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Issue  

This report summarizes and presents (1) the 2009 memorandum of agreement between the City of 

New Haven, Town of East Haven, and the Tweed–New Haven Airport Authority concerning the 

Tweed–New Haven Regional Airport and (2) New Haven’s 2019 termination of that agreement. 

 

Agreement Summary 

Under the agreement (see Attachment 1), New Haven, East Haven, and the Airport Authority 

generally agreed to: 

1. limit the airport’s Runway 2-20 to its existing paved length of 5,600 feet; 

2. dismiss two lawsuits related to the construction of runway safety areas at the airport; 

3. remove obstructions affecting the airport that are situated on public property; 

4. coordinate on the Airport Authority’s construction of certain runway safety areas; 

5. establish a community advisory board and good neighbor program; 

6. expand the airport’s commercial service, subject to specific limits and conditions; and 

7. add and distribute new passenger fees. 
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The group also agreed to pursue a series of state legislative initiatives during the 2009 session. 

Specifically, to: 

1. limit Runway 2-20 to 5,600 feet, 

2. make specific modifications to the composition of the Airport Authority’s board, 

3. increase the state grants in lieu of taxes for the airport that are provided to New Haven and 

East Haven, 

4. appropriate $2 million in each of the next two fiscal years towards the Airport Authority’s 

operating costs, and 

5. preserve $5 million in bond appropriations for airport improvements. 

 

The agreement took effect on March 16, 2009, subject to certain termination clauses. It was 

signed by New Haven Mayor John DeStefano, Jr.; East Haven Mayor April Almon; and Airport 

Authority Chair Mark Volchek.  

 

Five state legislators (Senator Martin Looney, Senator Leonard Fasano, Representative Michael 

Lawlor, Representative Robert Megna, and Representative Vincent Candelora) expressed support 

for the agreement’s efforts in a signed statement that accompanied the agreement. 

 

Termination Summary 

In a letter dated January 2, 2019 (see Attachment 2), New Haven Mayor Toni Harp terminated the 

agreement based on one of its termination clauses, specifically the failure of the state legislature to 

accomplish all of the above legislative initiatives during the 2009 session. She specifically cited 

failing to increase the state grants in lieu of taxes and appropriate the funds for the Airport 

Authority’s operating costs.     

 

Related Legislation 

In 2009, the state legislature passed PA 09-7, September Special Session. This act amended CGS 

§ 15-120i, modifying the Airport Authority board’s composition, and added CGS § 15-120j(c), 

limiting Runway 2-20 to 5,600 feet. However, in 2019, the U.S. Second Circuit Court of Appeals 

invalidated the runway statute in Tweed-New Haven Airport Auth. v. Tong, 930 F.3d 65 (2d Cir. 

2019), cert. denied, 140 S. Ct. 2508, (2020). For more information on the invalidation of CGS § 15-

120j(c), see OLR Report 2020-R-0199. 
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Attachment 1 

2009 Memorandum of Agreement Concerning Tweed-New Haven Airport 

(Taken from Mayor John DeStefano Jr. Papers Binder March 2009 pages 328 to 332.) 

 

https://archives.lib.uconn.edu/islandora/object/470002%3A57108/datastream/PDF/download
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Attachment 1 (continued) 
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Attachment 1 (continued) 
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Attachment 1 (continued) 
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Attachment 1 (continued) 

 



2020-R-0238 September 17, 2020 Page 8 of 9 
 

Attachment 2 

2019 Termination of the Memorandum of Agreement 

(Taken from the Tweed-New Haven Airport website.) 

 

http://www.flytweed.com/files/Mayor_Harp_MOA_Termination_Letter.pdf


2020-R-0238 September 17, 2020 Page 9 of 9 
 

Attachment 2 (continued) 
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