the regional educational service center shall assist the school
district in determining attendance by the use of a lottery or lotteries
designed to preserve or increase racial, ethnic and economic diversity,
except that the regional educational service center shall give preference
to siblings and to students who would otherwise attend a school that
has lost its accreditation by the New England Association of Schools and
Colleges or has been identified as in need of improvement pursuant to
the No Child Left Behind Act, P.L. 107-110. The admission policies shall
be consistent with section 10-15c and this section. No receiving district
shall recruit students under the program for athletic or extracurricular
purposes. Each receiving district shall allow out-of-district students it
accepts to attend school in the district until they graduate from high
school.
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(f) The Department of Education shall provide grants to regional
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educational service centers or local or regional boards of education for
the reasonable cost of transportation for students participating in the
program. For the fiscal [years ending June 30, 2015, to June 30, 2017,
inclusive] year ending June 30, 2022, and each fiscal year thereafter, the
department shall provide such grants within available appropriations,
provided the state-wide average of such grants does not exceed an
amount equal to three thousand two hundred fifty dollars for each
student transported, except that the Commissioner of Education may
grant to regional educational service centers or local or regional boards
of education additional sums from funds remaining in the
appropriation for such transportation services if needed to offset
transportation costs that exceed such maximum amount. The regional
educational service centers shall provide reasonable transportation
services to high school students who wish to participate in supervised
extracurricular activities. For purposes of this section, the number of
students transported shall be determined on October first of each fiscal
year.
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(g) (1) Except as provided in [subdivision] subdivisions (2) and (3) of
this subsection, the Department of Education shall provide, within
available appropriations, an annual grant to the local or regional board
of education for each receiving district in an amount not to exceed two
thousand five hundred dollars for each out-of-district student who
attends school in the receiving district under the program.
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(2) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2013, and each fiscal year
thereafter, the department shall provide, within available
appropriations, an annual grant to the local or regional board of
education for each receiving district if one of the following conditions
are met as follows: (A) Three thousand dollars for each out-of-district
student who attends school in the receiving district under the program
if the number of such out-of-district students is less than two per cent of
the total student population of such receiving district, (B) four thousand
dollars for each out-of-district student who attends school in the
receiving district under the program if the number of such out-ofdistrict students is greater than or equal to two per cent but less than
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three per cent of the total student population of such receiving district,
(C) six thousand dollars for each out-of-district student who attends
school in the receiving district under the program if the number of such
out-of-district students is greater than or equal to three per cent but less
than four per cent of the total student population of such receiving
district, (D) six thousand dollars for each out-of-district student who
attends school in the receiving district under the program if the
Commissioner of Education determines that the receiving district has an
enrollment of greater than four thousand students and has increased the
number of students in the program by at least fifty per cent from the
previous fiscal year, or (E) eight thousand dollars for each out-of-district
student who attends school in the receiving district under the program
if the number of such out-of-district students is greater than or equal to
four per cent of the total student population of such receiving district.
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(3) (A) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2023, the department shall
provide a grant to the local or regional board of education for each
receiving district described in subdivision (4) of subsection (c) of this
section in an amount of four thousand dollars for each out-of-district
student who resides in Danbury or Norwalk and attends school in the
receiving district under the pilot program.
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(B) For the fiscal year ending June 30, 2024, and each fiscal year
thereafter, the department shall provide an annual grant to the local or
regional board of education for each receiving district described in
subdivision (4) of subsection (c) of this section for each out-of-district
student who resides in Danbury or Norwalk and attends school in the
receiving district under the pilot program in accordance with the
provisions of subdivisions (1) and (2) of this subsection.
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[(3)] (4) Each town which receives funds pursuant to this subsection
shall make such funds available to its local or regional board of
education in supplement to any other local appropriation, other state or
federal grant or other revenue to which the local or regional board of
education is entitled.
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(h) Notwithstanding any provision of this chapter, each sending
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district and each receiving district shall divide the number of children
participating in the program who reside in such district or attend school
in such district by two for purposes of the counts for subdivision (22) of
section 10-262f and subdivision (2) of subsection (a) of section 10-261.
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(i) In the case of an out-of-district student who requires special
education and related services, the sending district shall pay the
receiving district an amount equal to the difference between the
reasonable cost of providing such special education and related services
to such student and the amount received by the receiving district
pursuant to subsection (g) of this section and in the case of students
participating pursuant to subsection (d) of this section, the per pupil
amount received pursuant to section 10-74d. The sending district shall
be eligible for reimbursement pursuant to section 10-76g, as amended
by this act.

871
872
873

(j) Nothing in this section shall prohibit school districts from charging
tuition to other school districts that do not have a high school pursuant
to section 10-33.
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(k) On or before March first of each year, the Commissioner of
Education shall determine if the enrollment in the program pursuant to
subsection (c) of this section for the fiscal year is below the number of
students for which funds were appropriated. If the commissioner
determines that the enrollment is below such number, the additional
funds shall not lapse but shall be used by the commissioner in
accordance with this subsection.
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(1) Any amount up to five hundred thousand dollars of such
nonlapsing funds shall be used for supplemental grants to receiving
districts on a pro rata basis for each out-of-district student in the
program pursuant to subsection (c) of this section who attends the same
school in the receiving district as at least nine other such out-of-district
students, not to exceed one thousand dollars per student.
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(2) Any amount of such nonlapsing funds equal to or greater than
five hundred thousand dollars, but less than one million dollars, shall
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be used for supplemental grants, in an amount determined by the
commissioner, on a pro rata basis to receiving districts that report to the
commissioner on or before March first of the current school year that the
number of out-of-district students enrolled in such receiving district is
greater than the number of out-of-district students enrolled in such
receiving district from the previous school year.
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(3) Any remaining nonlapsing funds shall be used by the
commissioner to increase enrollment in the interdistrict public school
attendance program described in this section.
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(l) For purposes of the state-wide mastery examinations under
section 10-14n, students participating in the program established
pursuant to this section shall be considered residents of the school
district in which they attend school.

902
903
904
905

(m) Within available appropriations, the commissioner may make
grants to regional education service centers which provide summer
school educational programs approved by the commissioner to students
participating in the program.

906
907
908
909
910
911
912

(n) The Commissioner of Education may provide grants for children
in the Hartford program described in this section to participate in
preschool and all day kindergarten programs. In addition to the subsidy
provided to the receiving district for educational services, such grants
may be used for the provision of before and after-school care and
remedial services for the preschool and kindergarten students
participating in the program.

913
914
915
916
917
918
919
920

(o) Within available appropriations, the commissioner may make
grants for academic student support for programs pursuant to this
section that assist the state in meeting [the goals of the 2008 stipulation
and order for Milo Sheff, et al. v. William A. O'Neill, et al., as extended,
or the goals of the 2013 stipulation and order for Milo Sheff, et al. v.
William A. O'Neill, et al., as extended, as determined by the
commissioner] its obligations pursuant to the decision in Sheff v.
O'Neill, 238 Conn. 1 (1996), or any related stipulation or order in effect,
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as determined by the Commissioner of Education.
This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:
Section 1
Sec. 2
Sec. 3
Sec. 4
Sec. 5
Sec. 6
Sec. 7
Sec. 8
Sec. 9
Sec. 10
Sec. 11
Sec. 12
Sec. 13
Sec. 14
Sec. 15
Sec. 16

July 1, 2021
from passage
July 1, 2021
July 1, 2021
July 1, 2021
July 1, 2021
July 1, 2021
July 1, 2021
July 1, 2021
July 1, 2021
July 1, 2021
July 1, 2021
July 1, 2021
July 1, 2021
July 1, 2021
July 1, 2021

ED

Joint Favorable Subst. C/R

APP

Joint Favorable Subst.
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10-262u(d)
New section
10-51(d)(2)
10-262j
10-262i(d)
New section
10-264i(a)(4)
10-66ee(d)(1)
10-17g
10-76d(e)(2)
10-76g(d)
10-253(b)
10-217a(i)
10-66j(e)
10-71(d)
10-266aa
APP
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The following Fiscal Impact Statement and Bill Analysis are prepared for the benefit of the members of
the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and explanation and do not
represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber thereof for any purpose. In general,
fiscal impacts are based upon a variety of informational sources, including the analyst’s professional
knowledge. Whenever applicable, agency data is consulted as part of the analysis, however final
products do not necessarily reflect an assessment from any specific department.

OFA Fiscal Note
State Impact:
Agency Affected
Education, Dept.
Department of Agriculture

Fund-Effect
GF - See Below
GF - Cost

FY 22 $
See Below
250,000

FY 23 $
See Below
250,000

Note: GF=General Fund

Municipal Impact:
Municipalities
Local and Regional School
Districts

Effect
See Below

FY 22 $
See Below

FY 23 $
See Below

Explanation
The bill contains several provisions affecting town and state
education spending.
Alliance District Funds. The bill allows the education commissioner
to allow a board of education to spend up to 10% of any increase in
Alliance District funds over the prior fiscal year in a way that was not
included in the Alliance District plan, as long as the board (1) spends it
for educational purposes only and not to supplant the local share of
education funding and (2) increases the local education funding share
for that fiscal year by the same amount. This change would increase the
local board’s minimum budget requirement (MBR) in the following year
by the amount the local share is increased.
Board Reserves. The bill also increases the amount that a regional
board of education can put into its reserve fund for capital and
nonrecurring expenditures from 1% to 2% of the annual district budget
for a fiscal year, which is procedural and does not result in a fiscal
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impact.
MBR. The bill extends the MBR statutes to apply to all future years,
which affects town education spending levels. The bill also clarifies that
CRRSAA stimulus funds as well as school security infrastructure grants
may be excluded from MBR calculations in the fiscal year following
receipt of funds, which is potentially a savings to towns, to the extent
these grants would have otherwise been included.
CT Grown for CT Kids. The bill requires the Department of
Agriculture (DoAg) to administer the CT Grown for CT Kids Grant
Program to help boards of education develop farm-to-school
programs. This provision results in costs to DoAg of $250,000 in each of
FY 22 and FY 23, including 10% for administration of the grant program.
Magnet School Transportation. Under the bill the Commissioner of
SDE is authorized to provide supplemental transportation grants to
regional educational service centers (RESCs) for magnet school
transportation for FY 21 and each following fiscal year. This results in
SDE making payments totaling approximately $5 million in FY 21 and
potential payments in future years.
Charter School Grants. The bill raises the state charter school perpupil grant from $11,250 to $11,525, which results in a cost of
approximately $3 million in both FY 22 and FY 23, and annually
thereafter.
Grant Caps. The bill caps certain education grants to local or regional
boards of education for FY 22 and FY 23, which results in a savings to
the state, and a corresponding revenue loss to local and regional boards
of education of approximately $69.9 million in FY 22 and $74.9 million
in FY 23.
Open Choice. The substitute bill extends the Open Choice program
to Danbury and Norwalk and allows for up to 50 students from each
district to participate in the 2022-23 school year. This expansion results
in a total cost of $275,000 in FY 22 and $900,000 in FY 23.
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The Out Years
The annualized ongoing fiscal impact identified above would
continue into the future subject to inflation.

sHB6618 / File No. 648

32

sHB6618

File No. 648

OLR Bill Analysis
sHB 6618
AN ACT CONCERNING FUNDING ISSUES RELATED TO PUBLIC
EDUCATION IN CONNECTICUT.
TABLE OF CONTENTS:
FILE NO. 648
§ 1 — ALLIANCE DISTRICT FUNDS
Allows a board of education, with state approval, to spend up to 10% of any increase in
alliance district funds in a way that was not included in the district’s alliance district plan,
provided certain conditions are met

§ 2 — FEDERAL COVID-19 FUNDS CARRYOVER
Allows the balance of any unspent federal funds that boards of education received for
COVID-related expenditures (including funds from the federal CARES Act and the CRRSA)
to carry forward to the next fiscal year

§ 3 — REGIONAL BOARDS OF EDUCATION CAPITAL RESERVE
FUND
Increases the amount that a regional board of education can put into its capital reserve
fund from 1% to 2% of the annual district budget for a fiscal year

§§ 4 & 5 — MINIMUM BUDGET REQUIREMENT (MBR)
Renews the MBR with all the current waivers or flexibilities (such as for a decrease in
student population or in ECS funding); adds additional MBR exclusions for federal funds
and for state school security grants; makes the MBR law permanent by removing the sunset
date; renews and makes permanent the method to determine whether a town’s education
aid has decreased or increased compared to the prior year

§ 6 — CT GROWN FOR CT KIDS GRANT
Requires the Department of Agriculture (DoAg) to administer a new CT Grown for CT Kids
Grant Program to assist boards of education in developing farm-to-school programs;
specifies what groups can apply for a grant; requires DoAg to convene an advisory
committee to assist the agency in awarding grants

§ 7 — SUPPLEMENTAL TRANSPORTATION GRANT FOR MAGNET
SCHOOLS
Changes the payment schedule and number of payments for a supplemental transportation
grant for Sheff magnet schools

§ 8 — CHARTER SCHOOL PER-STUDENT GRANT INCREASE
Increases the per-pupil grant for state charter schools from $11,250 to $11,525

§§ 9-15 — PROGRAM GRANT CAPS
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Extends to FYs 22 and 23 the current grant caps for seven programs; renews the bilingual
education grant for FYs 22 and 23

§ 16 — OPEN CHOICE PROGRAM
Expands the Open Choice Program to Danbury and Norwalk for the 2022-23 school year

BACKGROUND
§ 1 — ALLIANCE DISTRICT FUNDS
Allows a board of education, with state approval, to spend up to 10% of any increase in
alliance district funds in a way that was not included in the district’s alliance district
plan, provided certain conditions are met

Current law requires an alliance school district to spend the portion
of its education cost sharing (ECS) funds that are part of the alliance
program as specified in the district’s State Department of Education
(SDE)-approved plan. Alliance districts are the 33 lowest performing
school districts based on each district’s accountability index (AI) score
(see BACKGROUND).
The bill authorizes the education commissioner to allow a local or
regional board of education to spend a certain amount of funds in ways
that were not included in its alliance district plan. Specifically, a board
may spend up to 10% of any increase in alliance district funds over the
prior fiscal year in other ways, as long as the board:
1.

spends it for educational purposes only and does not supplant
local education funding and

2.

increases the local appropriation for education for that fiscal year
by the same amount.

Increasing the local education share would increase a town’s
minimum budget requirement (MBR) by the same amount as the
increase. Under the MBR law, a town must appropriate at least an equal
amount of education funds for the upcoming year as for the previous
year. An increase in one year creates a new minimum for the following
year with some exceptions (see below).
EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2021
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§ 2 — FEDERAL COVID-19 FUNDS CARRYOVER
Allows the balance of any unspent federal funds that boards of education received for
COVID-related expenditures (including funds from the federal CARES Act and the
CRRSA) to carry forward to the next fiscal year

For FYs 21 to 23, the bill requires that the balance of any remaining
federal funds that a local or regional board of education receives to cover
COVID-19 related expenditures not lapse and instead be carried
forward for the board to use in the next fiscal year.
The federal funds include, but are not limited to, those received
under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act
(P.L. 116-136) and the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental
Appropriations (CRRSA) Act (P.L. 116-260).
EFFECTIVE DATE: Upon passage
§ 3 — REGIONAL BOARDS OF EDUCATION CAPITAL RESERVE
FUND
Increases the amount that a regional board of education can put into its capital reserve
fund from 1% to 2% of the annual district budget for a fiscal year

The bill increases the amount that a regional board of education can
put into its reserve fund for capital and nonrecurring expenditures from
1% to 2% of the annual district budget for a fiscal year. By law and
unchanged by the bill, a fund may be created by a majority vote of the
regional board of education members and annual appropriations to the
fund are included in each member town’s share of net expenses to be
paid to the district.
EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2021
§§ 4 & 5 — MINIMUM BUDGET REQUIREMENT (MBR)
Renews the MBR with all the current waivers or flexibilities (such as for a decrease in
student population or in ECS funding); adds additional MBR exclusions for federal funds
and for state school security grants; makes the MBR law permanent by removing the
sunset date; renews and makes permanent the method to determine whether a town’s
education aid has decreased or increased compared to the prior year

The bill makes permanent the current prohibition against a town
budgeting less for education than it did in the previous fiscal year (i.e.,
the MBR). Under current law, all MBR provisions will expire on June 30,
sHB6618 / File No. 648

35

sHB6618

File No. 648

2021.
The bill (1) continues to exempt certain high-performing school
districts from the MBR; (2) renews several MBR options in current law
that allow a town to reduce its MBR in some circumstances; and (3) adds
additional MBR exclusions for federal funds and for state school
security grants for all school districts, including alliance districts.
(Generally, alliance districts are barred from MBR reductions.)
The bill also makes conforming and technical changes.
MBR Exemptions
The bill renews and makes permanent MBR exemptions for the
following: (1) any school district among the top 10% of districts as
measured by the SDE’s AI score (see BACKGROUND) index and (2)
member towns of a newly formed regional school district during the
first full fiscal year following its establishment.
New or Modified MBR Exclusions
By law for FYs 20 and 21, a school district can exclude from its MBR
calculation for the next fiscal year local supplemental appropriations or
federal funds they received to cover costs associated with COVID-19.
The law explicitly allows alliance districts to exclude these expenditures
from their calculation, as well.
Local supplemental appropriations include those from the town’s (1)
board of finance, (2) board of selectmen for a town having no board of
finance, or (3) authority making appropriations for the school district.
Districts must use these local supplemental appropriations for COVID19 expenditures that the school district’s budgeted education
appropriation for that fiscal year could not cover. This also applies to
federal funds received under the CARES Act.
The bill extends this MBR exclusion to FYs 22 and 23 and, in addition
to the CARES Act, specifically excludes the CRRSA Act funds from
MBR.
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The bill also adds a new MBR exclusion for FYs 22 and 23 for any
school security infrastructure competitive grant received in the prior
year. Under the bill, this grant does not have to be included in the school
district’s MBR calculation for the following fiscal year. Alliance districts
are eligible for this exclusion.
Permitted MBR Reductions Renewed
The bill makes permanent the current allowances for MBR reductions
under the circumstances described below.
Reductions in Enrollment. A school district may reduce its MBR if
it has reduced student enrollment during any of the five years
immediately prior to the fiscal year for which the MBR is being
calculated. The district can reduce its MBR by 50% of the net current
expenditure per resident student, multiplied by the net reduction in the
number of enrolled students, provided any year may only be used once
in this calculation. By law, resident students are the number of students
a school district must educate at the town’s expense.
No High School. A town without a high school that pays tuition to
other towns for its resident students to attend there and is paying for
fewer students than it did in the previous year can reduce its MBR by
the full amount of its lowered tuition payments.
School Closures. A town may reduce its MBR if it has permanently
closed a school due to declining enrollment at the school in the seven
FYs immediately prior to the FY for which the MBR is being calculated.
Cost Savings. A town can reduce its MBR to reflect half of any new
and documented savings from (a) increased efficiencies within its school
district, as long as the education commissioner approves the savings, or
(b) a regional collaboration or cooperative arrangement with at least one
other district. This reduction is limited to a maximum of 0.5% of the
budgeted appropriation for the prior year.
Catastrophic Events. When a self-insured school district
experiences a loss due to one or more catastrophic events during the
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prior year and must increase the following year’s education budget as a
result, the increase due to the loss is not required to be counted for the
following year’s MBR. The catastrophic event must be declared as such
by a nationally recognized catastrophe loss index provider.
ECS Reduction. A town that has a reduction in ECS aid (see below)
when compared to the previous year can reduce its MBR by an amount
that equals the amount of the reduction.
Determining Aid Gains or Losses
Under current law, school districts must determine whether they
have an FY 21 ECS aid increase or decrease in order to determine their
MBR. The bill makes this requirement permanent. As with current law,
the bill requires districts to compare the ECS aid a town is entitled to
with the amount the town received the prior year. If the current amount
is greater than the prior year’s amount, the difference between the two
is the aid increase. Likewise, if the amount the town is entitled to is less
than the amount the town received in the prior year, then the difference
is the aid decrease.
EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2021
§ 6 — CT GROWN FOR CT KIDS GRANT
Requires the Department of Agriculture (DoAg) to administer a new CT Grown for CT
Kids Grant Program to assist boards of education in developing farm-to-school programs;
specifies what groups can apply for a grant; requires DoAg to convene an advisory
committee to assist the agency in awarding grants

The bill requires DoAg, in consultation with an advisory committee
the bill also creates, to administer the new CT Grown for CT Kids Grant
Program. The bill requires the program to assist local and regional
boards of education in developing farm-to-school programs that will:
1.

increase the availability of local foods in child nutrition
programs,

2.

allow educators to use hands-on techniques to teach students
about nutrition and farm-to-school connections,
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3.

sustain relationships with local farmers and producers,

4.

enrich the educational experience of students,

5.

improve the health of Connecticut children, and

6.

enhance the state’s economy.

Eligible Applicants
The bill allows a local or regional board of education, regional
educational service center, cooperative education arrangement, child
care center, group child care home, family child care home, or any
organization or entity administering or assisting in the development of
a farm-to-school program, to apply for a grant. The agriculture
commissioner must prescribe the grant application form and process.
The grant must be used to develop or implement a school-to-farm
program, including:
1.

purchasing equipment, resources, or materials, such as local food
products, gardening supplies, field trips to farms, gleaning on
farms (collecting leftover crops after the commercial harvest is
completed), and stipends to visiting farmers;

2.

providing professional development and skills training for
educators, school nutrition professionals, parents, caregivers,
child care providers, and employees and volunteers of
organizations administering or assisting in the development and
implementation of farm-to-school programs; and

3.

piloting new purchasing systems and programs.

Advisory Committee
The bill requires DoAg to convene an advisory committee consisting
of the education commissioner, or his designee, and representatives of
stakeholder groups the agriculture commissioner selects who reflect the
state’s demographic and geographic diversity.
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The advisory committee must (1) help the department review
applications and award these grants and (2) provide technical assistance
to grant recipients to develop and implement farm-to-school programs.
Grant Awarding Priority
The bill requires the department to prioritize grants to applicants (1)
located in alliance districts or who are providers of school readiness
programs and (2) who demonstrate broad commitment from school
administrators, school nutrition professionals, educators, and
community stakeholders.
Grant Limits
The bill prohibits DoAg from awarding a grant that is more than 10%
of the total grant amount available for the fiscal year.
Donations and Gifts
The bill authorizes DoAg to accept gifts, grants, and donations,
including in-kind donations, to administer the CT Grown for CT Kids
Grant Program and implement the bill’s provisions.
Reporting Requirement
Beginning by January 1, 2023, DoAg must annually submit a report
on the program to the Education Committee. The report must include
an accounting of the funds appropriated and received by the
department, including descriptions of each grant awarded, how the
recipient used the grant, and an evaluation of the program and the
success of local farm-to-school programs that received grants through
the program.
EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2021
§ 7 — SUPPLEMENTAL TRANSPORTATION GRANT FOR MAGNET
SCHOOLS
Changes the payment schedule and number of payments for a supplemental transportation
grant for Sheff magnet schools

The bill changes the payment schedule and frequency for
supplemental transportation grants for magnet schools that help the
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state meet its obligations under the Sheff v. O’Neill desegregation court
decision.
Under current law’s payment schedule, (1) up to 70% of the grant
may be paid on or before June 30 and (2) the remainder must be paid by
September 1 of the following fiscal year upon completion of a
comprehensive financial review.
Starting with FY21, and for each fiscal year thereafter, the bill
presumably requires these grants be paid as follows:
1.

any unpaid balance of documented, eligible transportation costs
(including vendor bills) incurred on or before December 31 must
be paid on or before February 1;

2.

any unpaid balance of documented, eligible transportation costs
incurred on or before March 31 must be paid on or before May 1;
and

3.

the balance of the grant must be paid on or before September 1 of
the following fiscal year after a comprehensive financial review.

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2021
§ 8 — CHARTER SCHOOL PER-STUDENT GRANT INCREASE
Increases the per-pupil grant for state charter schools from $11,250 to $11,525

Beginning in FY 22 and for each following year, the bill increases the
per-pupil grant for state charter schools from $11,250 to $11,525.
EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2021
§§ 9-15 — PROGRAM GRANT CAPS
Extends to FYs 22 and 23 the current grant caps for seven programs; renews the bilingual
education grant for FYs 22 and 23

The bill caps education grants to local or regional boards of education
for FYs 22 and 23. The caps, which are currently set to expire on June 30,
2021, require that grants be proportionately reduced if the state budget
appropriations do not fund the full amounts required by the respective
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statutory formulas. The caps apply to grants for the following programs:
1.

bilingual education (CGS § 10-17g);

2.

school districts’ special education costs for public agency-placed
students under an order of temporary custody (CGS § 10-76d);

3.

school districts’ excess special education costs (CGS § 10-76g);

4.

excess regular education costs for state-placed children educated
by private residential facilities (CGS § 10-253);

5.

health grants for private nonprofit schools (CGS § 10-217a);

6.

regional educational services centers (RESCs) (CGS § 10-66j); and

7.

adult education programs (CGS § 10-71).

The bill also renews the bilingual education grant for the FYs 22 and
23.
EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2021
§ 16 — OPEN CHOICE PROGRAM
Expands the Open Choice Program to Danbury and Norwalk for the 2022-23 school year

The bill provides $275,000 in FY 22 and $900,000 in FY 23 to pilot an
expansion of the Open Choice Program for up to 50 students from
Danbury and 50 from Norwalk in the 2022-23 school year.
Open Choice is a voluntary inter-district public school attendance
program that allows students from urban districts to attend suburban
schools and vice versa, on a space-available basis. Its purpose is to
reduce racial, ethnic, and economic isolation; improve academic
achievement; and provide public school choice. SDE provides a perstudent grant for school districts that receive Open Choice students.
Under the bill, Danbury students may attend school in New Fairfield,
Brookfield, Bethel, Ridgefield, and Redding school districts and
Norwalk students may attend school in the Darien, New Canaan,
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Wilton, Weston, and Westport school districts. School districts that
received students from Danbury or Norwalk under the pilot program
during the 2022-2023 school year must allow these students to attend
until they graduate from high school.
The bill requires SDE to provide a $4,000 per-student grant to each
district receiving Danbury or Norwalk students for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2023. For FY 24 and each year following, SDE must
provide receiving districts with per-student grants based on existing
law’s Open Choice per-student grant schedule, which ranges from
$3,000 to $8,000 per student.
Districts receive a larger grant if the number of Open Choice students
reflects a greater amount of the district’s student population. For
example, a district receives $3,000 per student if Open Choice students
are less than 2% of the district’s total student population. The grant
amount increases incrementally until, at the highest amount, a district
receives $8,000 per student if Open Choice students are equal to or
greater than 4% of the district’s total student population.
The bill also extends the program’s transportation aid component for
FY 2022 and each fiscal year thereafter.
EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2021
BACKGROUND
Accountability Index Scores
“Accountability index” for a school district or an individual school
means the score resulting from multiple weighted measures that (1)
include the mastery test scores and, if appropriate, high school
graduation rates and (2) may include academic growth over time,
attendance and chronic absenteeism, postsecondary education and
career readiness, enrollment in and graduation from institutions of
higher education and postsecondary education programs, civics and
arts education, and physical fitness (CGS § 10-223e(a)).
COMMITTEE ACTION
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Education Committee
Joint Favorable Substitute Change of Reference - APP
Yea
32
Nay 6
(03/22/2021)
Appropriations Committee
Joint Favorable Substitute
Yea
50
Nay 0
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