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Good afternoon, My name is Suzanne Bates. 1 am the policy director for the Yankee Institute
for Public Policy, a Connecticut-based free market think tank,

I am here to express our opposition to Senate Bill 221,

Good afternoon. I am here to speak in opposition to Senate Bill 221, An Act Concwerning Paid
Family and Medical Leave.

Connecticut is no longer just trying to recover from the Great Recession, we have entered a
new normal, where job growth is anemic and our state’s families struggle under the weight
of a high cost of living that is made worse by a high tax burden.

In this climate, it would be unwise to both add a huge new government program and, at the
same time, increase taxes on every person who works in the state.

That is how the working men and women in our state would see it - you would withhold a
percentage of their income to pay for the family and medical leave program. Do you have
buy-in from the men and women in this state who would give up another portion of their
income to pay for this program? Do you think they are aware that you are proposing
another tax increase this year to pay for this program?

This program would also come at a great fiscal cost to the state at a time when huge budget
cuts are on the table, This is not the best use of our limited resources at this time.

This mandate on small and large employers would also make Connecticut less competitive
as we try to retain the jobs we have and encourage new job growth. Small business owners
would be hit particularly hard by this program, and - again - this would come at a time
when we can least afford to lose small businesses and the families who run them.

[ believe that those who support this new state program do so out of real concern for
families. However this is not the answer, This is the wrong time and the wrong place to




lobby for a Family and Medical Leave program. A federal level program - while not
necessarily something [ would advocate for - might make sense if it encouraged work and
helped men and women who wanted to take time off to care for a loved one. But a state-
level program at this juncture is not the right answer,

Thank you.




