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sHJ-161
RESOLUTION PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO THE STATE
CONSTITUTION TO ALLOW FOR EARLY VOTING AND NOEXCUSE ABSENTEE VOTING.
As Amended by House "A" (LCO 7493)
House Calendar No.: 237

OFA Fiscal Note
State Impact:
Agency Affected
Secretary of the State

Fund-Effect
GF - Cost

FY 20 $
None

FY 21 $
5,000

Note: GF=General Fund

Municipal Impact: None
Explanation
The resolution proposes an amendment to the State Constitution to:
1) eliminate the requirement that electors gather on the day of an
election to vote for state officers and state legislators, 2) allow the
General Assembly to provide by law for in-person early voting before
any state or municipal election, and 3) eliminate the requirement that
the second list of results for state officers and state legislators, which
must be delivered to the Secretary of the State, be delivered under seal.
The Secretary of the State is anticipated to incur a cost of $5,000 in
FY 21 (for the November 2020 election) for providing posters with the
proposed constitutional amendment question and explanation to each
polling place in every municipality.
This cost will cover the printing and mailing of the posters. Since all
materials required for placing a constitutional amendment on the
ballot are supplied by the State, and the vote will occur on the same
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day as a regularly scheduled statewide election, no costs will be
incurred by municipalities.
House “A” strikes the original resolution and its associated fiscal
impact, thus becoming the resolution with the above referenced fiscal
impact.
The Out Years
The cost identified above is one-time. However, the FY 21 cost
may be shifted into FY 23 pursuant to the requirements of the
constitutional amendment process.
The preceding Fiscal Impact statement is prepared for the benefit of the members of the General Assembly,
solely for the purposes of information, summarization and explanation and does not represent the intent of the
General Assembly or either chamber thereof for any purpose. In general, fiscal impacts are based upon a variety
of informational sources, including the analyst’s professional knowledge. Whenever applicable, agency data is
consulted as part of the analysis, however final products do not necessarily reflect an assessment from any
specific department.

