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Good	
  afternoon	
  Senator	
  Osten,	
  Representative	
  Miller,	
  Senator	
  Linares	
  and	
  
Representative	
  Aman.	
  	
  
	
  
My	
  name	
  is	
  Suzanne	
  Bates.	
  I	
  am	
  the	
  policy	
  director	
  for	
  the	
  Yankee	
  Institute	
  for	
  
Public	
  Policy,	
  a	
  Connecticut-­‐based	
  free	
  market	
  think	
  tank.	
  	
  
	
  
I	
  am	
  here	
  to	
  testify	
  in	
  opposition	
  to	
  Senate	
  Bill	
  331.	
  
	
  
There	
  are	
  two	
  main	
  issues	
  at	
  play	
  here	
  –	
  whether	
  Connecticut	
  should	
  be	
  competing	
  
with	
  private	
  providers	
  in	
  the	
  telecommunications	
  industry,	
  and	
  whether	
  or	
  not	
  the	
  
state	
  has	
  the	
  money	
  right	
  now	
  to	
  spend	
  on	
  this	
  pilot	
  project.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  answer	
  to	
  both	
  of	
  these	
  questions	
  is	
  no.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  changing	
  broadband	
  market	
  lends	
  itself	
  naturally	
  to	
  competition.	
  Connecticut	
  
already	
  has	
  several	
  service	
  providers	
  that	
  businesses	
  and	
  individuals	
  can	
  look	
  to	
  for	
  
Internet	
  access.	
  Most	
  consumers	
  already	
  have	
  choice	
  in	
  the	
  Connecticut	
  
marketplace,	
  and	
  national	
  surveys	
  show	
  our	
  connectivity	
  speeds	
  are	
  actually	
  among	
  
the	
  highest	
  in	
  the	
  country.	
  	
  
	
  
This	
  feels	
  like	
  a	
  solution	
  in	
  search	
  of	
  a	
  problem.	
  Private	
  companies	
  are	
  already	
  
investing	
  in	
  broadband	
  infrastructure	
  –	
  why	
  then	
  does	
  the	
  state	
  want	
  to	
  use	
  
dwindling	
  taxpayer	
  resources	
  to	
  enter	
  this	
  market	
  and	
  compete	
  with	
  private	
  
providers?	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  technology	
  is	
  also	
  changing	
  so	
  fast	
  right	
  now,	
  the	
  state	
  may	
  find	
  it	
  invests	
  in	
  one	
  
type	
  of	
  infrastructure	
  only	
  to	
  have	
  it	
  replaced	
  by	
  another	
  in	
  just	
  a	
  few	
  short	
  years.	
  
Private	
  businesses	
  should	
  be	
  taking	
  these	
  risks	
  and	
  competing	
  for	
  customers	
  –	
  not	
  
the	
  state.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  	
  


