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Senate Bill No. 412 — An Act Restricting the Use of Incentives for the Development of Solar Arrays on
Agricultural Land

House Bill No. 6547 — An Act Concerning a Connecticut Green Plan and Resource Use Inventory for Energy
Infrastructure

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony regarding Senate Bill No. 412 ~ An Act Restricting the Use
of Incentives for the Development of Solar Arrays on Agricultural Land and House Bill No. 6547 — An Act
Concerning a Connecticut Green Plan and Resource Use Inventory for Energy Infrastructure. The Department
of Energy and Environmental Protection {DEEP) welcomes the opportunity to offer the foliowing testimony to
provide context on DEEP’s existing authority to implement the goals of these proposed bills.

As part of DEEP's Comprehensive Energy Strategy proceeding and in response to DEEP’s selection of clean
energy respurces pursuant to Public Act 15-107, An Act Concerning Affordable and Reliable Energy (P.A. 15-107)
and Sections 6 and 7 of Public Act 13-303, An Act Concerning Connecticut’s Clean Energy Goals {P.A. 13-303),
DEEP co-convened a workshop with the Department of Agriculture on January 10, 2017 regarding state
renewable energy programs and their intersection with environmental, agricultural, and land use policy goals.
The presenters and stakeholder comments at this workshop provided useful information, including the
predominant theme of harmonizing muitiple policy objectives. All of the presentations from the January 10
workshop can be found online,?

As part of its solicitations issued pursuant to P.A. 15-107, DEEP Energy and Environmental Quality Bureaus
worked closely with the Department of Agriculture to assess the environmental and land use impacts of the
renewable energy project proposals submitted in response to the solicitations. The environmental and land use
impacts were a factor, but not the sole driver in the qualitative evaluation of the process.

Going forward, there are several administrative steps that DEEP intends to take relating to the siting of
renewable energy sources. For example, for future request for proposals {RFPs), DEEP is evaluating how
environmental land use requirements can be included as a threshold criteria in its solicitation process, meaning
a project that does not meet certain siting criteria will not be evaluated or considered for selection. For future
RFPs, we are in the process of creating a threshold standard around protection of prime and important
agricultural soils, core forests and endangered species as an example.

in fact, as part of its reissuance of the draft RFP to implement the shared clean energy facility pilot program on
February 1, 2017, DEEP has outlined siting restrictions and is in the process of deveioping criteria to limit
renewable development that is located on prime and important farmland or historic preservation properties, or
projects that clear core forests or impact endangered, threatened, and special concern species and significant
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natural communities.? In addition, as part of its approval of grid-side system enhancements demonstration
projects submitted by the electric distribution companies (EDCs) pursuant to Section 103 of June Special Session
Public Act 15-5, DEEP has committed to work with the EDCs and the University of Connecticut Center for Land
Use Education and Research {CLEAR) to develop comprehensive mapping tools for clean energy developers. As
part of their demonstration projects, the EDCs are developing distribution system capacity maps for
stakeholders to see areas on the distribution grid that would benefit from distributed energy resources. CLEAR is
developing mapping tools to identify environmental, topographic, and other land use characteristics throughout
the state. DEEP will explore the extent to which the end products of these efforts can be merged together to
provide stakeholders with a comprehensive land use and distribution system mapping tool.

The renewable siting workshop DEEP co-convened with the Department of Agriculture on January 10, 2017
began this important discussion, and DEEP will be evaluating the comments and suggestions received from
stakeholders as a follow-up to the workshop. DEEP is in the process of formulating the siting criteria for any
future RFPs based on feedback from that workshop and is piloting some of those criteria through the draft RFP
for shared clean energy facilities.

In summary, DEEP will continue to address these issues around renewable energy siting through its existing
authority continuing the constructive dialogue in collaboration with other state agencies including the Office of
Policy and Management and the Department of Agriculture, and looks forward to working with the Committee
on Senate Bill No. 412 ~ An Act Restricting the Use of incentives for the Development of Solar Arrays on
Agricultural Land and House Bill No. 6547 — An Act Concerning A Connecticut Green Plan and Resource Use
Inventory for Energy Infrastructure,

Thank you for the opportunity to present testimony on these proposals. If you should require any additional
information, please contact Lee Sawyer, DEEP’s Legislative Liaison, at 860.424.3332 or Lee.Sawyer@ct.gov.

2 DEEP will hold a technical meeting on February 14, 2017 to receive comments on the shased clean energy pilot and will accept written comments until
February 23, 2017 at DEEP.EnergyBureau@ct.gov
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