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Good	
  afternoon	
  Senator	
  Gerratana,	
  Senator	
  Markley,	
  Representative	
  Ritter	
  and	
  
Representative	
  Srinivasan.	
  	
  
	
  
My	
  name	
  is	
  Suzanne	
  Bates.	
  I	
  am	
  the	
  policy	
  director	
  for	
  the	
  Yankee	
  Institute	
  for	
  Public	
  
Policy,	
  a	
  Connecticut-­‐based	
  free	
  market	
  think	
  tank.	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  am	
  here	
  to	
  testify	
  in	
  favor	
  of	
  Raised	
  Bill	
  5270.	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  bill	
  would	
  give	
  terminally	
  ill	
  patients	
  the	
  “Right	
  To	
  Try”	
  new	
  medications	
  before	
  they	
  
come	
  to	
  market.	
  These	
  patients	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  time	
  to	
  wait	
  for	
  lengthy	
  trial	
  periods.	
  	
  
	
  
Connecticut	
  residents	
  shouldn’t	
  have	
  to	
  ask	
  permission	
  to	
  try	
  to	
  save	
  their	
  own	
  lives.	
  This	
  
should	
  be	
  a	
  matter	
  left	
  to	
  doctors	
  and	
  the	
  individuals	
  themselves.	
  I	
  hope	
  you	
  will	
  eliminate	
  
those	
  barriers	
  that	
  stop	
  the	
  terminally	
  ill	
  from	
  doing	
  everything	
  they	
  can	
  to	
  live	
  and	
  fight	
  
another	
  day.	
  	
  
	
  
Similar	
  bills	
  in	
  several	
  states	
  have	
  passed	
  with	
  bipartisan	
  support.	
  We	
  urge	
  you	
  to	
  support	
  
passage	
  of	
  this	
  bill	
  so	
  residents	
  here	
  in	
  Connecticut	
  can	
  enjoy	
  these	
  same	
  freedoms.	
  	
  
	
  
Thank	
  you.	
  	
  


