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TESTIMONY	OPPOSING	JUDGE	MARK	GOULD’S	REAPPOINTMENT	TO	THE	
SUPERIOR	COURT	

	
Mr.	Chairman,	Members	of	the	Committee.		Good	Afternoon.		My	name	is	Jean-
Pierre	Bolat.		As	a	quick	background,	I	was	born	and	raised	in	Wallingford,	
graduated	Mark	T.	Sheehan	H.S.	in	1983	and	was	appointed	by	then	Senator	
Lowell	Weicker	to	the	U.S.	Naval	Academy.		After	a	24yr	career	in	the	Navy	
serving	our	great	nation	and	several	years	in	the	corporate	world,	I	returned	to	
Wallingford	from	Tokyo,	Japan	in	2010	due	to	a	family	crisis	–	divorce.		After	
expending	all	of	my	savings	to	the	legal	process,	I	ended	up	negotiating	my	own	
divorce	and	parenting	plan	as	a	Pro	Se	litigant.		In	June	2011,	I	was	granted	Sole	
Legal	Custody	of	my	three	children,	but	unfortunately,	the	drama	in	the	
courtroom	has	continued	to	today.			
	
So	why	am	I	here	today?		I	want	to	let	you	all	know	that	I	am	not	happy	to	be	
here.		I	do	not	enjoy	being	in	a	courtroom	or	testifying	before	committees.		
However,	after	much	thought	and	prayer,	I	decided	to	come	here	today	to	speak	
on	behalf	of	many	who	have	been	wronged	and	disenfranchised	by	the	family	
court	system,	and	especially	by	Judges	such	as	Mark	T.	Gould.		Let’s	me	be	clear:		I	
am	not	here	to	just	disparage	Judge	Gould	because	I	didn’t	like	one	of	his	
decisions.		I	am	here	to	shine	light	on	a	consistent	and	persistent	pattern	of	
intimidation	and	denial	of	due	process.			
	
Having	walked	the	3rd	floor	of	New	Haven	Superior	court	for	the	last	6	years	and	
having	talked	with	many	lawyers	and	pro	se	litigants,	I	can	assure	you,	without	a	
doubt,	that	my	experiences	in	Judge	Gould’s	courtroom	are	not	unique.		Nor	are	
they	outliers.		More	appropriately,	my	experiences	are	the	norm.		Even	lawyers	
with	whom	I’ve	consulted	call	my	case	“another	Judge	Gould	special”.	He	is	well-
known	to	be	arrogant,	intimidating,	downright	disrespectful	and	condescending	
to	those	in	his	courtroom,	especially	Pro	Se	litigants.		Even	the	Marshalls	in	his	
courtroom	are	appalled	by	his	attitude	and	demeanor.	
	



Do	I	fear	reprisal	from	testifying	today?		Yes,	I	do.		Sadly,	even	in	our	great	
democracy	that	is	supposed	to	obey	the	“rule	of	law”,	Judges	like	Mark	Gould	are	
allowed	to	intimidate	those	in	his	courtroom	with	whom	he	does	not	agree	or	
whom	he	does	not	like.		I	have	been	in	front	of	Judge	Gould	on	many	occasions	
over	the	past	several	years,	and	each	time,	even	though	I	followed	legal	
procedure	and	was	on	the	right	side	of	the	law,	he	ruled	against	me	and	
repeatedly	quashed	my	testimony	and	argument	through	heavy	handed	
techniques	and	intimidation.			
	
To	say	that	Judge	Gould	acts	like	a	bully	in	the	courtroom	is	not	a	stretch	by	any	
means.		I	once	sat	in	the	gallery	and	watched	an	underprivileged	African	American	
woman	submit	to	the	court	(to	Judge	Gould)	paperwork	to	get	financial	relief	
(either	child	support	or	alimony).		Now,	obviously,	she	had	gone	through	the	
proper	process	and	screening	to	get	into	the	court	room	in	the	first	
place…through	family	services,	roll	call,	filings,	etc.		But	as	her	case	was	called	and	
she	stood	alone	in	the	courtroom,	Judge	Gould	was	handed	her	paperwork.		He	
asked	her	what	it	was	for,	and	as	this	poor	woman	was	trying	to	explain	she	
needed	the	relief	for	her	children,	he	abruptly	cut	her	off,	saying	something	to	the	
effect,	“[sic]	you’ve	filed	the	wrong	paperwork,	denied”,	and	then	he	just	walked	
off	the	bench,	leaving	this	poor	woman	aghast	standing	alone	in	the	courtroom	
with	nowhere	to	go.		I	was	shocked	and	appalled	at	Judge	Gould’s	lack	of	common	
decency	and	respect	for	this	woman.	
	
This	woman’s	case	is	not	unique,	it	is	more	like	the	norm.		As	we	sit	here	today,	I	
know	personally	of	people	who	were	too	scared	of	reprisals	to	attend	this	
hearing,	testify	before	this	committee,	or	even	just	sit	in	the	gallery	to	watch.		It	is	
a	very	sad	day	in	our	democracy	when	a	single	Judge	can	wield	that	much	power	
and	intimidation	and	can	project	that	much	fear	into	our	citizens.			
	
So	do	I	fear	reprisals?		Yes	I	do.		Here’s	why.		In	August	2014,	Judge	Gould	denied	
my	“motion	to	open”	at	the	trial	court	level.		He	did	not	give	a	legal	explanation	
on	his	ruling	and	left	me	with	no	recourse	but	to	file	an	appeal,	which	I	did.		
Unfortunately,	due	to	my	financial	situation,	I	could	not	retain	legal	counsel,	and	
my	appeal	fell	through	in	December	2014.	
	
In	March	of	2015,	after	a	lengthy	pre-trial	conference	regarding	my	Child	Support	
request	and	other	motions	(I	lost	my	job	9	months	prior),	my	case	was	moved	



from	Judge	Emons	to	Judge	Gould.		There	were	several	motions	on	the	docket.		In	
each	and	every	motion,	Judge	Gould	not	only	denied	my	motions,	but	also	denied	
my	due	process	by	not	allowing	me	to	argue.		He	intimidated	me	by	demanding	I	
could	only	use	the	“narrative	method”	to	cross	examine	myself,	and	then	quashed	
my	testimony	by	calling	it	argument.		He	sustained	nearly	every	objection	the	
opposing	lawyer	made	and	overruled	most	of	mine,	effectively	quashing	my	
ability	to	testify	and	present	facts,	but	allowed	the	other	lawyer	ample	
opportunity	to	argue	out	of	turn.		He	refused	to	allow	me	to	argue	about	
governing	laws	such	as	the	IRS	Tax	Code	to	support	my	positions.		Several	times	
during	the	proceeding,	after	I	asked	for	clarification	on	his	rulings,	he	mocked	me,	
stating,	“You	can	appeal	if	you	wish”.		
	
On	one	motion,	a	contempt	motion	by	the	defendant	accusing	me	of	not	paying	
my	fair	share	of	extracurricular	expenses,	he	allowed	the	defendant	to	re-
introduce	evidence	that	Judge	Munroe	ruled	against	ONE	YEAR	prior.		And	when	I	
objected,	and	asked	for	a	recess	to	obtain	the	transcripts,	he	denied	my	request	
and	stated	that	if	I	didn’t	have	the	transcripts	and	written	proof	of	Judge	
Munroe’s	ruling,	tough.		What’s	more,	under	cross	examination	of	the	defendant,	
on	the	stand,	under	oath,	she	admitted	that	I	was	not	in	contempt	and	I	actually	
obeyed	the	divorce	order.		Nevertheless,	Judge	Gould	ruled	I	was	in	“willful	
contempt”,	refused	to	allow	my	argument	and	due	process,	and	ordered	my	bank	
account	drained…let	me	remind	you	that	I	was	the	sole	custodian	of	three	
children	and	couldn’t	pay	my	rent	after	that.			
	
Finally,	he	flatly	denied	me	the	due	process	to	make	argument	after	the	
testimonies	were	taken	and	he	made	his	rulings.		When	I	asked	to	present	
argument	on	the	testimony	and	evidence,	he	mockingly	stated,	“Your	motions	are	
self-explanatory	and	very	well	written,	Mr.	Bolat.		You’ve	done	an	exemplary	job	
of	representing	yourself.		The	court	is	in	full	understanding	of	all	the	issues	in	the	
motions”.		I	begged	for	the	children’s	sake	to	not	take	all	my	money	and	he	flatly	
shut	me	down.	
	
What’s	more,	when	I	couldn’t	make	the	ordered	payment	the	following	week,	
Judge	Gould	summoned	me	and	threatened	incarceration	if	I	did	not	pay	
immediately.		Only	by	the	grace	of	God	was	I	able	to	find	money,	and	my	landlord	
was	gracious	enough	to	let	me	delay	payment	on	a	month’s	rent…and	I	was	able	
to	feed	my	children	using	credits.	



I	want	to	read	a	quote	from	Judge	Gould	from	2008,	as	he	testified	before	this	
very	committee.		He	stated:	
 
“I have always expressed one crucial tenet throughout my career that is, no 
matter how successful I have been, the practice of law has not been about 
me.  It's been about being of service to the people, trying to ease their 
concerns and qualms about a system that while it is there to serve them, 
and may well intimidate them, and, in time, to help them resolve their 
differences in an atmosphere of respect and dignity that leaves them with 
the feeling that the legal system and its representatives, starting with me, 
treated them fairly and equally. 	
	
Judge	Gould,	in	my	opinion,	and	in	the	opinion	of	many	citizens	who	have	been	
affected	by	your	intimidation	and	deriding,	you	have	not	lived	up	to	your	own	
words.		You	have	failed	“We	the	People”	of	the	State	of	Connecticut.	
	
Senator	Coleman,	in	2008,	you	voted	against	Judge	Gould’s	appointment.		I	want	
to	thank	you	for	exhibiting	the	moral	courage	and	foresight	to	see	then	that	this	
man	should	not	be	on	the	bench.		And	I	ask	all	of	you	on	this	committee	to	exhibit	
the	same	resolve	and	leadership.		Just	as	I	am	exhibiting	the	courage	to	expose	
this	man’s	intimidation,	bullying	and	quashing	of	the	rule	of	law,	I	hope	and	pray	
that	you	all	have	the	same	courage.		There	are	plenty	of	superior,	honest,	lawyers	
with	the	integrity,	compassion	and	experience	to	sit	on	the	bench.		I	am	confident	
you	can	appoint	a	better	Judge	than	Mark	T.	Gould.		
	
Respectfully	submitted,	
	
	
	
	
Jean-Pierre	Bolat	
	
	
	


