Rebimbas; and Members of Judiciary Committee, thank you for this opportunity to testify. I am
here in support of HB691. My name is Richard DelValle, I am part of the clean slate campaign
organized by Congregations Organized for a New Connecticut or CONNECT.

My criminal record has affected my past, my present, and my future. The years were
1992-1994, I was charged with a string of crimes mostly larcenies and drug possessions which |
committed to feed my addiction.

When [ was a kid, I worshipped my dad. He was handsome, strong, and funny. He would
wrestle with me and tell me how much he loved me. But he had an ugly, violent side, and |
feared him. He left scars on my soul that I still bear today. He was a drug addict.

I became addicted too, when [ was still a teenager in high school. T was a scared young
man with very low self-esteem. [ started smoking marijuana and drinking alcohol, and, as my
drug use escalated, I lost interest in school and in sports. I had loved sports. I ended up dropping
out of high school, began using harder drugs, and got into a lot of legal trouble. I fell farther and
farther into the abyss of drug use, and my whole life unraveled before me. I felt worthless and
hopeless.

After years of battling my drug addiction and repeated arrests, I was finally able to get
clean and sober. I have now been alcohol and drug free for over eleven years, and my life has
been transformed. Today I am a husband and the father of two sons, Ricky and Carson. My wife
Jessica and T own and run five recovery houses for men, with a total of sixty-five beds, in New
Haven, Our houses provide structure, accountability, and support to men battling the disease of
addiction.

At thé beginning of my own recovery, one of the biggest obstacles I faced was finding a
job. Again, and again I was turned away because of my criminal past. I felt inadequate as a man,
and my future seemed so bleak. I felt that I was destined for a job without real purpose or
financial security. After working one meaningless job after another, I decided to go back to
school and become a drug and alcohol counselor. After I graduated, we opened our recovery
houses in New Haven.

Today 1 have the honor and privilege of working with men with substance abuse issues,




employment is a huge step forward in their lives. [ know that having no purpose in my life was a
big part of what kept me stuck in my disease. When a man in early recovery has a job, he starts
to feel good about himself and regain his self-esteem, beginning to feel human again,

My goal here today is not only to get my own record expunged, but also to help the men
in my houses, and all those across the state whose nonviolent, drug-related crimes are well in the
past and who deserve a chance at a future.

My two sons and I often wrestle together just as my father did with me, but the
similarities stop there. My sons are never afraid of me. [ am a very different kind of role model
for them than my own father, I want them fo always be proud to call me their dad. Passing Clean

Slate SB 691 will benefit individuals like me and families like mine. Thank you.




