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Testimony in Support of: 
HB 5387 An Act Concerning Workers' Compensation Benefits For Members Of Underwater Search And 

Rescue Teams And Canine Search And Rescue Teams. 

Good afternoon, Honorable Chairwomen Rep. Porter and Sen. Kushner, members of the Labor and Public 

Employees Committee, the Uniformed Professional Firefighters Association of Connecticut represents  60 Local 

affiliates of the International Association of Firefighters, comprising approximately 4,000 Union fi ref ighters in 

Connecticut.  

Having a safety net for emergency responders in the event they are injured performing a hazardous operation is 

paramount to Connecticut’s firefighters. Extending workers’ compensation benefits to dive rescue operators and canine 

SAR teams is a logical and prudent step in protecting those that protect the general public. 

Therefore, as an organization, the UPFFA supports and requests HB 5387 move forward. 

Thank you, 
 
 
Rick Hart 

Director, Legislative and Political Affairs  

Uniformed Professional Firefighters Association of Connecticut
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