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March 3, 2016 

Support for H.B. No. 5300, AN ACT CONCERNING THE USE OF GENETICALLY 
MODIFIED ORGANISMS IN CHILDREN'S FOOD.  

Dear Senator Bartolomeo, Representative Urban and distinguished members of  the Committee on Children, 

I am Bill Duesing testifying on behalf  of  the Northeast Organic Farming Association of  Connecticut (CT 
NOFA). 

CT NOFA (Northeast Organic Farming Association of  Connecticut) is the first and leading grassroots 
association advocating for organic food, farming, gardening and land care in Connecticut.  CT NOFA has 
been connecting people in the local sustainable food and land care movements with organic resources and 
education since 1982.  (See ctnofa.org.) 

I am testifying today in strong support of  H.B. No. 5300 AN ACT CONCERNING THE USE OF 
GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS IN CHILDREN'S FOOD.  

For almost two decades, surveys have shown that the vast majority of  Americans think that GMOs in our 
food supply should be labeled as such.  This is not an issue of  science, although more and more the science 
suggests caution. Labeling GMOs is an issue of  democracy. 

CT NOFA and its members are proud to be part of  the coalition that worked for the passing of  this 
country's first GMO labeling law.  We thank the legislators for listening to their constituents. However that 
law is not in effect due to the trigger clause that was included.  

The time to label GMOs is now, especially for the foods we feed infants, babies and children. Parents have a 
special interest in knowing what they are feeding their children, because food is so important in the early 
stages of  life.   

In the nearly three years since that historic bill was passed, there are increased reasons to be worried about 
GMOs, to want to know if  they are in our food. I'll focus on just one reason, the great increase in the use 
of  herbicides in GMOs and the new information about the dangers of  glyphosate. 

Most of  the plants produced by genetic engineering have been bred/designed to be sprayed with an 
herbicide. 

The rise of  superweeds has shown that that strategy doesn't work. The industry's answer is to spray more 
herbicide and when that doesn't work, to start spraying two herbicides mixed together on genetically 
engineered corn and soybeans. There is no long term science, or culinary tradition, that shows this strategy 
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produces food that is safe for young and rapidly growing bodies and minds. Since these ingredients are very 
common except in organic food, the residues of  those pesticides are likely in those foods. Caring parents 
should know how the food they feed their children is produced. 

CT NOFA and its members urge this committee to approve House Bill 5600 so that the long standing will 
of  the majority of  Americans will be satisfied.  Connecticut will then again lead the way by letting its 
residents know what is in their food. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely,  

Bill Duesing 
CT NOFA Organic Advocate 
bduesing@mac.com; 203-231-1790 
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