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Disclaimer: The following JOINT FAVORABLE Report is prepared for the benefit of the
members of the General Assembly, solely for purposes of information, summarization and
explanation and does not represent the intent of the General Assembly or either chamber
thereof for any purpose.

SPONSORS OF BILL:

Rep. Gary A. Turco, 27th Dist.
Rep. Bob Godfrey, 110th Dist.
Rep. Christine Conley, 40th Dist.
Rep. Kate Rotella, 43rd Dist.

Rep. Holly H. Cheeseman, 37th Dist.
Rep. Dorinda Borer, 115th Dist.
Rep. Devin R. Carney, 23rd Dist.
Rep. Lucy Dathan, 142nd Dist.
Rep. Dave W. Yaccarino, 87th Dist.
Rep. Brandon L. McGee, 5th Dist.
Rep. Kim Rose, 118th Dist.

REASONS FOR BILL:

The bipartisan bill was made to address the issue of many citizens in the State of Connecticut
not being able to afford their Diabetes medications and to counteract the rising cost of
managing the disease.

RESPONSE FROM ADMINISTRATION/AGENCY:

Representative Holly Cheeseman supports the bill as it takes a step toward addressing the
ever-escalating costs of insulin and the supplies necessary to treat and control diabetes.
Insulin was discovered almost one hundred years ago by Sir Frederick Banting this gave
people with diabetes the chance to live longer. In the last decade, the price of insulin has
nearly tripled, even though the formulation has stayed the same. By mandating affordable
access to insulin, this legislature can preserve the health of thousands of residents in this
state, along with their eyes, kidneys, limbs, and hearts.
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Shawn T. Wooden, Treasurer State of Connecticut supports the bill as it addresses the
increasing cost of insulin. Discussions are actively being had with various pharmaceutical
companies such as Lilly and Novartis that manufacture diabetes related prescriptions to help
further reduce costs.

Representative Jesse Maclachlan supports the bill as the rising cost of prescription drugs is
an issue for the entire country that effects everyone. This bill will make Connecticut a more
affordable place to live

Ted Doolittle, Office of the Healthcare Advocate support the bill as it will help one in ten
Connecticut residents who have been diagnosed with diabetes. Medical expenses for those
with diabetes are 2.3 times higher than those without. The bill does not address the
underlining issue of overpricing of the drug and suggests the legislature introduce
mechanisms to address that.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF SUPPORT:

Leigh Bak, APRN, ACNS-BC, CDCES, Milford, CT supports and points out that even a
single day going without insulin can cause death for these people with type 1 diabetes. Living
with Diabetes is hard enough on its own we should remove the barriers to good self-care.

Jan Berry supports the bill but also concluded that what we additionally need health care
transparency to see how insurance companies are charging consumers.

Connecticut Association of Health Plans looks forward to working with the committee to
address this issue but notes this bill does nothing to address the true issue. This being the
underlying cost of insulin and insulin related treatments by the drug manufactures. Until this is
addressed the cost will continue to be paid by the consumers either by increased copays or
increased premiums.

Amanda Branson supports the bill but would like to see the section on Diabetes equipment
and supplies expanded to include insulin delivery supplies including insulin pumps, pump
sites, and blood glucose monitoring systems.

Jean Card Madison, CT supports the bill and has a son Michael who is one of 1.25 million
individuals in the United States who lives with Type 1 diabetes. The disease is only
manageable because of the numerous testing equipment and medications which make living
with Type 1 diabetes manageable that are not always covered by insurance.

Jonathan R Chappell supports the bill although it is not perfect. It at least makes treatment
of Diabetes including the cost of insulin less expensive and gives a safety net to individuals in
crises allowing pharmacists to dispense insulin without a prescription. Nobody should die
because they could not access insulin allowing pharmacists helps someone avoid a crisis is
worth it.

Michell Cheney Watertown, CT supports the bill. He lives in Watertown with an 8-year-old
type 1 diabetic daughter named Kira who was diagnosed when they were 3 years old. Insulin
is a drug diabetic can't live without that insurance companies take advantage off by raising
prices 1200% in the last 20 years. It only costs $4 to $6 to produce a vial, yet a single vial
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approximately one month of life for my daughter can cost $500 out of pocket and is only good
for 28 days when opened. They are also advocating for more specific language known as
“Kevin’s Law”. The amount that would save one diabetic’s life would not nearly be enough to
sustain another.

Debra Daniels supports the Kevin’s Law portion of the bill that helps emergency refills of
their insulin and diabetes related supplies.

Kristen Whitney Daniel, T1International’s Connecticut #insulin4all, chapter leader
supports the bill as it will help curb insulin prices and help provide immediate insulin access
to people with diabetes in emergencies.

Lisa DeGroff Kensington, CT support the bill as it will help push for transparency and lower
insulin prices.

Madeline DelGreco supports the bill and is a type 1 diabetic. Without insulin they would die
within a few days. Passing this bill would make a huge difference in their life and the lives of
many diabetics in CT.

Tom DeNoto supports the bill and has a son with type 1 diabetes. Without proper insulin
dosages they will not remain healthy. Insulin controls will help insure they have a future.

Stephanie Dias specifically supports provisions in the bill that caps out of pocket costs at
$50 per month. They noted that Colorado and Utah have recently passed similar legislation.

Anna Doroghazi, AARP Connecticut supports the bill as it will save lives by setting a cap
on insulin and relive financial burdens related to treatment of diabetes. AARP suggests that
the efforts to limit out -of-pocket costs be done with a policy to lower the price of the drug
itself and increase competition in the pharmaceutical market.

Thomas E. Dykas, Connecticut, #insulin4all Chapter Member supports the bill but urges
caution on the wording in the bill. Thomas brings up Kevin's law as an example of why
wording is important, and that Kevin's story is an example of why wording is extremely
important.

Jill Ely, Stamford Health Medical Group, MSN, FNP-BC supports the bill that caps the cost
sharing for diabetes medications and supplies. People should not have to ration their
medications or beg for samples of diabetes medications.

Kathy Flaherty, Executive Director, CT Legal Rights Project supports the bill as they have
family, friends and colleagues who face adversity living with diabetes. This bill will limit
monthly costs of insulin and diabetic supplies.

Janelle Gauthier supports the bill that will cap insulin and diabetes supplies for all at $50.

Stephen Habbe, Director of State Government Affairs, American Diabetes Association
offers conditional support for the bill. For the association to fully support the bill it would like
for the legislation to ensure that the caps listed are connected with the word and not with the
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word or. Without this proposed change to the language the legislation may not require all the
caps to be implemented.

Carrie Haislip, Country Woods Lane Southbury, CT supports the bill as an adult living with
type 1 diabetes this would provide an extra measure of reassurance knowing they won't go
into debt paying for the medical costs of diabetes.

Danny Houdeshell, Avon Lake, Ohio supports the bill and hopes it will save lives. Their son
was Kevin who died due to not being allowed an emergency refill of insulin. They hope that
their story and subsequent inspiration of the Kevin's law movement around all 50 states will
help push similar legislation through to better people lives with diabetes.

Stamford Health supports certain parts of the bill as it limits out-of-pocket costs for people
trying to access diabetes drug, equipment and testing supplies to treat their disease.
Concerns are raised with section 3 that requires pharmacists dispense insulin drugs as well
as equipment for patients who are inpatients in hospitals.

Bunny Kasper, Hamden CT, supports the bill as a 76-year-old type 1 diabetic it would help
reduce the cost of his medication, but it would also have saved those he knew from rationing
there medication just to get by.

Kathleen Kirrane, #Insulin4all, Newtown, CT supports the bill because insulin is as vital to
them as oxygen.

Cathy LaBrecque supports the bill because unless legislation like this passes access to
insulin will be unobtainable due to rising costs.

Hobie Lewis, Woodbury, CT supports this bill as they believe it is not fair to spends
thousands on insulin supplies.

Misty Lewis, Woodbury, CT supports this bill as she and her son both have type 1 diabetes.
Each year they spend thousands of dollars despite having what is considered good health
insurance. They would like more done and clearer language on Kevin's law regarding the 30
days supplies.

Kasia J Lipska, MD, MHS, Yale School of Medicine supports the bill as they believe the
costs of insulin must be controlled. Capping insulin co-payments will help many patients, but
other non-insulin supplies must also be capped such as what they need to monitor their blood
sugars which are critical.

Melissa Marshall, J.D., Coordinator, CT Cross Disability Lifespan Alliance supports the
bill as the rate of diabetes diagnosis has increased but so has the price of insulin. This bill will
address this issue.

Kit McKinnon, #insulin4all Haddam, CT supports the bill as it will help those with high
deductible health plans and provide a way to receive emergency access to insulin.
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Logan Merwin, Haddam, CT supports the bill because as a 13-year-old it would make it
easier for their family to afford the medicine they need for the diagnosis of diabetes he got at
the age of 17 months.

Samantha Merwin Haddam, CT supports the bill because their child has been living with
type one diabetes for 12 years. The costs are high due to their insurance and this legislation
would help them.

Campbell Mitchell, Ridgefield, CT supports the bills as they live with type 1 diabetes and
spend more money on insulin then they do on a college education.

Ron Monticone, Beacon Falls, CT supports the bill as it would make insulin readily
affordable for all.

Keerti Murari, MD, supports the bill as complications can arise from diabetes and this bill will
make sure those with diabetes have access to insulin.

Kathryn Nagel, MD, New Haven, CT #insulin4all supports the bill even though it is not
perfect. It has parts of Kevin's law in the bill but would like to see improvements and
guarantees of coverage for the emergency usage of insulin to make sure lives can be saved.

Laura Nally, MD, Outreach Leader for the Connecticut Chapter of Insulin4all supports
this bill as this would help those who are struggling to obtain insulin and diabetes supplies.
Diabetes affects everyone regardless of your socioeconomic standing that is why if they
believe if need help you should receive it.

Jamie Perry, JDRF, Guilford, CT supports the bill as it would help cap out of pocket costs
on insulin and insulin supplies. However, they suggest expanding upon the legislation that
relates to Kevin's law as they would like to see additional protections on emergency refills.

Carrie Rand-Anastasiades, Executive Director, Connecticut Association of Community
Pharmacies recognizes the bill takes steps to stop the increasing price of insulin but has
concerns about section 3. They believe the dispatchment of insulin and insulin related drugs
needs to be a mandate. This can be accomplished by the replacement of the word "shall with
"may" in the language. Lastly the insurer must be required to reimburse for the usage of an
emergency supply otherwise the pharmacy would be left responsible for paying the cost.

John Peters, MD, Yale-New Haven Hospital, supports this bill because people using less
insulin then prescribed leads to more costs on our health care system. This bill would help
people get the care they need as patient assistant programs and coupons are not enough.

Andrea Petitte, American Diabetes Association Advocacy supports the bill because the
high cost of insulin makes it difficult for people to manage their diabetes.

Marissa Pires, North Haven, CT supports the bill because living with a 9-year-old son with
type 1 diabetes puts a large finical strain on the family due to the increasing cost of insulin.
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Jesus Morales Sanchez supports this bill as it would help lowers the significant finical
burden having type 1 diabetes puts on the family due to rising insulin and diabetes testing
costs.

Theresa Sanderson, Administrator, West Hartford Health & Rehabilitation Center
supports the bill as it will benefit everyone by allowing people with diabetes to manage the
disease with out having to worry about the cost of their insulin.

Douglas Schwan, Juvenile Diabetes Foundation, Insulin4All supports the bill but offers
input that the main problem is the pharmaceutical companies. He suggests correcting the
problem start with making insulin accessible over the counter and that any diabetic related
supply be accessible and affordably as well.

Elisa Shaholli, Wolcott, CT supports this bill as it would help families stop having to think
between if they have enough money to go to college or pay for their insulin.

Ashley Silvestrini supports the bill since they have a child with type 1 diabetes, and this
would help alleviate their and everyone's financial burdens when dealing with diabetes costs.

Tara Smock, Woodstock, CT supports this bill as they have a 12-year-old with type 1
diabetes this will help us and everyone with diabetes manage the costs associated with the
diseases.

Tom Swan, Executive Director, Connecticut Citizen Action Group supports this bill as the
high cost of insulin is detrimental to families and this is harming patients.

Eli Terris, #insulin4all, Yale School of Forestry & Environmental Studies supports the
bill because the uninsured and underinsured are vulnerable without this bill's protection
against the rising price of insulin.

Steve Thornguist, MD, CT Society of Eye Physicians supports the bill as it would help
address the issue of the rising cost of insulin in CT. However, physicians cannot be
responsible for collecting deductibles as they currently are. Their solution would be to make
the medications more affordable and Insurers should be expected to pay the agreed service
charges at reasonable deductible amounts.

Darren Tishler, MD, FACS, FASMBS, Glastonbury CT supports the bill as this will help
people always have access to their medication

Jill Zorn, Senior Policy Officer Universal Health Care Foundation of Connecticut
supports the bill as people with diabetes risk serious injury and death if they cannot afford
their medication. Eventually the Foundation would like to see out-of-pocket protections like
these to cover all prescription drugs as high deductible health plans do not provide adequate
protection for people with chronic iliness.

NATURE AND SOURCES OF OPPOSITION:

None Expressed

Page 6 of 7 HB-5175



Reported by: Lawrence Sanchez Date: 03/06/2020
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