I oppose The proposals Senate Bill 457 AN ACT CONCERNING THE SIZE OF
SCHOOL DISTRICTS- Requires any school district with a student population of fewer
than two thousand students to join a new or an existing regional school district until that
district equals two thousand or more.
Senate Bill 738 AN ACT CONCERNING THE CREATION OF REGIONAL SCHOOL
DISTRICTS- Requires towns to join state-created regional school districts similar in size
to the state’s Probate Districts.
Governor’s Bill SB 874 AN ACT CONCERNING EDUCATION INITIATIVES AND
SERVICES IN CONNECTICUT
To regionalize school districts will have a significant negative impact on the Lyme-Old
Lyme Schools. Besides the fact that the proposals suggest splitting our outstanding
district in two, the idea that it will somehow save money has no merit. Other states that
function with large county school systems, such as is proposed, end up with enormous
districts that actually cost the taxpayer more money due to the sheer size of the
organizations and the numerous layers of bureaucracy that are required to run them. Of
greatest concern is the idea that we will lose our small local schools which are vitally
important to the success of our students. Students could be forced to endure lengthy
bus rides, attend massive schools where they loose personal connection with their
teachers, and our communities will no longer have the ability to manage the education
of our children. Districts across the state, ours included, already engage in regional
services that save money. To force this upon our schools based on arbitrary enrollment
and population numbers is foolish and short-sighted. We are not opposed to the idea of
regionalizing services, and in fact do so in many areas, but are opposed to the idea of
the state mandating this with no data to support their actions. Many of our residents
have chosen to move to our towns because of their small size. The proposed legislation
stands in contrast to the desire of those residents to live in a community that has that
“small-town America” feel. The idea of local control is a concept that is rooted in our
New England heritage. Please make sure your voice is heard to ensure that decisions
involving education services are made at the local level.
Andrea Fenton Old Lyme CT

