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Dear Senator Moore, Representative Abercrombie and distinguished members of the Human
Services Committee,

I am pleased to be writing in support of HB 7359: An Act Concerning a Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender, and Queer Health and Human Services Network. Thank you for giving this bill a
hearing. I strongly support HB 7359, which will form a committee to make recommendations to
the state regarding the healthcare and human services for LGBTQ+ people in Connecticut.

I am the Program Coordinator for the Rainbow Center, which means that I work in one of the
centers listed as a member of the proposed network in this bill. I have worked at the University
of Connecticut’s Rainbow Center for 3 years, and I have had numerous experiences where
students, faculty, and staff shared difficulties accessing adequate healthcare or human services.
A network like that which is proposed in this bill would help to address these needs.

At this point, similar networks exist in New York and California, and Connecticut has a unique
opportunity to join these states with this groundbreaking initiatives. We know that health
disparities among different populations in the LGBTQ community face different barriers and
forms of discrimination. For example, 39% of bisexual men and 33% of bisexual women do not
disclose their sexual identity to any medical provider, compared with 13% of gay men and 10%
of lesbiansi. It is important to have a network like this dedicated to learning and communicating
these discrepancies, which may not be immediately understood by health and human services
providers. This network, as it is proposed, integrates a great many voices and perspectives,
which is critical to the success of the work.

I know stories where adult students had their identities released to their parents unnecessarily,
where mental health care providers made assumptions about students’ needs based on their
identities, and students accessing housing or court documents were placed in uncomfortable
scenarios. Often, if a student encounters a concern on campus, I can work with them to address
and remedy the scenario. This network would provide us, and many service providers across
the state, the opportunity to address concerns throughout the state.

By endorsing this network, Connecticut will send a clear message to its LGBTQ+ citizens that
their experiences matter. Additionally, by providing an opportunity for these resource centers,
service providers, and other designees to gather and discuss the Connecticut state of affairs,
you will open the door for groundbreaking accomplishments in the area of inclusive health and
human services provisions. I ask that you please take this opportunity to support the LGBTQ
community through your support for this bill.

Thank you for your time,
Julia Anderson
1100 Hartford Turnpike, Apt. 613
Vernon, CT 06066
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https://www.hrc.org/resources/health-disparities-among-bisexual-people

