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The League of Women Voters of Connecticut appreciates the opportunity today to offer comment on 

Raiseed Senate Bill 331, based on the position adopted by our membership in 2008.  

 

The League of Women Voters of Connecticut supports making high speed Internet access 

available to all Connecticut residents, without charge, through schools, libraries, and other 

secure public buildings.  High speed affordable Internet access is an essential service that should 

be readily available to all Connecticut residents and businesses.  State and local government 

policies should support broadband, wireless, and other means of high speed Internet deployment 

throughout the state. 

 

LWVCT strongly supports this bill, as we supported last year’s CGS sec. 16-2a(c), establishing the Office 

of Broadband Advocacy within the Office of Consumer Counsel.  We perceive this proposal—to aid 

interested municipalities in an RFP process to build a faster network—is the same as before, but the 

designated players have been changed to stay within the limits of our shrinking state budget.   

 

The League’s interest in media issues is based primarily on the principle that a strong democracy supports 

the citizens’ right to information and that a strong democracy depends on a well-educated citizenry.  In 

the eight years since we adopted our positions, the internet’s role in all this has grown mightily.  The 

League has been fortunate to listen to the developing conversation on broadband internet in our state 

during the years of the Broadband Internet Coordinating Council and after.  Municipalities seek afford-

able connections for their citizens in the lower-economic levels, to help students keep up at home and to 

help adults find employment through public facilities. 

 

Although it is not a part of this bill, the proposal to eliminate state support for the Connecticut Education 

Network in budget revisions is related to this problem.  If the network supporting schools and libraries in 

the state is forced to turn to the municipal level for operating support, municipalities with strained budgets 

—probably those with populations that most need strong internet access in public places—will be at a 

disadvantage.  Developing a strong public network may help alleviate that burden. 

 

It seems obvious that the role of high-speed internet is as important to the state’s economy as the mainte-

nance of our roads, rails, and bridges.  We have every reason to believe the industry representatives who 

assure us that Connecticut as a whole ranks high in connectivity, but better will always be better.  It has 

been noted that one of the reasons General Electric is moving from our state to Boston is “attractions such 

as Boston's high-tech economy,” (http://www.courant.com/business/hc-boston-ge-moving-20160113-story.html) where the 

topic of a better fiber network is also being debated.  

(https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/editorials/2016/02/14/build-fiber-network-boston/43EXv7sUeuVnKU6zVrG21L/story.html, 
https://www.bostonglobe.com/opinion/letters/2016/02/21/city-broadband-foundation-solid-and-strong/kwP3uDtsUH2Vufs7VOn0yJ/story.html) 



 

 

Over the years, we have heard that the true barrier to broadband adoption in the home is not cost but lack 

of understanding that broadband is desirable.  We hope this committee has already seen the 2015 Pew 

Research study on broadband adoption in this country that this is not the case now.  The summary of their 

study indicates that more people are alert to the value of a broadband connection but that the cost of this 

service is still a barrier. 
http://www.pewinternet.org/2015/12/21/3-barriers-to-broadband-adoption-cost-is-now-a-substantial-challenge-for-many-non-users/ 

 

Even though the nation sees increased usage of wireless, mobile devices for internet access (also 

mentioned in the 2015 Pew report, the connection is still by way of wireline connections.  Doesn’t a 

stronger backbone network improve service for all methods of access? 

Better connections for business and homes, better competition and pricing, better resources for education 

—this proposal has much to offer our state’s economic development as well as our citizenry.  Thank you 

again for the opportunity to offer the League’s testimony to the Committee today.  


