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Connecticut Fund for the Environment (CFE) is a non-profit environmental organization with 

over 5,500 members statewide. The mission of CFE, and its bi-state program Save the Sound, is 

to protect and improve the land, air, and water of Connecticut and Long Island Sound. We use 

legal and scientific expertise and bring people together to achieve results that benefit our 

environment for current and future generations. 

 

Dear Senator Gerratana, Representative Ritter, and members of the Public Health Committee: 

 

Connecticut Fund for the Environment, and its bi-state program Save the Sound (CFE/Save the 

Sound) expresses its support, with modifications, for HB 5263. Once adjusted, the bill would 

allow the public to access information essential for water planning while still ensuring the 

security of our water supply systems from potential threats.  

 

Given ever increasing water-use proposals, development requirements, and future climate change 

impacts, informed, state-wide planning is essential to ensure that people and wildlife are 

protected and have sufficient water. To that end, the General Assembly mandated that the Water 

Planning Council prepare a State Water Plan (P.A. 14-163).  However, completing a thorough 

and accurate plan will be thwarted if members of the committee, and eventually the public 

commenting on the plan, cannot have access to vital water supply information.  Currently, this 

crucial information is exempt from Connecticut’s Freedom of Information laws.  

 

While protecting our water supplies from those who intend harm is absolutely necessary, there 

are ways to provide certain information to the public while maintaining the integrity of our water 

systems. We support The Nature Conservancy and Rivers Alliance of Connecticut’s proposed 

changes (reiterated below) and look forward to working with state agencies, the General 

Assembly, and the water industry to ensure both public interests of information access and water 

protection are fulfilled.  

 

RECOMMENDED CHANGES IN RED TO BILL 5263: 
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(ix) With respect to a water company, as defined in section 25-32a, that provides water service: 

Vulnerability assessments and risk management plans, [operational plans, portions of water 

supply plans submitted pursuant to section 25-32d that contain or reveal information the 

disclosure of which may result in a security risk to a water company, inspection reports, 

technical specifications and other materials that depict or specifically describe critical water 

company operating facilities, collection and distribution systems or sources of supply] 

documents or portions of documents that identify or describe procedures for sabotage prevention 

and response, and any plans, reports, technical specifications and other materials[, including 

materials that contain the location of transmission mains and tunnels, source water intakes and 

treatment] that include information that, if disclosed [may] WOULD LIKELY result in a 

security risk to a water company, provided nothing in subparagraph (A)(ix) of this subdivision 

shall prohibit the disclosure of water quality reports, information concerning a water company's 

margin of safety and information concerning the amount of available water and safe daily yield 

[that disclose only the municipality in which the source or sources of supply are located] THAT 

WOULD BE ESSENTIAL FOR PLANNING AND MANAGING WATER RESOURCES 

FOR THE ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFIT OF AFFECTED 

COMMUNITIES; 
  

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
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