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Senate Bill #133 An Act Concerning Licensing Professional Counselors

The Department of Public Health (DPH} is opposed to Senate Bill #133 as currently written. The
bill would eliminate the existing category of “Licensed Professional Counselor” and create two
new licensure categories: “Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor, and “Licensed Master
Professional Counselor.”

The proposed language creates two tiers of professional counselors with no distinction
between their scopes of practice. The bill would essentially allow the less credentialed Licensed
Master Professional Counselor to perform the exact same duties as the more credentialed
Licensed Clinical Professional Counselor.

The Department is also concerned about the proposed changes to the current statutory
qualifications for some of the professions authorized to provide post-graduate professional
supervision to professional counselors. Current law requires a supervising physician to be a
board certified psychiatrist, and a supervising advanced practice registered nurse (APRN) to be
certified as a clinical specialist in adult psychiatric and mental health. This proposal eliminates
these requirements for supervising physicians and APRNs. The Department feels that, due to
the nature of professional counseling, the existing statutory credentials for supervisors should
remain.

The proposed language also includes a requirement that the proposed “Licensed Master
Professiona! Counselor” have completed six hundred hours of mental health counseling.
However, no definition of “mental health counseling” is proposed to describe how such
counseling is different from the proposed required supervised professional counseling
experience,

In addition to the concerns referenced in this testimony, there would be a fiscal impact to PPH
assoclated with implementing and maintaining a new licensure program that the Department is
unable to accomplish within existing resources. As Governor Malloy stated in his 2016 State of
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the State Address, we must reset our expectations of what we can afford in light of the new
economic reality facing Connecticut. Because an unbudgeted fiscal impact would result from
the creation of a new licensure category, the Department cannot support this proposal.

The Department recommends that an exemption from licensure be added to CGS Section 20-
195bb{c} for a person who has completed the educational requirements described in Section
20-195dd {a)(1) and (a)(2), provided such activities and services constitute a part of his or her
post-graduate degree supervised experience required for licensure. This would align
professional counselors with other professions that require post-graduate experience for
licensure.

The Department is willing to collaborate with the Public Health Committee and partners in the
professional counseling field to revise the statutes in ways that benefits clients served by
professional counselors in Connecticut. However, this would have to be accomplished without
creating any new licensure categories or fiscal impact to the Department.

Thank you for your consideration of the Department’s view of this proposal.

Phone: (860) 509-7269, Fax: (860) 509-7100, Telephone Device for the Deaf {860} 509-7191
410 Capitol Avenue - MIS # 13GRE, P.O, Box 340308 Hartford, CT 06134
An Egual Opportunity Employer




