
 

 

 

September 20, 2016 

Dear Sen. Fonfara, Rep. Carpino and Members of the Legislative Program Review and 
Investigations Committee: 

I am writing today to describe the extremely positive interaction I and my staff have 
had with the Commission on Human Rights and Opportunities recently. The Connecticut 
After School Network has been a partner with CHRO for the past two years as part of 
the US Attorney's Education Workgroup. In this capacity we have partnered to provide 
support on ADA issues related to after school and summer programs to provide 
education to these child care providers about their responsibilities under the law and 
help them to prevent problems.  In addition, we have worked with CHRO on their annual 
School to Prison Pipeline conference. CHRO actively addresses issues of inequity and 
access, two common themes we see in many urban settings related to after school 
and summer programs.  

In a recent Afterschool Alliance (2016) report, the demand for afterschool programs in 
communities of concentrated poverty is much higher than the national average, where 
more than half of children (56 percent) not in an afterschool program would be enrolled 
in one if it were available to them, compared to the national average of 41 percent. The 
role of CHRO ensures that these conversations are part of the public discourse and are 
a valuable asset to children and families. The field of youth development has greatly 
benefited from their work, and we wanted to share this with the committee. We look 
forward to continuing this successful partnership with CHRO. 

Sincerely,  

 
 

Michelle Doucette Cunningham 
Executive Director


